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FD-204 (Rev. 3.3-S9) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - Departmental Attorney 

Rapid City, South Dakirra- 

1 - USA Sioux Falls, South Dakota 


SA JOHN E. MC CARTY 
March 12, 1975 


Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota 




- VICTIM; 
VICTIM 


CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - ASSAULT WITH A 
DANGEROUS WEAPON 

Victims advised vehicle occupied by them 
shot into near Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 

Indian Reservation airport 2/26/75. 

No injuries incurred. Subjects identified 
by victims or witnesses who observed shooting. 

, At-f-m-npy will not allow inf.ftrvi.p.w nfj ] 

refused interview. tenxes 

participation in shooting mdiddiit. Bullet 

holes found id _|vehicle which is 

property of Oglala Sioux Tribe. Lead fragments 
recovered. Van containing several subjects 
stopped near Wounded Knee, South Dakota 
subsequent to shooting but no arrests or 
charges made. Shell and shell casings found 
at airport. Numerous witnesses present 
at time of shooting incident. Weapons 
seized by local authorities nnt vet available 
for ballis tic examination. | l and 

being held on local murder charges. 

_peing held on charge of felony in 

possession of firearms. ARMED AND DANGEROUS . 


U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 



fooo 2 isey. i 
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FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION 


I _\contacted SA| land 

SA I I T. at his home in. Pine Ridge, South 

Dakota* as they were nrenaring to. examine the tribal car 
assigned .to | gave permission for Agents to , 

conduct a crime scene investigation of .the car and stated 
that the car received bullet holes ; on February 26,. 1975, 
when it. was shot up near the Pine Ridge airport. 

i ’ - ' i 

Af ter the crime scene investigation of the car i 

was compl eted I . | -was* advised that; Agents wished to 

interview]_I concerning- the incidents at the^ Pine Ridge 

Court House, a shooting of an—aimlane at the Pine Ridge • 

Airport, and the shooting of J I carnear the. airport, - and 

assault on some American Indian Movement (AIM). attorneys at 
the Pine Ridge Airport all of which occurred on February 26, 

1975.. ' 

[advised that he was vety bitter about the 
ne Aid leaders, attorneys, and members could' t . 
commit- crimes oh the reservation without being prosecuted. 

He stated that the AIM was a; terroristic - Co mmunist: or ganisation 
who the Justice department-did nothing about. | a dvised 

that he though the good people, of the' Pine Ridge Community 
would end up being the subjects- of any investigation rather 
than the AIM-persons who committed crimes. ] |did consent 

•to interview. 


I _| advised that sometime before noon on 

February 26, 1975; he heard that the. AIM was going bp come 
to Pine Ridge in a caravan. [ heard that the caravan 

was going to disrupt Pine Riage which Was then meeting'. 

[ was listening to a citizens band radio and heard that 
RUSSELL MEANS an$ sev eral oth er individuals were en route to 
Pine Ridge in, a van. I I drove to the Pine Ridge meeting 

in his tribal vehicle and after seeing that the meeting was 
proceeding as usual he began to cruise the town of Pine Ridge. 
As - he was, cruising he sawa group of people standing in front 
of the Pine Ridge Court House.. He also saw a van parked -near 
the couit house. The van; had a. spare tire on the back.The 
spare tire was covered with a wheel cover and, had a design, of 
an Indian on it ' There was a da-rk colored Pontiac and an 
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They got ii 

was a blanket behind the door. When this, blanket was pulled 
back to all ow their entrance of the persons leaving the 
Court House| | saw -at least two inen who were behind the 

driver in the backr of the van; RUSSELL MEANS waa coafad 

in the front passenger swivel seat of the van. I_ 

pushed up to the front of the van and 'hit RUSSELL* MEANS who 

was 1 poking back on the left hand side of. MEANS' face. At 

this time MEANS was wearing sun glasses which flew from his head. 



The. van was being driven by 


|- 1 The interview was discontinued at this point as 

L-Jwife had indicated that his supper was ready. 

1__[advised, he would continue, the interview the next day 

even though the order had gone out to "clam up and make, 
themselves scarce". ; * 
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Dole of Iromcrlplio 


3/7/75 


The interview of | | which began on 

February 28, 1975, was continued on March 1, 1975, 
at the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Headquarters 
building. 

| [advised | I was driving the 

van. .The van containing KUSSEJuU Mi£ArJi> and some other 
people went in an easterly direct ion -out of Pine Ridge, 

South Dakota. He,I I and I I | followed 

the van. He reall y did no t Know ' whafc his group was 
going to do if they caught up with the van. After they i 
were proceeding east out of Pine Ridge, an El Camino 1 

pulled in front of him and kept going. 

When.the van and two cars with it reached the 
Pine-Ridge Airport, the three vehicles pulled off Into the 
airport approach and. stopped. Several men jumped out 
and he noted. Hvrpe nf them holding guns. One of the men 

was possibly|_| (phonetic;, who was holding a rifle. 

He himself was driving his car and did not get a good 
1 nnk at the people in the van group. but he does believe 
that I ]an d| |also had shoulder 

weapons. 


by. 


He. kept going on past the airport and as he^ 
did, the three men with guns all turned and shot at his 
. vehicle. His car was not struck at that time, however, 
at the first approach to the left past the airport, he 
pulled in and stopped. He could still hear shots being 
fired at that time. . 

About that time | f | pulled up arid stopped 

his vehicle on the south side of the road. Several other 
vehicles arrived about that time-and also stopped. He could - 
hear bullets going over their heads. 

The van then started driving east on the highway, 
through a group of vehicles stopped near his. He backed 


Pine Ridge, South Dakota 


si? mm 

.Fne it KP 149-467 



JEM/lec 


Dole dicloled. 
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his car but of the driveway to stop the van, however, 
suddenly a ccbr on the van opened, shots were fired at him, 
and his back window was shot out. Because of this, he 
backed onto the approach on the other side of the road 
and the van kept going. 

There were two cars following the van, one about 
a 1964 or 1965 dark Pontiac. He could not describe the 
second vehicle. Shots were fired at he and | | 

as these two cars with the van went past. He believes 
his car was hit at this time. 


He had no weapon with him at this time and he 
saw no weapon with any of the people in his group. After 

the van and car went on past, he and I _ I again chased 

after them. At what is known as the East Dam the vahiahd 
cars again pulled over and stopped and shots were fired 
in their direction from those vehicles. Because of this 
and before he reached the point where, tha ir a n had stopped, 
he pulled off into the ditch. He and |were alone 

in his vehicle at this time. After going into the ditch, 
he got back onto the highway and headed back west. He could, 
not estimate the number of shots that were fired at them 
only that there were a lot of them. Some were fired very 
rapidly and sounded to him like automatic weapon fire. 


As he and ||drove back toward Pine Ridge, 
they met | l anq auite a large group of people 

including he believes, I I Someone said to get 

their guns. At this time | | appea red to have be en just 
coming out from Pine Ridge. He told 1 
occurred. The g*oup then went back 


]»hat had 
.nto Pine Ridge where 


at least some of the group, he is not sure just who, 
obtained weapons and then all just cruised around for a while 
After this about 25 people including himself met at what 
is known as the East Gas Station. 


another[ 


L 


]were in the group. 


| and 

They discussed what 
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action they should take for a while and some time later 
during the meeting RICHARD WILSON joined the group. 

After'a while the group just decided to>cruise around, 
so they disbursed. 

He too^ his car back to the r . T fio re the 

police photographed it, and then he an3_[continued 

cr u isi ng around -Sometime later he saw! talking 

to l f _ l and SIEVERT YOUNG 1 HEAR in the BIA 

parking lot. At this point he was asked to furnish the 
times Involved in the various incidents that took place. 

He stated he really cannot recall any of the times 
involved. 


At this point he stated that some unknown salesman'- 
?a?c th \ C ^ lonial ^ Pr ^ ducts Co * told him on February 28, 

1975, that he had been at;:the airport and had seen the 
entire incident. All he knows about this man is that he 
sells cleaning products .to various agencies on/the reservation. 


At this point SA MC CARTY a 
took place when he saw YOUNG BEAR and 
then stated "here co mes the a ssault ** 
was then furnished td[and he r 


tssault.” a statement of rights 
V'"', —*'■•**• | and he read it. -Upon completing 

it he stated he had read It and does understand'idicihn£_that 
he wanted to talk to a lawyer before signing it.‘^ J 

was then asked if there was any information he wo uld care 
to furnish concerning the allegation that RICHARD; WILSON 
and a group of people, possibly involving himself, had been 
involved m an assault on some people at the Pine Ridge 
Airport or might have been involved in a shooting of\an 
airplane at the airport. then said "I’m not afraid, 

I m an ex-cop and I know ^ou need information. , .I’ll sign 


iwjw yvj U ueea miormacxon. . .1 11 si 
it. He then proceeded to execute a waiver of rights; 


fed in a shooting of\an 
then said "I’m not a'fraid,, 
[ information. . ..I’ll sign 


‘"they saw 
from Neb: 


heads off 
so h e bad 


He stated that h e and b arked his . car wheh.\ 

' | YOUNG BEAR,, and some authorities\ 

■Warranting. He stopped beside them having ft V 
to tell them what he thought of YOUNG BEAR andl 
^—approached the group and stated to YOUNG BEAR and 
^s omething like, M I*11 bet I could knock your K 

_I then got in between him and the others 

■ eked nrr and he and l l left. He advised 

_ I saw the whole deal and they 

. there^z as no nm ^ica! assault at all at that time. 

Aft - 1 went on into the Tribal Jail. He, 

_pnd various other people just parked 
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on the street in front of a church about a half a block 
from the jail. He just talked to vari ous peo ple that came 

by. Somewhere around 6.-00 n m_he. and I left the 

group. YOUNG BEAR and| |were strli in the jail b7 

when he left, as far as ne knows. He then went home and -v 

stayed there the balance of the night, and there was no 
other projblem that he was aware of. 

Prior to the incident at the courthouse, he had 
heard a rumor that a caravan of people were coming in and 
that some with the American Indian Movement (AIM) were 
coming in by plane. He imagined that there probably were 
people that were watching for them. He had no Idea personally 
as to who was in the plane and did not notice an airplane at the 
airport. He did not know until the next day that the plane 
had even been shot up, when he heard a rumor to that effect. 



SA MC CARTY then asked him if he had been at the 
airport when the people were beaten up. He said he does 
not want to answer that and that there is nothing else he 
can tell about the alleged beating at the airport. He 
then continued on to say he does kiojfjvwhat happened and there 
were about 15 people involved. He said, however, he would 
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want to talk to a lawyer before furnishing any names 
of people .involved. 

. 1 there were three women and three 

? en ,’ecT TT Cney weire ? real obnoxious, and had their doors 
xock.,^. He. stated there were no women beaten up at all 
we are not women beaters." He was then asked 
if u as be could tell regarding the incident 

to which he replied that things just happened, that he saw 
some of it and that the women covered the men. One person 
in the car was a long stringy haired .that he 

had seen earlier in the day giving]_ la bad time 

m the courthouse at which time MEANS and I here 

in^the courthouse. He stated then that his reason for 
being at the courthouse was because his wife works there 
and he wanted to protect her. 


: 


Hthen stated that things happened too fast 


.i-iuueu i>cacea cnac tilings happened too fast 

at the airport and he cannot give a play by play description 
or what happened, nor could he give any more information 
regarding the alleged beating. He stated he did not have 
a watch with him on that date. He then stated he wanted 
to talk to a lawyer before he signs any statement, that he 
wants to cooperate all he can, however, he feels he was a 
he^as n °*" 3 su b^ ec b» but has to protect whatever rights 


personal 


The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Sex: 

Race: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Marital status: 


^MSle 

.American Indian 


j xue Kiuge, b&UEft D akota 
6 * 

185 

Brown 

Hazel 

Married 


- 9 - 






70-9734 

70-9729 

147-467 


Education: 


Social Security No. 
Scars and marks: 

U.S. Army Serial No 
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Ooto of IronterSplioi 


112121 


I was accidentally met at the 
entry way to tne iriDAl Office Building as Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge (ASAC) PHILIP F. ENLOW and SA 
JOHN E. MC CARTY were l eaving t hat building. During a 
brief conversation with l I he was told that difficulty 

was b eing exp erienced in gettin g witness es who are reputed 
to be| Ifollowers to talk. ] I replied that he is 

disappointed in the whole deal, that the Pine Ridge Village 
is holding its first-organizational meeting today. He said, 
"this is not tribal. Just the villa ge. They just aren’t going 
to let this happen ag&in." | then volunteered that 

he would announce at the meeting that the people in jxis- ( 

group "can talk to fcha FBI or not, if they choose." 


then advised that the dark blue Pontiac involved with the 
van in which MEANS rode had South Dakota license! 


--- HP - 70-9-7 - 3 4- 

MP 70-9729 

3/4/75 _ a , Pine Ridge. South Dakota Fiit.s MP 149-467 


Assistant 'Special Agent in Charge PHILIP F. 
by ENLOW and SA JOHN ET MC CARTY JEM/lec _Oo!o dictated _ 3/7/75 


Ihit document contains neither rocommendotiont nor condition! of the F81. U it the property of the FBI ond it loooed to your ognney; 
it end »2s contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. 
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FEDERAUBUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1_ _ | was interviewed at the Bureau 

of. Indian Affairs (.BIA^ building, was advised of 4dae idpni-i ty 

nf the, in terviewing agent and of the identity of I___I 

la criminal investigator* Bureau of India n Affairs . 
ZZSjQZ^id of the purpose of the interview by SA | | 

| Tat which time he provided the following signed 

statement: * 

"Pine Ridge, SD 
”3/1/75 

■-^ I klso known as | | 

L_hhfi following voluntary statement to 

1 _ w ho has identified JaimsfiljLJy? b 

' mA as a S ppcial Agent of the FBI ahd|_| b 

who has identified himself to me as a 
1 iriminH T Investigator for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA). No threats or promises have been 
made* 

__ ”1 am an Indian Ma le living with ,| | 

j | on the Pine Ridge Indian 

Reservation* i was oorn l at 

Pine Ridge, SD* I currently work for the Oglala 
Sioux Indian Tribe for the Oglala, Sioux Rangers. 

”At approximately 2 pm on Wednesday,. 2/26/74, 

I was at work at the Planning Center at the Pine 
Ridge Airport. I heard that, someone telephoned 
the office and said a lot of members of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) were on their way to Pine 
Ridge, SD* I do not know who the caller was* 

I left work and drove into town alone* X was in 
a 1969 Chevrolet stationwagon, green in color* I 
droye around Billy Mills~Hall, and .seeing nothing 
drove to the court house* There X saw 20 to 25 AIM 
mpm^rg around harassing JOE JACOBS and 

| | two BIA policemen* By harassing. I 

mean- pushing a round* I heard both]---land 

1 7H veiling - ’Pigs » and ♦F t i ck inv Pi vs' to 

JACOBS and | I saw or 
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I | go Tip to JACOBS' and. grab JACOBS badge & shake 
it as he called JACOBS .a Big;, X also saw- a”young 
Indian Male with his right am in a white, sling and 
he whs yelling at everyone who ms arbuhd. 

“At 'this time someone, I don’ t know who, gave me 
an- elbow blow to; the left Side. I back handed this ’ 
person and he fell down. 

**X saw the following nther ATM r>f?hn1e Who T 


| [ There were 20 to zo peopie m a or y cars and a 

green, van* I saw a blue Pontiac, Maroon falcon, 

.White PickUp, and a blue .El Camero, that X recall* 

"At this, time MEANS started getting into the back 
of the vah* There was a blanket, .1 believe-a. green ' 
army blanket,-, covering the back of the 'van. - When 
MEANS lifted back the blanket X saw three Indian males, 
long haired,. I'd say in their 20 1 s, sitting, on the floor 
each holding- rifles. I“co;uld hok identify any of these 
men .of their rifles.' 1 

”1 saw a couple -of m en wearing hunt ing knives 
in cases oh their belts. | Iwas ohe who 

was carrying a hunting knire. | [also , 

had a hunting knife. I don’ t recall any-others with 
knives. - . 

’’MEANS was then Sitting in. the front of ;the- van 
on a swinging chair' and yelling out the. side window to 
the BIA police officers. I couldn’t hear what he was 
saying, however. . 

"JACOBS then said to me and about.20 or 25 of us to 
back off. and let the ATM’.ers go. We did back off 
and, they left. The El Cameno and white pickup Went' 
north on highway 18 and. the rest Went east on highway 
18. All Vehicles, were, packed with people*. . 


and I. wane ease to go back to wort, 
my uncle in Pine Ridge and X was in 


] brother-in-law,. 
eft m v car with 
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was giving me a Ridge , Duane has a 75 Chevrolet, 
red in color. As we started to slow down for the 
.turn' off into the Planning Center I- saw the van, El .Cameno,/ 
blue Pontica, and .maybe two. or three other cars ihcluding- 
the red Falcon. & White, pi ckup. We jjatiU .mnirink and 
,,-on. the .hi rHwftv when X .sawl 


i _ i ja ndJ | seaming aiong^siae or 

'the Van and someone iiisiuu cue van, whom I can not -* . 
^identify, was handing but rifles'. Each of. the four, .above 
mentioned people were- Already arnled With a couple >30 " 
calibrr carbines and a couple more rifles which I am 
sure^were, automatics or semi automatics i Ve drove right 
by and-we ducked as' they started firing at us. X would * 
-estimate: there were 25- ronndfr fired in:, ah '.extremely short 

period of time. X jsad__[put his weapon; to his ' 

shrail dWr and point, it towards ■ Qnr* ISarX v t rKd r>AK 1 .^r- 

actually see: a muzzle bias fo r lo r'"the . 

others as X was ducking. The bullets did hot: hit the 
Car, to my knowledge, that time. 

stopped at the turn off ,at I I- 

and) |;£drl. from the road to um nuuse cu’ - - 

: call ror neip* X’m not; "sure who he called. 

k I stood by the car- for- about 5 ‘ 

minutes wnen aaomriTO more cars came from Pine Ridge^ * 

SD. These were Rangers .and other pamiLa_JL_c 02 iaider 


and other-I ca 


d ! Thq AIM:• EalcoA then pass ed hV its- going f ast and ' 

-toWArd.s-. Wounded -Knee*/-SD* with]priyihg' 
arid full of women. i£fe didn't see tnem again that 
afternopru At the Aamethime we could 'See : tHe yan 
going back, towards- the .airport , and turning around • It- 
then drove onto the highway and drove towards, us* .1 can 
not identify/the driver. Wheti the van was' about. 1<D0 - - 
yards away we 'backed onto the highway to try' to 'Stop 
the- yah ,At this time/people; insider the van‘were already 
.firing at us -from the window on the drivers side. About 
.75 shots were fired. There was .also a .car’, 1 think the. 

El Carrier o, in front of the van, the Pontiac and white: 
pickup were behind the van. I also .saw rifles point- 






ixig but. of the El Cameno. They all drove, by Us - 
■firing. Bv this time we. were, on the south side 
of' the highway where the other guys (Rangers, etc) 
were. .-No one in the Ranger group, had guns, and 
we. did .not have '.any weapons and no fire was returned. 
In the ditch, on Hip Snnfh W a ra l 

I I hand 

others I cannot- recall. 

"At this time. I'm sur d I 

truck was hit this time. This time the car I- was 
in,' the red-Chevy, was also, hit in the. hub cap. I'm 
not surd where else it-was hit at that time. 


"Wei checked to be _ 


one was shot and were. 


s sure no <_ _ _ 

sure he one was i. Therilfl drove’east to see 
the whereabouts of the AJLM’ers; We were not chasing 
them/ We were in the red Chevy. There- were still no 
pdlicemen in sight. As we came .around ; the comer. 
on the. other side of east dam turnoff the. van was narked 
I -fchftre antj four nferi were standing there._I -1 

-withwhat appear eu 1 to oe 1 the.same weapons.- ^Theys tar ted 
.firing. &. we. Stopped and- drove into- the -ditch- on the 
right hand Side of the road. \tfe were,about 150 yards from 
them., We jumped out arid got on the right hand side ; 
bf the car-and stayed low. There pis t‘have been 30 . 
to- 50 rounds fired: at Usv One -round hit the side left 
rear;"window and one the front window.. - -We could.-also 
hear the f bunds go over .out head arid hit, the -dirt 
.- around us . V .. 


"Each of the.above Spur had their Weapons pointed * 
at us when we were’driving down the road. ‘We turned off 
the road .so fast -that X didn’ t see-any muzzle fire. ‘ 
was staying low. After, about, three or four miriutes we 
backed out.. I was now driving. 1 drove up the ditch.. . ^ 

about 50 yards, away from the van,-then I drove, onto the 
highwayt. - iV>- 1 * ■ . ' * 





0 . 


MP 70-9729' 
(5> 


"We then Kent back to the turnoff '-bv l I 

and there were about 4 police cars there. I recognized 
| |X think] | and others I 

ao not recall. We tola rnem we were being shot at and 
they all drove towards where the van was. It must 
have* been about 2:3Q pm, and 3:00‘ pm. at this time* 

"We then returned to.. Pine Ridge* SD., 

"I haye. heard automatic weapons, fire and X am 
sure we were fired at by automatic weapons, 

"I do not know anything of a beating at the -Pine 
Ridge Airport* i did not see any whites in the yicihity 
o<£. the airport while all this was. going On* 

" x| 1 have rfead the & page 

statement and that it is true to the best of my' „ . 

knowledge. ‘ * ’ - . - 


"Witnessed: 


"W 



■Special Agent > 1 


/■ . At the conclusion of preparing the statement 

NATHAN G. MERRICK left. 

The following information was obtained from 
WILSON, pr noted during the interview: 

• Name - 

Address. 

Telephone Wumber 
Employer 

Pine Ridge, SD ' . 

Position -Part qwner - Lakot Sand & Gravel 

Company 
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Race 

Sex 

Height. 

Weight 
Color Eyes 
Color Hair. 
Tattoos. 

Date: of Birth 
Place, of Birth 
Social' Security 
.Account .Number 
Education 
>Military Service 
Marital, Status- . 
Arrests 


Indian 
Male . 

5 feet 7 inches 
140"pounds 
Brown 


Pine Ridge, South Dakota 


Nona 
Divorced 
Nona admitted" 






'March 3, 1975 


"I 


also known ai 


have made the following statements to| 
and I 


who have'identified 
themselves to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and that they wanted to discuss^ the 
disturbance at the Court House on Wednesday, February 
26, 1975, at^appr oxima tely 2:00 PM and the shooting 
incident that occurred near the airport at Pine Ridge 
South'Dakota. I am an indian male D.O.B 


place 


of birth, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, an American citizen, 
graduated from high school at Oglala Community School 
in 1973 and can read and understand the English language. 
"On 2/26/75, at approximately 2:30 pm I was with 

lin| |car, drove up to the Court House 


and parked near the stop sign. As I arrived at the Court 
House, I saw a green, I think a Dodge van with Iowa license 
plate. The van had a spare tire on the rear, and a cover 
was on it and the cover had an indian outline on the 
cover. The outline was of the indians face and shoulder. 

I also saw an El Comino, blue and white that belonged 

€ 


in the front seat in[^ 


^Jparked behind the van. I was sitting 


^]car which was parked in the 


parking lot facing the Law and Order building.|_ 


| ] then g ot out and walked over and stood on the 

sidewalk near] | car. | Iwas standing 


-/?- 
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there for a few minutes and then| |walk 

over from the front of the Court House and began talking 
left and Russell Means, and two 
other male Indians came walking up to All 

three, including Means walked out of the Court House. 

They all talked with | | for a few minutes. Means 

then came over to the car and talked with me for a few 
minutes as he is my cousin. Then I saw 

drive up and then park in front of the van. I |the 


talked with Means. I then saw ^ nd j = j 

J walk out of the Court House and start walking 


toward the street in front of the Court House. I then turned 
around and heard a lot of noise and then I turned around. 

As I turned around I .saw Russell Means and his group going 


toward the van. I saw| 
back and then Ski Jacobs holdf 


Jat one time hold 

Iback from the Means 


group. I think they wanted to fight but I didn't see any 
fight. Some girls then said, let's get the hell out 
of h ear . 

"The van then drove off and drove through the "BIA 
parking lot and drive East toward the airport. I got 

back into_car along with and | | 

| fcfrsn drove off toward the airport after the 

van * _wanted to follow the van and was mad 

because of what happened in the court house. 


-2.0- 
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”As we all approached the airport I was sitting 
in the right rear passenger seat in j | car. As 

we approached the airport I saw the green van parked in 
the ent erance driveway to the airport in front of the 
white house. The van was facing South. I saw some people 


car. I saw 


I believel 


| and 
tie 

this time 



shot at us in tl 

1 1 

| i®. 

a shooting position like 


shooting a rifle, and heard a noise like someone was 
shooting a rifle. I saw a puff of smoke. At this time I 
yelled to | | and | | that they were shooting at us. 

I then dropped down down in my seat and then the floor. 
As I ducked down there was at least two more shots fired 
at me and the car. 


b6 
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"I believed I saw a long gun being held by | 

| * saw at least three guns but don't know 
who the other person was holding the gun. 

| ~~1 then pulled into the | | driveway do™ 

the road- from the airport. After we pulled into the 
driveway we all "bailed ^Put” of the car on the passanger 
side and hid behind the car. I was very scared and fear 
of my life. I stayed beside the car for a few minutes. 


- - 2 -/ - 




and then ran to the 


house to call the police". 


|_[was there in the house and said "What' s 

going on, I heard those gun shots". I couldn't get my 
breath and asked him to call the police, 
and his wife along with | ^ oth drove up 

in their pick-ups. I was standing in the back of the 
house telling everyone what was going on. Suddenly I 
heard several shots being fired. This was just after 
I saw the van drive. out of the driveway from the airport. 

I was on the porch when I heard several shots being fired. 
I ran into the house to see what was going on. I couldn't 
see anything as I looked out the window to the front door. 
I could, see some cars in the same area near the spot that 
[ car was when I got out. I ran back through the 
house and went to the back porch, looked over and saw 
the van driving east on the highway toward the Wounded 
Knee junction. I know it is the same van because I saw 
the' same Indian design and the green color. I also saw 
| |e! Comino and a white pickup following the van. 


I then got irj_|pick-up and drove out the drive way 

and turned west on the highway. X didn't see 
car and drove on past and parked on a turn out, just 
before you get to the airport on the South side of the 
highway. Stayed there for a few minutes talking about 
twenty-minutes. This whole think took place between 











b6 

b7C 


a a 

2:30 PM and .3:30 PM. After talking witl | | for 

awhile I then got into | [ pick-up 

and. then drove into Pine Ridge; South Dakota. 

"I have read this statement which, consists 
of six pages. X have initialed all corrections and I 
now sign this statement which I gave freely and. 
v ollentarily . This statement is true and correct to 
best of my knowledge. • 

373775-- 




Witnessed:. 

,SA t . FBI, Rapid City SD 3/3/75. 
, Rapid City, S.D. 3/3/75. . 


*7s A 


*7s/SA 


FBI 
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_| ■ ■ hergihv vn 1 1 mtarl. 1-ir . furnish 

d statement to | _| and 

[vho have identified themselves to me as 
the FBI. No threats or promises have been 


ngern-s Jiur __ _ 

made to me regarding this statement.. 


On 2/26/75 .1 was in Pine Ridge,_SB_a±_anm-^ximately 

1:30 nm pr 2:00 pm. I was with my boss,]_in 

-1 jeep. We were driving to my place of employment, the 

Ranger Station, Planning Center, Pine Ridge, SD, and observed 
four vehicles, described as follows, turn into the Planning 
Center: 


A green van, white pickup, blue and white Chevy El 
Cammo pickup, and a big car dark blue, possibly a Pontiac. 
These four vehicles drove to the fence in the planning center, 
about 150 yards from Highway 18, turned around, and parked at 
the entrance to the planning center. 


I and 

trailer house n h&r tne piartn: 


stopped at his residence, a 

.ng center. This trailer house is 


about 300 yards from where the green van stopped. 


b6 
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All ?° ur vehicles were parked for about 15 minutes, 
then all 4 vehicles pulled out on highway 18 and drove east. 

I heard approximately 30 shots, fast, which shots appeared to 
come from these four vehicles. I did not see anybody get out 
of these four vehicles. These four vehidles had about 20 or 25 
individuals in them, and appeared to be shooting at vehicles 
which were parked on the south side of highway 18. My pickup, 
a 1972 Ford, blue, was parked in the group of vehicles on the 
south side of highway 18. My pickup was shot in the right rear 
part of the cab. 


vemcies. 


recognized RUSSELL MEANS J __Laad 

-i_| as being part of RUSSELL MEANS' group. 

_pwned the Chevrolet El Camino in this grou p or rou r 


After this shooting, RUSSELL MEANS and his crew 
headed east, and I drove to Pine Ridge in my pickup. 

2/26/75, about 11:00 am, I observed a blue and 
white plane land at the Pine Ridge airport, and individuals 
from this plane got in a green convertible. A heavy set guy, 
looked like a negro, got out of this plane. 

I don't know anything about any shooting of this 

plane. 






- 2 




I don’t know anything about any beating of 
individuals at the Pine Ridge Planning Center on 2/26/75. 

I observed the fnl 1 iwi po r>or>r>1a at- Mio 
the nlanninp center on 2/26/75: 


of 


After the shooting about 50 people came to the 
scene to see what happened. 

I was born 5/1/53, Pine Ridge, SD. 


ll 


_ , _ v have read the above state¬ 
ment of 4 pages ana now sign it, because it is true to the 
best of my knowledge.” 

’Uitnpssed: I , 


n /s/ 


”2-28-75” 


Special Agent, FBI 
TST7 Rapid City, SD 2/28/75.” 


-c?cr- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF ‘INVESTIGATION ' 


Dole of tfoa^crrptfon J 

THEODORE TIBBITTS, Chief Judge,. Oglala Sioux. 

Tribe, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, 'Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, upon interview furnished the following informa¬ 
tions ' 

TIBBITTS advised that at about 2:00,p.m. on 
February 26, 1975, a group of Indian males,, led by RUSSELL, 
MEANS, came into the courtroom and rudely distppted the 
court offices. TIBBITTS advised that there was no court 
in session at the time and that he was in his offices 
toward the rear of the courtroom. TIBBITTS advised that ’ 
the prosecutor’s office and clerk’s officer were open. 

TIBBITTS - stated t hat an Indian male, later iden- , 
tified to him as a| l phonetic spelling, who is from 

Rosebud, South Dakota, ana who appeared to be the most 
boisterous of the group, came to TIBBITTS’ office door. 
According to TIBBITTS, this man appeared to be in an 
int oxicated condition and was demanding that I hold trial 
fori i TIBBITTS advised| |that no ... 

* trials were scheduled and asked the man to leave. TIBBITTS 
stated that he closed the door and before he could return 
to h'is 'desk the door was thrown open with such force that; it ’ 
"banged" 1 against the wall making a loud noise. -■ 

XEBBITTS advised he went to the. door, and approached 
T At this- point he" asked the man to leave 
TIBBITTS stated that as he'was talking to this 


the man 9 l 
the courtroom. 


man at this point, he looked out into the courtroom and saw 
RUSSELL MEANS standing in the courtroom with four to five other 
male individuals. All of these men appeared to be shouting 
and hollering obscenities and all appeared to intoxicated.. 
TIBBITTS advised that he then closed his office door and being 
concerned for the personnel in their offices, left the court 
building and went to< the police department next door to get 
help. ' ' 

TIBBITTS advised that the police arrived in about 
fifteen minutes. The police made no arrests, which TIBBITTS 
stated that they had every right to as the group was disturb¬ 
ing the peace and were intoxicated in public which are viola- 
— ti o ns -of-fe he - Oglala Sioux Tribal cod e s .-:-— ---—- 


. Interviewed on 2 / 28 / 7 - 5 ^ 


. 70-9729 
- 3 / 2 / 7 5 - 


Ihis document conjoint neither recommendation,-nor conclusion* ol (he FBI. It'lt iKe'properijr of the.F&t ond. .it loaned lo your ogency: ■ 
i! ond ilt contents ore not to^be distributed outside your.agency. - 








& 
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/ -TIBBITTS advised that after the police arrived 

the crowd, who had entered the court'building, left-and 
went outside. TIBBITTS stated that at this point he left 
the court building to keep other appointments. 
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I I Oglala Sioux 

Tribal Office, furnished the following information: 

She worked on February 26, 1975, until about 
3:30 p.m. She is not sure of the times involved, but stated. 

it could not be much earlier or later than 3;3Q P.m._ She _ 

left work withj_| About 2:00 p.m. | 

had called in from the Planning Cente r stating cue aiii was 
there: ^ A little later I Ig ot on the phone and 

went to call the police. She seemed to be very excited. 

She said nothing regarding any shooting in the area and 
nothing a hnut an y aircraft. Up until that point this is the 
only thing] [had heard to indicate to her that anything 
was wrong. 

After leaving work she and | | drove around a 

little bit, then went to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
parking lot because they saw a car there that had been shot 
up. She stopped there around 4:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

At the parking lot she sawl —. I 

stf.OT.ET YOUN G BEAR, "SKI’* JACOBS J_ I and | 1 

I | All were jus £ standing ar<?ynd |f _^ She opened the 

door to her car and heard I _J |furnishing some 

white guys who were in the group the names of other people . 
in the group. She_noted there were two white men with this 
group of people. 1 T gnt: mif. and stood by their.*car. She 

saw no trouble, no fights or arguman£s_of any kind. After 

staying about ten minutes she and!_ 1 left the area. 

The other people that she had previously met were still there 
when they' left. She claimed she had heard nothing else said 
by anyone. 


b6 

b7C 


She and ! I drove around for a while, then parked 

in front of the pottery shop. They parked on the street 
and said they were just being snoopy. While there were cars 
constantly pulling in and out, she denied having ta lked to 
anyone at that scene. She sa^ | | , and 


MP 70-9734 

iMwvitwed 3/3/75 _ Fine Ridge, South Dakota Fi , e s MP 70-9729 


Assistant Special Agent in Charge PHILIP F. 

EKLOW and SA JOHN E. MC CARTY JEM/lec ^,. 3/7/75 


this document contains ooiibcr recommendotlons no r conclusions of the F8J* It li the property of the FBI ond *s looned to yov* ojjcncy: 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. * 


-a?- 
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| _ I in the parking lot in the BIA building 

and that there were a lot of cars in the lot. She said 
she did not know who the p c onnants o f these cars were or 
if they were wi th I |and| |or not.- She did not 

.see I I and YOUNG BEAR at that time. They stayed there 

for about one iiour and then said that| |did come over 

and talk to them for a very short tim<b sne cannot recall 
whatl I said, but remembers he was quite excited. She 

saw no weapons in the possession of anyone in the area. 

She also heard at that time that | la nd YOUNG BEAR 

were in the- Tribal Jail, but does not knov? why they were . 

there. She did not see them go into or corse out of the j" 

Tribal Jail. • b7c 

She then claimed that there was ho crowd in the 
area and that she saw no occupants in the cars in the parking 

-lot_ She tr,nst s aw a lot of traffic. After about an hour, 

| land I I drove off, so she and| |drove off. She 

at fir st said there was no one in the area when she and , - 

| | left, then changed to state that there were cars parked 

on both sides of the street. ' 

| |advised she has lived here all her life and 
proclaimed she could not identify anyone that was in 
the area other than those two mentioned. She is sure there 
were no tribal officials at the scene as all were at the 
tribal session. 

Tribal Presiden t DICK WILSON c ame to the Tribal 
Office about one hour after| pad called in from 

the Planning Center. Ke was alone at the time. She told 
him that the girls who-work in the Tribal Office were worried 
so he told them he would let them go home. She did not see-- 
any weapons in WILSON's possession, but did notice he was 
wearing faded jeans, and a blue windbreaker, and sunglasses 
at the time. He said nothing about any trouble. She assumed 
he had just come in from the Council meeting. He stayed in 
the office for about five minutes, then left. She was too 
busy trying to get out of the office to ask WILSON any questions. 




MP 70-9734 
MP 70-9729 
3. 


She an< j | were riding in| | car that 

day. She also noted that during the afternoon while 
she was still at work she was in and out of the Tribal 
Office Building, a nd nn nno nm a s ion prior to the time she 
left work, she sawj putside the buil fjiim t~h 

his car -told ner ir. nflfl peak shot up. Just | | 

|was with_I at this time. This was about 

one hour bet ore DICK WILSON, SR.!, came'back to the Tribal 
Office. She saw no we apon at that time. She did look 
into the car and hear q~ saying, "they shot at him.” 

He also mentioned something a tout 'the van and an automatic 
weapon. She has no id ea whir ho namn hark rn the T ribal 

Office Building. Just I _ I _| and the 

women from the Tribal Offic e who had gone out to look at the 
car were there at the time. I ] said she went back in and 
out of the Tribal Office Building frequently to check the 
telephone switchboard. She then said there was nothing 
else that she could furnish regarding this incident. 


-30 ~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION' 


Dole of IfomcfIpttoo_ 


-3/.X1/75 


At about 7:30 p.mj 

telephonically 

contacted' SA MC CARTY. It was explained tol 

_1 that _1 


RUSSELL MEANS,| [andF 

were reportedly at the Pine 


jj.and 


arport .at 
ilt. on I I and his, 

the FBI would like to 


approximately the time of t he assmi l 
group; It was explained to t 

interview these people as potential witnesses, and It was 
also explained to him that they are potential subjects in 
the shooting of a tribal vehicle. It was* explained to him 
that that, it was believed this might be a- method best, for 
all concerned if they could be interviewed in a neutral area, 
and it was assumed they would not want to come into Pine 
Ridge. 

said that at- that time he has no idea 
it these people, but that he doubts very 
would talk to the FB I- He does 
and stated] |is. not interested 

he has another charge pending 
stated, he seriously doubts,, any of 


as to' how t 
much that 
represent: 
in talking to the. 

against him now. | _____ _ 

the group would talk to the FBI, but he would make an effort 
to contact them to .see if they-would be willing to be 
interviewed. , 



ndQ 


-He then said that as a complainant he left MEANS 

at Wounded Knee prior to the assaul t on his 
He does not' recall having seen ] [ or I I 

I at that time. At Wounded Knee he .also saw with MEANS 
and ] I some Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). people, 

spme people from Nebraska, and some spectators. He : saw 
the MEANS group leave going north and is. sure, they were not 
at the airport at .the time of the assault on he and his group. 

1 I then stated that, when he was attacked he 

heard some goon say,. ”he was at the courthouse. H He assumes 

l ** 1 '~** -pent was in reference to when he represented 

there. 


3/1/75 


Gordon-,- Nebraska. 


SA JOHN :E. MC CARTY/lec 


MP- 70-9734 
MP' 70-9729 


3/7/75 


(hit document conlolm neither reconimendoliont nor conelutlont-of (he FBI. I 
il ond lit contents oce -no|> to be distributed oyttide your .ogenc/,. 


it fbe properly of Jthe FBI end ft loaned lo you t og«n<y; 
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He then wanted to know if the trunk Ifd on 
the car was open when the FBI found his car. He' said the 
lock on the trunk lid had been .punched out and the lid 
is locked and. he has not as yet been, able to get it open, 
so-he does “hot know ff anything is, mis sing from the, 
trunk or not . Nothing is missing from his car'that hh has 
been able to determine as yet and except for the trunk lid 
lock, nothing was changed in its condition, frpm thd time he. 
left it until he. again obtained custody of it; . 


I said- he had found a leather headband 
with two strands on it with long light colored hair in it.. 
He found this- in his .car, -but said it belonged to no one 
who had been, in his car that he knew- of .. He will' make it 
available.-, - 


“ |1advised he had determined.that a potential 

witness concerning the assault against he and his group 
.might be a-school bus driver who was heading east, was stopped 
by the. goon roadblock and saw the whole, thing, -This was 
about' 3,;45 vp.m. . _ ' 


I | then .said it might take two.or three- 

days before he can tell, the FBI that the peisons earlier 
mentioned do not Jwant to ;talk to the FBI i He then said' that ‘ 
he did not want to represent that they would' not talk to 
the I’BI except for I ftiritil he" has. actually .contacted 

them. - ■ 
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_ * Dote o{ lion it rig »an . 


2;Q2 p.m.. March 6. ,1975, 1 1 who 

advxsed he is. ]| for the Wounded Knee 
Defense/Offense uommxttee in Rapid City, -South Dakota, 
came into the Rapid City,' South Dakota,- Resident Agency. 


K - 


Hr J~ | | was * asked if he represented RUSSELL 

MEANS* He advised he. did hot and when asked -trim vms reprpgpr^h -fng 
him, he stated that he did hot know, and that, it would be 
resolved next week- He. stated that he was to.' represent 
-the Sioux Falls,' South Dakota,. court house defendants in . 
^approximately two weeks and therefore' be&^use of his committment, 
to that trial he was not able to represent RUSSELL MEANS. 

He stated, that the first time -he saw RUSSELL MEANS, on the 
reservation was out at Wounded Knee .at the intersection of 
Big Foot Trial and Mandersoh Road. He said that he came • 1 
upon a;.group of people .there which included the-Chipf of 
Police SKEE JACOBS and- that there .was some question as to 
the ownership Of the yani It. was ,his intention to return 
to the Pine Ridge Police Station to "clarify the- ownership 
of the van. - , . 




] He‘ Jater stated that the; van, was owned by[ 
. ,1'Jhen asked if RUSSELL MEANS’w£fe‘riding, in 1 


j v”** 'nwi 4.j.uxug, j-u i me van* he 

stated that he did hot know* .He did stated* however,, that 
he did see- and talk to MEANS outside the van. He stated- ‘ 
that: he-did" not.'know that MEANS was even-oh the reservation 
and was surprised to see him .there at thatfiiutefsection. 

He stated that' to his kno wledge ME ANS and the people with him 
did hot even know that he,L \ and the' other individuals, 

who, were-investigating the! [<-or¬ 
pine judge., •' 1 - J 


|case were even; in 


He left the Resident Agency at 2:29 p;m. 




Inlgrvlewi 

SA JOHN E*. MC CARTY 
W-ASAC-PHILI-P-^--ENLO W/BF E:sb- 


0 ' kapid-Gity,—S outh j pa kotar- 


149-467 


-3/6/75- 


Ihit document' .conloiot-neither <«cprnntendol)br»s nor conclgtions-ol ,lhe FBI. It it tfie properly ot Ih® FBI Olid it looned lo your ogency: 
i| ond i(t coni8n.it or* ,yiol .Joi-be distributed. pglsfde yogr .ogencyT ' . 

S3*" * ’ r • . 










Oote of tt< 


,March 3, 1975 


Credentials of the interviewing Agent were 
exhibited to RUSS. MEANS at the Pennington County Jail, 
Rapid City, South Dakota, and.vthe credentials of 
Deputy Sheriff, j | were also shown to him, 

at which time he said "see my attorney "\ The. telephone 
number of the American Indian Movement (AIMV House was 
dialed for MEANS who talked- to ] | 

Then | | talked to Special Agent (SA> 

BRUCE G* ERICKbUW and stated he did not want MEANS - 
interviewed about anything for a period of a. day or two 
or until after he had the chance to talk over several 
things with MEANS. The interview was then terminated. 
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Dole of transcription. 
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| _Lwho identified himself as being 

a brother oJq | furnished the following infor¬ 

mation : 


At about 2:30 p.m. on February 26, 1975, he was 
walking back from the Road Shop when he saw RUSSELL MEANS 
across the street in the Tribal Courthouse. There were 
quite a few neonle a round so he walked over to the area. There 
he saw| \ come out of the courthouse after about 

five minute s,' He dad not see MEANS go into the courthouse. 

His brother 1 |was going in and out of the courthouse. 

Someo ne said that a kind of mouthy guy that was present__ b6 

was a I I r-nhnnet ic V who was arguing with I _| b7c 

1 [ |and| | was xn a 

police unrrorm at that TTfflg . — tie personally saw h o weapons 
and no physical trouble. He stood back and watched what 
was going on. 

When| |came out he saw MEANS get into a 

van. He is not.sure wno else got in, as he could not get 
a good look. He did not recognise t he driv er. MEANS was 
in the front seat. Someone told him | | had punched 

MEANS, but he did not see this himself"; 

At that time MEANS was wearing sunglasses and 
a sort of suede type jacket, light brown with yellow and 
white on it. It-sort of looked like a cowhide. MEANS 
had long hair, not in braids. -He did not notice the trousers 
or shirt-that he was wearing. 


The van then left after "SKI” JACOBS and some 

police had broken up the gathering:' Several cars left_ 

with the van and proceeded east. He thinks that |_ 

was with the MEANS group. Someone said, "let’s follow them.” 

He himself, however, just stayed around the area and has 
no idea as tn who did foll ow the group. A bout five minutes 
later he, | | and I went ou t past th e 

a? mnrt. The tribal car driven by I I | | and | | 

I -J in it, left the area about two or taree minutes arter 

- MEA N S. ----- KF"70-97,34 - 
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When he got to the airport he saw that the 
van was in the airport turnoff with several cars which were 

also at the airport. There were cars on both sides of_ 

the driv e with room for just one car to get through. | | b f 

I ~l was with the MEANS gro.up.' He saw a bunch of people b7c 

around, the v van, but went on past them about between 40 and 
50 miles per hour. He did not notice any guns 3 with the 
group, but said his group never slowed down. 

__Ejast the airport he saw| |ln the 

ditch. | | said, "get dox-m they 1 r e~ snooting . " He himself 

did not near any shots at that time. I J car was 

north in a turnoff leading to the north, the first one 

east of the Pine Ridge Airport. He. himself pulled off into 

the ditch on the south side of the road a cross f rom what is known 

as the Herd Camp turnoff, which was 'where | | was parked. 

There was another car there with a flat tire. 

Some more cars then pulled in both in front and 
in bac k of him. Everyone hit the ditch, then the car with 
I I went on by them and stopped by another car further east 

on a hill. Then the van and two-cars came by. He heard 

• . several -shots being fired, but has no idea as to the number 
- , of them. There seemed to be shots from the van and both 

' cars*. There were quick bursts of fire, then the group continued 
' on. He himself ducked down and has ho idea as to who 
. actually shot. - 

Before the van and two 'cars came back, |~ I had 
--^.'backed his car ac ross th e road so it'X<?as still facing north 

* : toward the road. | packed -off onto the approach across 

from the Herd Camp. He saw no guns in the group that he x?as 
-with. He did later hear a shot go off after the van and the 
group with it went by, but he has no idea as to who fired the 
shot. He does not believe it was fired at the van. ■ 

I [ pickup was par ked near his car 

in the ditchT After the van went by,[ | and| | 

took off and followed it, but retumeoTTa -very short time. 
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He did not hear any shots after that. It was about five 
minute s from the time he arrived until the van went by. 

I I too k off a fter the van one to two minutes after it *>6 

went by. I ^I was gone maybe three to five minutes and then b7c 
came back. The police arrived just then. 

J_ —l _Pnl i r,e Of f 1 rers I | I 

| _, and some other police officers 

took off heading east. After the group had told| | 

what had happened, he said that was enough to arrest tuem. 

1 ~~1 and DICK WILSON, SR., with | | 

pulled in about that time. A lot of people' showed up, and 
.there was a lot of chatter for about five to fifteen minutes. 


He did not notice any airplane at the airport. 

He, | | and| I then 

returned to Pine Ridge. He noted then a big group of people 
by the old East Gas Station across from the Mocassin Factory. 

He advised he had origin ally looked at| j 

car at the airport area after ! I c ame back. When he, 

11 returned to Pine Ridge. 1 [ went on to the police 

‘ station. All of this happened in 20-30 minutes. 

.At the gas statio n ever yon e ral ko.r? for about 

five to. ten minutes, then he, | ~~| and! _heft. , He went 

to fhe not ice station where he saw| [ UXCK. WILSON, SR., 

and | | talking together. 


He had heard there was no m ore work taking place, 
so he just cruised around with [ Nothing was 'going on 

so he parked down on the street 5y the Catholic church. This' 
was around 4:00 p.m. He thought the police would be bringing 
the van back so he waited 15-20 minutes. Someone then said they 
had caught the van, but the police cars came in with no 
prisoners,'so he just talked to various people in the area 
and then went on home. 
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At no time after he left the Herd Camp area 
after the shooting did he return to the airport. He was not 
involved in any fight at the airport and did not hear any 
talk about it. He does not know of anyone who did return 
to the airport after the shooting. 


j |said he would prefer not to sign any 

statement, lie sard that when he has to testify there are 
always more AIMs there, and the goons do not get any 
protection and they are the ones that get hassled around 
by AIM. 


]then prepared a rough map of the airport 


It was explained to him that whether or not he 
gave a signed statement would have no bearing on any 
possible subpoena to testify. He said he understands that 
but again said he does not want to give any signed statement. 




I 
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Dole of Ironscriplion_ 


[ 


-L._, ( 

e toi: 


onnection with an official investigation, 


also known as [ 


BRUCE G. ERICKSON and Deputy SheriffT 
Pennington County Sheriff's Office. 


fur- 

SA) 


of the 


He was advised he would only be asked questions 
by SA ERICKSON about the alleged assault on Wounded Knee 
Attorneys and also the incident at the Courthouse on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation to which he agreed. 


He denied being at the airport or knowing anything 
about the shooting there on the airplane or the police car. 
He did not know anything about the assault on the Wounded 
Knee Attorneys. 


On Wednesday, February 26, 1975, he was due to be 
tried for "DC" In tribal court at Pine R idge. South Dako ta. 

He went to the cour,t with RUSH ffKANS and| I to 

see tha_nrpsecutor,|_ | When he goc. rnco cne court¬ 

room, ! | saw RUSS standing behind him, and got fl ustered 
and made a call to someone in the next room. I [ said the 

case was postponed and he would notify P wHen the case 

was rescheduled. They went outside and the re was a lot of • 

r nann.l-a_miJJJng_arnnnri.—He recognized I___ I 

| [ and|_| [swung 

at RUSS MEANS and missed him. The second time ti e swung , he 
caught RUSS a .glancing blow on the cheek. RUSS, I la nd 

himself then got into the green van.and drove to l 1 house 

in Porcupine, South Dakota. He stayed there until that night 
when he went to his home in Allen, South Dakota, where he stayed 
until Friday afternoon. *■ 


He furnished, the -following descriptive information 
about himself: 


Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Date of Birth- 


Indian 
Hale 
5* 9*’ 

1 An TMMinflg 


- -3/2/ 7-5_oi Rapid City, South Dakot a fh. » HP 70-9729 

by ——SA^BRUCE-G._ERI CKSON_BGE/amJ_ Loo.* dioaud 3/5/ 75_ 
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Place of Birth 

Hair 

Eyes 

Marital Status 


Residence 

Education 


Julesberg, Colorado 
Long, black hair 

Brown _ 

Married to| 

One stepdaugnter, age b; 
One son, age 3. 

Allen, South Dakota 
Graduate of Todd County 
High School, Mission, 
South Dakota. 



T'-tr_,_ I then told him that he wished 

incident that happened 'at Scenic, South 


were made to 
but apparently! 


i . , , — ^f his "Rights”. After this, 
Jaxd he wanted to call an "AIM Attorney". Attempts 
i to cpij^A iH^House"_in Rapid City, South Dakota,,. 


r-— ,- *■** fj-v. '-.j.u.y , ovuut 

|had the wrong telephone number 


be j 

b7C 
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Date of tfans<rtp!!an_H9XOtl_XQ.»_1S7.5 


^bruary 26, 1975, Special Agent (SA)T 


|at approximately 2:25 p.ra., observed"!* 
group or approximately 30 individuals milling around in 
front of the Courthouse, Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 


1 I was oksetv e ^ standing in front of 
this Courthouse and | I was observed standing 
on a sidewalk across the street from this Courthouse. 


b€ 

b7C 


A green van was observed parked on the street 
in front of the Courthouse and several long haired Indian 
males were observed standing around this green van. None 
of these^ individuals were recognized. 


-2/26/75- 


-sa-L 


-o< 


i-nie ^_HR_70=aZ29_ 
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- 1 At approximately 2:IQ p.m.. February.26, 1975, 

SA l I accompanied by SA | j was driving 

south on Highway 18, past the Tribal Court House in Pine 
’ Ridge, South Dakota, and noticed a green van parked in front 
of the Court House. A number of people wer e observed 
milling around in front of the Court House. | I was 

one-of-the individuals standing in front of the Court House. 

SA | _[a dvised SA JOHN E. MC CARTY by radio of the above. 

SA MC CARTY requested that we telephone him at the Rapid 
City Resident Agency. 

SA | ~| and | b roceeded to White Clay, 

Nebraska, in order to telephone the Rapid City Resident 
Agency and were gone approximately 15 minutes. Upon re¬ 
turning to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, the green van and the 
people wh o were s tanding in front of the Court House were 
gone* SAj |went inside the. Court House and conducted 

a brief interview of Judge TIBBITT. 


SAl _khan drove in a,separate Bureau car 

east on Highway, jl# toward the Pine. Ridge Airport. Upon 
arriving at the airport turn-off^ a group of vehicles, 
for instance, cars and pick-u ps were n arked in the ditch on the 
south side of Highway 18. SA l [ rove past the group 

of vehicles and noticed a •nhmh Ar of In dian males standing 
■ onf-s-idp nf i~h e vehicles. He was able t o identify only 
kind noticed thatl fas carrying what 

to be either an AR-l b or an H- 16 rifle. 

SAS | | and | | had proceeded to the air¬ 

port -in an attempt to determins^whether any shots were fired 
as previously repo-rt^d _tn hhpm hst t-br* Pine Ridge Police 
Dep artment dis patcher. , | At this point both 

SAS | | and| |went oactc to the Planning Center, 

en tAceu buiioing^and attempted to find anyone present. 
r 5 A 1 1 saw an ind . i ,viduaI> who identified himself as 

I _ I an Qglala Sioux Tribal'Ranger, seated 

in tbe Kanger office. advised that he had not heard 

any shots fired in the Vxcxnrdyjof the Planning Center or 
airport. It was approximately 3:10 p.m. 


le-ed on 2/26/75 


ifl 




/sb- 
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At this time SAS |_. 

on Highway 18 toward Wounded Knee, South. Dakota* 
approximately four miles south of Wounded Knee, SA 


then drove east 
■t a poi: 


r 


noticed a car driving very f&st. behind him and this venaeie 
was flashi ng- its .lights on and off in an apparent attempt 
" * -- SA | ^ f * [ TM s ind ; iy jdual was Nebraska Sharp Hf 

end he engaged SAS [ 

1 waxen J" __ 

Rapid City,•South DakofaT 


ghway 

and 


^ itely ten minutes. After 

roceeded to drive north towards 


On the way back to Rapid City a green van which 
had been seen earlier was not seen at.any time and no notice 
was made of any assaults cr similar incidents* 
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Dole of Iron scrip! *oo _ _ 2JJ.IJ.5- 


ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, also known as RICHARD 
WILSON, was furnished a statement of rights which he 
read. Upon completion if it, WILSON was advised that 
he was being contacted regarding an allegation that he 
and some of his followers had been involved In the 
beating of some Defense Committee people at the Pine 
Ridge Airport and also to determine his knowledge of the 
shooting of an airplane at the Pine Ridge Airport and 
the reported shooting of a tribal vehicle near the airport.. 
WILSON stated he had read the statement of rights, that 
he understood it, and he then' executed a Waiver of Rights. 

He then furnished the following Information: 

'£he Tribal Council met in session on February 26, 
1975, and he presided over it. At this point WILSON was 
asked if he would be willing to furnish a signed statement 
regarding his. knowledge of these incidents at the conclusion 
of the interview. WILSON said he could not give any signed 
statement as anything he knows is hearsay. 




00 p.m. during a coffee break,' 
came to him and told him “th ey told 
:he courthouse.” ’“He then told] 


■ hisf" 


was aere 

to go check the incident. He con tin ued th 4 ictess i_u 
find rout what was going on. 


n 


About 3:30 p.m. | 

“they've .lus t sho t up the airport." 
works as thr 1 1 


[came rn and 
He noted Mrs i L 


__ I I of the Plannfn 

Center at the ai ipuit.. —nt* men cook cae microphone and 
told the people that there was a shooting incident .at the 
Planning Center and he was going to recess the “Council 
meeting until farther notice. 

He was asked if anything out of the ordinary occurred 
at the Council meeting or if there were any persons there that 
he did not recognize on February .26, 1975. - He-said all'-he 
recalled was that there were two drunks at the-meeting and 


2/28/75 


Pine Ridge, South Dakota f 


MP 70-9734 

m imm 


3/3/75 


this Hotunenl contains neither recommendotions not conclusions of the FBI. II it the property of the FBI ond it loorted to your ogency; 








































































a © 


MP 70-9734 
MP 70-9729 
KP 149-467 
3. 


At rhis .point WILSON volunteered that while 
talking to j he said, "well, if they come back stomp- 

their ass. 1 and also said, "Why in the hell don't the cops 
do something about this?" He saw no police in the area 
at that time. 


“'After talking to[_| he told him to take the 

Safety car back to the police station, and he and a large 
group st arted hack toward Pine .Ridge. In his car at that 

time were]_^___|and himself. He pulled out 

of the approach and got to a point about o ne mile west of 
the airport heading toward Pine Ridge when | | 

who was behind him, blinked his lights. He then stopped 
, and tnt nnt . o f his car. Just then JOE JACOBS drove up. 

_|told JACOBS what had happened. JACOBS looked 


at the car and told them to take it to the police department 
so pictures could be taken. They all then proceeded on to 
the station wherel I took pictures of the car. He 

parked in the Bur eau ui mpxan Affairs fRTA’i dr iveway. 


About that time Councilman| 
check to see if his son, 

Wanblee okay. He then w .... __ _ 

it up. This was shortly after 4:00 p.m. 


Jasked him to 


_ bus driver, had. gotten back to 
He then went back to his office and ^closed 

' " ' ■ 'W/ 

\kr 


WILSON stated he was. at the airport area; for about 
15 minutes. After he closed his office he wentIback toward 
the air 

Be saw f 


h ed the East Filling Station 


K 


a large group o± people, ,‘so nti BLopymi.y.,,-— 

They were pretty fired up so he tried to calm" them; down/ 
and told them to break it up. He then left and went^home. 

He had a meeting at 5:00 p.m. with :the Economics Development 
Agency. As he left his home to go to i,the meeting heklsaw - 
a gro nn p-frfhpred nu tsidn-the.-.cniir.r.house. 1 He stoppedjiand 
asked | | and | J who were in the^gr^cup, 


what was go in; 
believes that 
few others, 
as the 
BEAR an< 


airly large group and 
was-in the group plus quite 


ters, He said there was "oretty much the - same ^roi\p 

other two gatherings. |_| told him' SIEVER T young 

;d|_|were at the courthouse. | = i 

tev were eoine to stick around and see if’ thp.v <*ot N a 

^jheN 

V- 


.rnaid they were going to stick around and see if’ they got N a 
police escort out of town. He thinks that at : this time*|ie\ 


-'/O- 
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may again have said something ahnnt "sfnmning the 
hell out of them," referring to| [and YOUNG 

BEAR. This was after 5:00 p.m. 

He then went on to the Airport Planning Genter 
■ Ko frbft meetin g followed in another vehicle by an attorney 

|_I When he arrived at the Planning Center, 

.no one was . there and the meeting had been cal led off . He 

.and] I then went to his home and ate, and) 1 1 eft_ 

around -o:4D p.m. Around 7:15 p.m. he went to|_ 

hopse to tell him to get the group notified that they were 
going to Wounded Knee the next day. When asked what he 
meant by the word "group" he said "goons, I guess, that's 
what we're referred to.", WILSON advised that the purpose 
in going to Wounded Kne§ was that his. group was not going 
to allow any celebrations at Wounded Knee, the anniversary 
of the takeover. He left | j ab out 7:45 p.m., went to 

his mother's home, talked to her for 15-20 minutes, then 
went home and stayed there the rest of the night. 

WILSON advised there was no altercation of any 
kind while he was at the airport and he has no personal 
knowledge of any incident in which any people were beaten. 

He advised that at the Council session on . 
February 25, 1975, he saw a man and woman lawyer team at 
the Council session* did not see them there on/ " 
February 26, 1975. He does not .know them, nor does he know 
•who they are affiliated with. He said he could only 
describe them as "shaggy .hippies,''" and that someone, he has- 
no idea who, told him they were lawyers. He said that 
anything else he knows is purely hearsay and "I won't even 
repeat it." • 


Up to this point nothing had been said to WILSON 
regarding.the allegation that he had allegedly said .words 
to the effect, "stomp them." References to that phrase 
had been furnished voluntarily by WILSON. At this point 
SA MC CARTY stated to him that there was a report that during 
the alleged assault on the people at the airport, he had 
pointed at a man and said, "stomp him," or words to that 
effect. WILSON replied, "my answer to that would be no,"* 
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He does not recall seeing any white people at the airport 
while he was'there. -He also said there were no weapons 
visible when he was with the group along the highway east 
of the airport. 

WILSON volunteered that he wants no confrontations 
or problems. There have been no incidents this week in 
which he personally has been involved in which there was any 
physical violence. He' then said he heard that MEANS and 
his group had taken a bunch of knives from a store in 
Batesland. South Dakota, on February 26, 1975. WILSON 
advised there is nothing else that he knows of or can offer 
in connection with this incident. He again stated he did 
not want to furnish this information in a form of a signed 
statement. 


The following information was obtained from personal 
observation and interview: 


Sex: 

Race: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: • 

Eyes: 

Marital status: 
Education: 
Tattoos: 


Male 

American Indian . 

April 29, 1934 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota 

5’11" 

220 

Black, collar length in back 

Brown 

Divorced 

High school graduate f 

"52W" bad left hand; \ 

,"DICK" back of fingers f 

of left hand 
Oglala Sioux Tribal 
President 


Occupation: 
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' Dole of IronKrtpIton_ . . - ■ 

RICHARD WILSON, SR., was contacted at his. office 
at, -whidh .time Jte was "told., that the FBI is investigating. 

-various' allegations on the Fine Ridge Indian 

Reservation including the allegation that he' and''his group; 
had allegedly beaten some people associated with, .the Wbuhded 
Rhee legal Offense/Defense Committee. He was told that his 
followers obviously #6, not want to talk to the FBI and he 
was asked if he wotild be willing to tel-1 his followers 
they could talk to ( us in the presence of Tribal Counadl 
if they chose. 

WILSON: said he understands the reluctance: of his 
people to talk in that, “You don’t swarm down here when ^ 

there is any attack on, me or my people but when the other 
•side yells you come pouring in". He said there have been 
enough reports made; but it does not ;do any good;so why 
- report anything .anymore. 

Mr-. ENLOW then pointed out that-.the RBI is . making 
an impartial investigation of the whole situation. WILSON 1 ’ . . 
said, he hoped so but that, .it appears that everying is slanted 
.for.-the American Indian .Movement (AIM) and people'that 
are for law and order have no civil rights any more. He 
said it appears to him the-FBI is asking pointed questions' 
directed only at his people and it appears to him the FBI 
is asking him to tell, his people to talk. . He said; that he 
will not' ask. his- people to talk to the FBI and that their, 

' confidence in investigative matters is absolutely-^ero inasfar 
as .his group is concerned. WILSON stated most people just 
wanted to lead peaceful lives’ arid that ,he is .constantly trying 
to prevent violence on the reservation. He stated he knows 
the reservation, is a powder keg, and it could blow, at any 
moment.. ," . . * 

He was asked if he thought :it would 'prevent 
trouble if th&.-AIM whs’ just i'giiored when it tried to have a 
dance; or celebration oh the reservation. WILSON' replied 
that this is just "tubbing salt in our wounds n and, said-, 

"How do you ignore the load of stuff they had coming, in 
here on Saturday? How can that be, ignored? A-ldt of innocent 
people could be hurt from stuff like that". (It appears 

3/4/75 Pine Ridge, South Dakota ; MP 70-9729 " 

" .MP ‘70-9734 - 
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WILSON was referring to ah incident in which several people 
were arrested by the Fall River County Sheriff’s Office the 
previous Saturday,) At that point WILSON stated he had an 
important meeting to attend* and the interview was terminated:* 

It is noted that WILSON now has hair which extends 
in the back to approximately collar length.. He said he has 
been letting his hair grow -for about eight months and had 
it cut and trimmed about eight months ago 
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Dole of transcription_3/4-/-75- 

The following vehicle was observed at the Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, airport: 

Make Ford - 

Model Two-door custom pickup 

Year 1972 

Color Light Blue 

License plate 
number 

Identification 
numbers, driver* 

- side door 

Window vehicle 
identification 
number None 

On the outside rear, passenger side, approximately 
12 inches from the roof, 3 inches from the side and 3 inches 
from the rear window a 7/16-inch hole was noted protruding 
inward. On the passenger side, approximately 7 inches from 
the roof a dent, approximately 1/2-inch round, was noted 
protruding outward. The dent was in line with the hole. The 
paint was chipped approximately l/2-inch around the hold and 
dent and the metal around both was not rusted, 

A second dent, approximately 1/2-inch round, was noted 
- approximately 12aikhst below the hole at a point where the 
ourside rear of the truck meets the side* This dent protruded 
inward. 
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OalC of Irnntfrinlton MaXCh 7, 1975 

The foll owing investigation wa s conducted by 
Special Agent (SA)| H nf a 1974 Ford, 

blue van. South Ba kuLa temporary piaLtj _| dated 

Febru ary 18. 1975. with Vehicle Identification Number 
(V1N) | I in front of the Tribal Ambulance Ser¬ 

vice at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 

- 1 The following observations were made by SA 

_|of this vehicle: 

b6 

1. One bullet hole in the right rear b 7 c 

. tail panel directly below the 

reflector. 

2. One bullet hole located on the right 
rear side panel directly below the 
reflector. 

3. One small piece of metal fragment 
located in the right rear storeage 
area directly below the two entry 
holes described above. 


3/5/75 _ n , Pine Ridge. South Dakota Ftl . a MP 70-9729 


-SAl 


1—mk 


J_Dote dictated_ 
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On March 2* 1975, an examination of a 1974* Chevrolet, 
bronze in color, bearing ho license ^pi^a'tVs^,- was made in, the 
parking lot of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Pine Ridge,. South 
Dakota; The . purpose of this examination was to determine if 
any spent; bullets and or cartridges were in this*‘^ihti6'' * 

... A Located on and in the dash of this automobile was a 
piece of'metal which appeared to be a shaving 1 from the* metal ' 
shell of the automobile. 


v . A piece of copper metal was located in the rear 

window .and stuck in the paper dealer plate (a temporary license) 
which was glued to the rear window, - This piece of. metal 
appeared to be a shayihg from a jacket, type of bullet. 


The upper right hand corner'd- the windshield 
was shattered aha the chrome; stripping .h«xt to..the windshield 
contained a hole similar to that made byNi : Mliot’.- From the 
indications of the smashed windshield and th# t&llet hole" 
in the chrome stripping the ..bullet would bay® fe*ime'from the 
left hand side and toward the front of the Automobile, 



In the reenter of the drivers seat* was located a 
hole, through the back of the front seat. A. coat banger wire was 
placed through this hole. The path of this hole extended 
through the seat and: entered the right rear corner of the 
rear seat. The path of the bullet appeared: to haye come 
through* the driver’s Side Window. There^was ho bullet hole 
in' this window land and thus it-would indicate, that the driver*s ' 

.side window was rolled down at the time the bullet hit. the 

front seat of the auto. The coat hanger wire waspplaced through* 

the hole in the rear seat*- The hole was- observed"to travel 

through the seat and' just linger the. rear deck panel. By 

raising a corner of the rear seat and deck panel a^jnillet hole was Pi 

observed through the mdtal Of the autombfcile. THh^Buliet 

making this hole; would hhye dropped to the, .ground or shattered 4 

as daylight could be seen through this, hole, ' An examination 

of the exterior rightfender wasmade and in particular the 

underneath side however no bullet was located, j 








The 1 left rear triangular yent window 'was missing*. 
Examination of this window frame -and door frame deter mine d 
p. bullet hole in the metal of the autdmobile* There appeared 
to be a bullet hole clear through the metal however no exit 
bullet hole was found in. the rear window dr any other portion 
of .the automobile. It would appear that the toilet this 

hole would have disintegrated upon traveling through the metal 
frame of the automobile. ' . 

. The left rear tire hub cap had two holes Which 
appeared to. haye Been made by a bullet or bullets. This 
hub comp was' remoyed however' ho spent bullets: were ideated in- 
side the hub cap. ;Thd trunk area of: the vehicle “Was examined and 
no- bullet holes or Spent toilets were found in the trunk. 

. - A total of five toilet holes Or impacts were found 

pn this automobile. . From the appearance of the entrance 
exit holes' it appears all bullets entered from- the left .hand aide 
of the automobile and traveled, in a direction to the right and 
rear, Side of the automobile* . ' ' - 

. Ih'e recovered pieces d£ metal have been made' a 
part of this file* - . 
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Dale of transcription 


’ A 1974, rust-colored Chevrolet Imp__ 

bearing South Dakota temporary dealer tag rnimbp -rj 
processed in ah attempt to locate any bullet fra^ 
side r M ^ r l eL —Photographs oftthis vehicle were taken 

, hv . S A J-■ 1 This vehicle, bears *terihl. number ' 

-land, is an Oglala Sioux Tribal vehicle assigned 


“E 


While this car "was being processed,! 

‘ Ich is in front nf his4 


arrived at the scene, which is in fr ont nf’hi g 1 
and he gave two lead fragmen ts to SA l T When he gave 

these fragments to SA| [he said' the larger of the two 
fragments was removed by Mm from the left rear hub cap* 

The smaller of the two was 'removed by him under the rear seat*' 


yisual observation of this vehicle determined there 
was a bullet hole :on the right side,'upper quadrant of the 
front windshield*. The bullet also struck the rear,, small 
window' on the left, (driver’s) side causing most of the glass 
to be shattered and theii passed through the door frame* ' 


b6 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


Dale of t/ons<rJplk>ft±5 


i aJe 


| Criminal Investigator, Bureau of 
Indian Afrairs, fine Kiage, South Dakota, furnished the 
following information regarding evidence he obtained relative 
to a shooting which occurred in the vicinity of the Pine 
Ridge Airport on February 26, 1975. 

On February 28, 1975. at annrnvjmately 2:15 p.m., 

he and Criminal Investigator! _|went to the Pine 

Ridge Airport to check t he cjn m e scene regar d shoot¬ 
ing. He had been told by| | | where! fhad 

several shots fired at him irom a green van on February 26, 
1975. - ' 


] advised that he and [~ 




drove east on 
;o a location 


Highway 18 out of Pine Ridge, South Dakota > 
one fourth of a mile east of the East Dam turnoff which is 
■ about three miles east of Pine Ridge on Highway^. 18. They 
got out of their vehicle and looked for shells which may have 
come from this shooting and they found three .30-. 30 caliber 
casings, fired^l and one mushroomed .30-.30 caliber slug on the 
ground on the south side of Highway 18. They then returned 
to ExiiejRidge and then returned to the Pine Ridge Airport turnoff 
to look for additional shells. 

They located a .30 caliber unfired cartridge, ;lying 
<m the side on the south side of Highway 18 about 200 yards east 
of the Pine Ridge Airport turnoff. 


■■ 3/1/7 - S - 
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3/10/75 


Oaie of tronseflpSion. 


date of birthL 


■ I | bus driver trora Og-lala Community' School, Pine Ridge, • 

' South Dakota, advised ‘.that on the afternoon, of February 
26; 1975, he was .driving a school bus in/an easterly direction 
on’Highway 18 near ‘Pine Ridge, South Dakota. As he approached 
the ni rao rt he noticed cars p arked, on both sides of the * 
hiehwav I Is lowed down and .put the bus in -low .. 

gear in’order to avoid hitting the cars which had left only a narrow 
passageway. As-he drove between the parked cars, a dark colored 

car turned an front of the: bus. .and-passed him._ I , ' 

stated he did. not notice whether this .car was damaged or who 

_ ■: •- I a . -mm Amnanfrofino rvn Tvf f f -1 n f?arS With fcl 


was 

bus 


±t as_h e was concentrating on not hitting cars with the 
, 1 ~| indicated he .- " : “ n ‘ 


t.may have seen people around the 

_ __4~t___ts-r„ AW-itr-t-n, 


ro his L driving and 
indicated 


parked cars btit ‘that he wps paying attention 
could not'identify anyone who was present. I ■— - 

he did not stop the bus but drove -east on Highway .18 'to the 
junction .of Big Foot Trail to his home in Manderson, South 
Dakota-. , 1 % ' ! 


ah AIM - goon con: 
regarding this matter.. 


~| indicated he did'not wish , to be involved in 
Jlict and that he did not wish .to testify 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I I school bus .driver, for the £>glala' 

Community School, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised that on 
the afternoon of Wednesday,, February 2b,.1975, he was driving 
a "mini-bus" east from- Pi ne , . Ridpn . South . Dak ota... He 'w a s following 

a full-size bus' driven by I _ I ~ As 1 _ I 

approached the airport he noticed cars parked on both sides 
of Highw ay 18- and nn both sides of the road leading to the,, 
flimnrt. I I bus slowed down to avoid hitting the. parked 

cars. -A dark colored car With a shattered win dshield .and a 
torn'too Pulled, in front-of the bus driven-J>y.| |and , . 

drove west front the airport.;; * There- were six people id this 
car.. They appeared to be white.,. L '. v . '*■ ’ . ■'f 

/ - V I I hoti ced a grou p of "milling' 1 people 

around.the. parted cars., | I indicated he could not , 

identify: any, of these p ersons as he only momentarily glanced . ‘ , 
towards these persons. ' ] I advised he. was concerned 

with drivihg the bus through the cohj es ted; arda without having 
.an'accident..'; v'^ , ,/ v , .. ;/•>* £ s i ■' * ‘ ' 

[ 1 indicated that he^ould npfc give a' signed 

cfa^mpWt or give sworn testimony regarding this matter. , /’ • 

stated he,, '-tylshed the goons, and the ATMs- would 
anriihiia c^-each other so working people like myself cou^d - 

have peace" - : s L ■ ,, *; - r * 

* ; »,' I I date :o£ birth is I l+i. 














’’March 1, 1975” 

"I, JOSEPH LEROY JACOBS, Chief of Police, Bureau 

of Indian Affairs, Pine Ridge. South Dakota_have made the 

following statements to | and DONALD G. 

WILEY, who have identified themselves to be Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that they both 
wanted to discuss the disturbance ait the tribal court house 
at Pine Ridge, . South Dakota and the shooting incident near 
the airport at. Pine-.Ridge, Ifouth Dakota_ on Wednesday, j 
February 26, 1975_ approximately 2:00 pm. I am an indian, J | 
male, DOB October 13, 1922__ an American Citizen and can read 
and understand the English Language. 

On 2/26/75 I was on duty at the Police Department 
in Pine Ridge, South Dakota_ and received a telephone call at. 
approximately 1:30 pm .over the Police radio that "i-.h p vW 
, was cod ing, thi <2 wav a rmirj le of other cars. Officersl | „ 

I land! were following the car 5 and a white D ! 

pick-up was leaamg Demg driven by| _| . These 

officers also stated that a couple of cars were also follow¬ 
ing the light green van, a '71 Chevrolet and phoned in-the 
license plates.. , ' ' i 

. I then left my office and went over to the Agency 
building across the street to tell everyone to secure the 
doors as "the van" was coming this way. After this I started 
walking back to my office and saw "the van" pull up in front 
of the court house being led by the pick-up and followed by 
a couple of cars. "The van" parked across the street, facing 
west with the passenger side of "the van" facing the Court House 
and the Police Department. 

I.: saw people getting out of all these vehicles and 
didn t recognize anyone at this time. As I came closer to the 
office I saw RUSSELL MEANS walking up the front stairs that led 
into the Court House. There were already people inside the Court 
House. There was a small group of people standing around the 
front steps to the Court House. 

I continued to go into the Police Department and to- 
have my men secure the building and also secured the back door. 

I didn't see RUSSELL MEANS go into the Court House. 

While*inside on my way back to my office. I he ard a 
knock on the door that I just locked and saw| [walk 

•out of his office and open the door. After he opened the door 
Judge TIBBITTS came in. Judge TIBBITTS told me "their over 
there"_ I asked him "what did they want"_ TIBBITTS said "they 

wanted to see some records"_T.t-hen want int-rv t-ha nf , 

and told officers_ and 
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I I to c r^r . t . TihV, mn -an of my men were on duty and- .• 

m uniform except|_|was not wearing a uniform. 

We all left the office_ walked outside and tried to 
enter the Court House by the side door, the door was locked. 

.We then walked armrnd tn the front door and went in. I saw 

I _ I andl l I and a fe w more inside the Court. 

House. | I ana l I were standing in front 

of the msiae glass window of the Clerk's office - the rest of 
the group were ba ck by the Pros ecutors Office of 1 

I saw | || l and Judge SWIFT BIRD in the Clerk's 

Office^ I didn't talk with them. I then went to the court 
room and saw that no-one was in there and t hat the door to the 
Judge's Office was closed. My men went int-p|| office 

and when I r eturne d I also went intq_| office. I sa w my 

officers and l H and some other .unknown people and askedI | 
if everything was alright. I I stated to me that they were all 

harrassing him when they came m there. I then left his offic e 
and walked into the front room to the Court House and sa w| j 

|_| in the room making loud remarks to the girls in the clerk's 

room. 


I then stood at the front door in the room and began 
to look out the. front -door. I saw RUSSELL MEANS andl ——=1 
talking to each oth er in bac k of "the van" standing bn cne 5iae- — 
walk. At this time! Iramo over to me and touc hed mv pa tch 

on my coat stating t d I T sa id "Watch it boy", 

said "I'm no boy, I'm a man now" | [then walked away and 

went to the Cler k's offic e window and I didn't say anything else 
to him. .1 heard | [ tell the girls in the office that he 

wanted to make some complaints, judge SWIFT BIRD then walked in 
and asked him what kind of complaint he wanted to make and I 

-hearq_ I mention the word "pigs" and then heard Judge SWIFT 

BIRD say, "Well if your going to talk that way, I'm not going to 
talk with you". SWIFT BIRD then walked back to the Court room. 

I stayed for a little while and then walked put the__ 

door and went outside. When I went out the door I met|_| 

and asked hjm what brought this on and he said the trial case of 

I_-_L_While we were talking one of the "AIM" members 

came up td____ knd as ked him "what the hell you doing talking 

to the Police'_ |_Istated that He_ JACOBS_ was asking me 

a question and that he was just answering it. I then walked off. 

T then walke d across the street and approached RUSSELL' 
MEANS and | p. who were still talking to each other. I 

then said neno KUbsttL and sho ok his h nnd after MEANS said "helloj 

. Hi"*_I then started talking to | | and he was very upset. 

I I was upset about what was g oing on in the Court House and' 

his wife works in there. I heard | | say that "my wife works 

in there, and if she’s hurt in any way or any trouble starts in 
there, I am going to start knocking some heads". This was being 


A 
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rii rp.r.t~ r ed to RUSSELL ME^ NS. It was at this time I saw [ 1 


Cou: 

car 


Jan4 


E^NS 


3 e. As|_ | walked by us to get into her 

said "were you harrassed ,in anv'wav |n there or 


Hrm 

was" anything said to her"_ I hear* 
there is one mouthy one in there’ 
his name but I knew who it was| 


*me out the front door of the 


a 


[say yw, 
Jdid not give 


yea, 


. I then decided to go back in the office after 
being told I was wanted on the phone and began to walk in. 

I saw |_| near "the van" and saw the men who 

were with me coming out of the Court House. All of these 
officers were sta nding out in fron t with a crowd that began" 
to start forming, was also in the vic.ini tv 

“ —ISS 1 -' 1 1 


"rh a V an". RUSSELL MEANS said'a few kind words to|_ 

J abo ut abflilj : his weight before the crowd started 


forming, and[ 


'replied that it was from eating good. 


I then went inside and took care of the call and 

then went back outside. I walked back over to. "t-h a ^a-n" anrl -- 

saw that everyone was inside "the van!'. I saw| j 

slam the big sliding door and then js omeone from inside opened 
the door. I then saw | sitting at the door and 

RUSSELL MEANS was sittin g in the front passenger seat facing 
to the back of the van. I I was very upset and stand¬ 

ing in front of the clo sed front passenger door. There were 
words being sai d by botti | and MEANS and the window to the 

door wa s down. I I was by the sliding door. At this time 

I helped I keep the door shut and rea ched aro und to do it. 

! was standing there and I was between I I and MEANS 

-’-To n »f1, a T __.g.; „t j J. ■ — ■ I . I- 


who was in "the van". I didn't see any fighting betweenf" 
and' MEANS and if something happened it could have happened while 
I reached arou nd and ha1r>adl | keep the sliding door closed. 

I then gr abbedl ^ - 

?• L 


of here. ___ 
here also, 
office. 


id told MEANS to get "the van" out 


_ I said he told the driver to get out of 

"The van" then drove off and I then came back in the- 


While in the office a radio call came in and said 
there was trouble out at the sirnnrt- an d needed officers out 
there. I left witb| |anc| |and 

started driving toward the airport. I heard on tne radio that 
there was about fifteen shots-.fired and "the van" was headed East 
from the airport. As I continued East I saw several cars pass 
me West and as I passed the airport I didn’t see anything going 
on. I drove all the way East almost to the Gordon junction. I 
got a cp n £-rnm Khn -ra di o to retm-n to my office as I was wanted 
to call| (and | | in Aberdeen right away. I 

heard on the radio that my ottrcers had ’bhe van” stopped at the 
Wounded Knee and Manderson junction. 
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As I continued west to return to my office I saw 
three cars on^th e .right shnnldr^ Q f the ro^»d. 


^west ar il 



mere were oth er & there but I - 

±hem. It was approximately 3:30 pm 

- ____| told me that T, t hp vsn” fir , e d aftn nY 

f-t ffppp shots at him and his car and that| 

were passengers at the time of the shooting. 1 , 

said that his car was hit from the shots that was fired from 
the van and began to show me. I saw that there were approx¬ 
imately two holes in the front windshield. I then saw other 
bullet holes in the right rear passenger door and the right rear 

hub^ caps|- Aten Hm | .eft rear side passenger vent window was 

said^do you think we could have the car 
a4 ' 1 yes ; as the car would be taken to 


broken'. [__ j 

checked out and you said 


the Police station and would be checked and pictures taken. 

I tnen went to mv office. W hen I mill ed up to the Police 

Department I leftT_ I and | l and began to walk over 

to the Law and Order office. Ap t t-Vt e parkin^ 

lot I saw SEVERT YOUNG BEAR and netting out 

of YOUNG BEAR * s car. YOUNG BEAK came over to me and asked me 
4 n S on. I told him what Vnow nf 4 t- ^ 


.culled up in his car with[ 
_| started accusing YOUNG 


BEAR and T 


I of 


oeing involved with what happened and wanted to right about the 
whole, thing. T tW told them to, stop It and get out of here. 

^ this timeL.-l and ME ANS and | | left in his .car and 

YOUNG BEAR and]_|walked toward the Police station. I 

then walked over to the Law and Order office and that was the 
last I saw of anyone that day. I have read this statement 
whitch consistas of 11 pages initled all corrections and signed 
it because it is true to the best of my knowledge. I have giv¬ 
ing this statement free &. voluntarily.” 

■Vs/ ''JOSEPH L. JACOBS” 

“March 1- 1975” 


‘‘Witnessed: I_ [ SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/1/7$”. 

DONALD G. will*, Special Agent, F.B.I., Rapid City, S.D. 3/1/75” 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole of Irantcr iplion MaTCh 7« X975 

| * |-*0 [ Patrolman, Bureau of Ind i a n Affairs 

(BIA), resident of Allen, South Dakota, subsequent to the. 
identification of the interviewing Agents furnished the ■ 
following informations 


I | advised that on Wednesday, February 26, 1975, 

after completing an all night surveillance of the alleged 
stolen van, which was ■ . y&sidencg of I I he, 

along with his partner!_ | 1 followed this van from b6 

Allen and eventually to Bine Kidge, South Dakota. b7( 


According tol his partner I I told him 

ed thirteen individuals getting into I ™** 


that he counted thirteen individuals getting into r* 

that he. I I personally saw RUSSKI.T. MEANS and |_ . 

enter this same van. According to l I there were several 

other cars accompanying the van from Allen to Pine Ridge which 
co nsisted of a r ed Chevrolet, a white over blue El Caraino owned 
b vl I and a white pickup, 1964 or 1965, being driven 

h d I and containing two other pe ople, and a 

1967 charcoal gray Buick. According to I 1 the same cars 

that left with the van at Allen were with the van when it left 
Pine Ridge before the shooting at the airport. 


stated that he followed the van down the road 
from Allen aHcTsaw that the van stopped at the Mobil Station at 
Batesland, South Dakota. According to l I the van. stayed 

there for a few minutes and he later was told that the people 
in the van and the caravan helped themselves to food and knives 
without paying for these items at this Mobil Station. 


I [ vent on to state that they traveled behind the 

van and informed the dispatcher at Pine Ridge that the van and 
the caravan were en route and subsequently -radioed- the license; 
plate number to the dispatcher. According to | | the van 

was traveling at excessive speeds and by the time he caught up 
with the van at Pine Ridge it had already stopped in front of, 
the courthouse alon^ with the other cars and several of the 
people were either inside the courthouse or in front of the * 
courthouse milling around. 

| [ stated that he and his partner then went to the 

Pol-fee Tteparirnignt and that the dnnrs to the Police Department- 
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were su bsequently locked. A fewvminutes later, according to 
| some of the Pine Ridge Police Officers went to the 
courthouse as there was some trouble in the courthouse., 

I I advised that h e watched from the Police Department, 

and saw l 1 out in fr ont of t he courthouse and aiacr 

saw RUSSELL MEANS t here also. I I stated that Chief of _ 

Police SKEE JAB0BS,l_Q and possiblvl-- I 

we re in th e -?mrnp r|iAhe vicinity of MEANS and]_According 

to f I he saM I take a swing at RUSSELL MEANS 

and hit him. I I described-this punch as a punch that MEANS 

took and looked like he went with the punch, not causing any 

injury, 

I I stated that everyone got in the van and that 

the van and the caravan left and drove towards the air port. b6 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota. A few minutes later ! j stated b7c 

that he had learned from other officers inside the Police 
Department that there had been a shoo ting at t he airport, at 
Which time he responded. According to ] | there were 

several other officers who responded to the shooting before 
he did which included the following police units containing 
the following officers: 

1. I land his partner, 


2. I I and j K Last 

Name Unknown). 

3. i .—zn and i_ zip 


4. I I and | | 

_ According to l I he along with his partner 

1 were the last to respond to the shooting and the 
last to Arri ve at the vicinity of the shooting at the airport. 
According to l I when he arrived attthe airport, the van 

was gone and say I getting out of his car and crawling 

up the ditch. I I stated that he continued towards, the 

Wounded Knee Junc tion looking for the van and heard over the 
police radio that [ 1 had located the van traveling 

at a high rate of speed north on the Big Foot Trail heading 
towards Wounded Knee. 

I 1 st a ted that he continued on to Wounded Knee 

and saw the van stop on the Handers on Road north of the Wounded 
Knee - Manderson Junction. | [ stated that he saw several 

of these before mentioned police officers stop thdir vehicles 
and that several of the people from the caravan were getting out 
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of thei r van and accumulating in front of their vehicles. 

I 1 said he saw the Police Officers form in a group a short. b6 

distance from the gathering by the van and then he, along with b7c 
his partner, accompanied the other Police Officers. 

_ I I stated t hat he observed RUSSELL MEANS, |~ j 

I l an d I standing in front, of 

the van and another Indian male', approximately 5 r 2 M who had a 
sling on his arm, possibly his right arm, a lso standing ther e 
and heard so meone in the crowd yell the name ! I 

. According to I — most- n f the gx;oup had their hands in their 

pockets and it was L_l opinion that several cf these people 

had guns con cealed.!_| went on t o state that upon observing 

I I he thought that I J had a gun in h is pocke t as 

it looked like the outline of a gixa~~tn his pocket. I I stated 

that he saw an Indian male with long hair, who he tho ught he 
could identify at a later date, inside the van and as | | 

looked into the driver’s side window, he saw this indrVidtlax 
reach down and pickuup.a funny looking gun alongside a box like 
structure in the van. | | stated that this weapon looked 

like a military type weapon and a heavy caliber weapon to him. 
j I stated that he could possibly identify this same gun at 

a later date. 


I- Accordin g to|_|was in charge and 

it was I_ | decision not to take any action as to the possi¬ 

bility oF"gunEIre that might occur and cause injury to his men. 


At this time, according to [ ~j he and his partner 
left and had no further contact with the van that day. 

I 1 declined to furnish a signed statement concern¬ 

ing the above information, as he was attempting to get sleep 
ass during the last two days he had worked late in the evening, 
and this was mainly the reason for declining to furnish a signed 
statement. 


“ 6 G? — 
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"March 1, 1975 


"I, 


J Bureau of Indian 
Srrnt-h have made 


Affairs Police Department, .Pirn? £ 

the following statements td bnd DONALD 

G. WILEY, who have identifi' eu Lnemseives to oe bpt cial Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that they both wanted 
to discuss the disturbance at the tribal Court House and the 
shooting incident near the airport at Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
on Wednesday, February 26. 1Q7S a^ aruv^rw-; mu tely 2:00 PH. I 
am an Indian, male D.O.B. ] | an American citizen 

and can read and understand the English language. 


On 2/26/75 sometim e approximately 10:00 AM to 
11:00 AH I was with my partner| |on duty in Allen, 

South Dakota. I drove through cne new Housing and—aaw—a 

olive green Chevrolet Van parked in front of house _ |T 

think, the Allen Police Officer said it was | I I 

house. I took the license number down and drove out. Some 
.people were in it. I later saw the van p arked at the CO-OP 
■ gas , s t a t i on at ' Bates land, South Dakota as I [and 

I I had followed it there. Th 4 van then d rove into 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota. I arrived in Pine Ridge and saw the 
van parked across the street from the Court House. With the 
van was four cars, a white Chevolet pick-up, a white over 
blue El Comino, black Pontiac and" .a maroon Chevy II." When 
I got to the station it was somewhere around 2:00 PM or 3:00 
PM. People were milling around these cars and in front of • the 
Court House. 


I went, inside and check in with SKI JACOBS, the 
Chief of Police. At this time Judge TIBBITTS came in the back 
door and said to JACOBS to the effect that * they* were all • 
over at the Court House and he wanted them out of there. 


} 
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JACOBS, myself, 

. wei ‘ 

tna saw[__ 

walking abound an d I insid e 

office. |_|was trying to getj ' 1 

I to hold court and seeme d to be t he reason everyone was in 
the Court House. I stayed ir j | office fpr about one-half 

■ hour. I say; RUSSELL MEANS standing at | | doorway and say 

fc <l_I*Come on- lets go they’re staffing to gather’ At 

this time thy left. 

”1 then walked out the front door of the Court House 
and. saw the van again. I looked at the van and saw the people 
were in the van* I saw RUSSELL MEANS sitting in the right 
front passenger seat and tha miadau Half * 

T saw SKI JACOBS, | _ (ndf 

beside the van. r— ' 

S&e. any fighting. 


not 


cusing" 


1 nearC_ 

I then saw the van drive off in a 


IS ouEI I did 


westerly direction ;cut through the agency parking lot and 
go East on highway 18. 

”1 then went back into the office to do Business* 

It was almost 4:00 PM and I heard one of the dispatchers say, 
there was shooting out at the airport. I got up and ran out 
to the police car and drove to the airport. Other officers 
had already responded. 


*1 arrived at the airport enterance and sa\ 1 

j car? 1975 Chevrolet, rust color, parked part xany - 1 

m tne ditch,, facing a North West direction. I saw what 
appeared to be a bulletTliQle Tn the upper right hand comer of 
the windshield. told me M onk what they did to me 

what car did thy 1 snoot out of and said ’’it come from 

that van. * - 1 - 1 
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"I then left | | and gave pursuit of the van. 

As I approached the Wounded Knee junction on highway 18, 

I was told via radio that the van was going toward Wounded 
Knee. 


As I arrived at the Wounded Knee - Manderson junction 
I saw the green van parked on the Manderson road facing 
North. There were several cars th ere* wi th t-.'np. van, ” 

several officers present including J- —larjd[ 


IE 



anfl~ 


myseir ancij 



"I saw RUSSELL MEANS.| 

-f* 

1 _ 

1 |£nn1 

_| oucsme cne 


saw the sliding door open and an indian or Mexican standing 
in the doorway and then run to the back of the van. 


as I was parked on the 


J then brought RUSSELL MEANS over to me * 
Wounded Knee road, west of the Manderson 
road. MEANS wanted to know why all the.officers were here, X 
told him that the van was reported to be stolen. At this time 
it was not definite if the van was stolen nr .not. MEANS said 
that owner of the van was a guy named | |of the United 

Methodist church in Des Moines, Iowa. MEANS said tha t the- va n 
was turned oyer to he, MEANS, and you told MEANS that j 

was the onevho reported the van stolen. 


I saw an 

and I. MEANS s aid to 
the van stole n. T 
mation I toldp - ^ 


Lamed | | w alk towar d MEANS 

that God Damn|[reported 
asked me where we got that infor- 

_ t it came over the teletype. 

|said to me that ' I don't belive that* I said to 
Ithat you are welcome to come dovn tn the Police Department 
and I 11 show you the teletype. | |said that he would be 

right down and then he and MEANS walked off. MEANS said b efore 
leaving that everyone was going to go down to | | 
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.I 'After yo n determine that t-ha van is really stolen, 

it will be down at if you want it 1 

stated MEANS. - 1 

"MEANS and the group got into the van andI 1 

and his group drove off toward- Pine Ridge. MEANS in the 
van drove off toward Porcupine. 

"I left about fifteen or twenty minutes after 
left. As I returned to Pine Ridge I did not see 
and his car anymore. 

"I was told by| |that he saw the indian 

male or Mexican in the van wren a snort rifle “that looked 
like an auto-matic weapon. 


I have read this statement of Severn pages and 
have given it Vulintarily and sign it as it is true to the 
best of my know!e3ge_ 


i/a, 

"Ma: 


-on T7 i?;j 


“Witnessed 5 | 1 SA, FBI, Rapid City SD 

DONALD G. WILEY, Special agent, F.B.I. Rapid City, S.D. 3/1/75" 


- 90 - 








“March 1, 1975“ 

“Pine Ridge, South Dakota” 


“I r .l - , Z1, make the following 

statement to[ | and DONALD G. WILEY who 

have identified themselves to me as Special Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation by displaying to me 
their credential cards. I have been advised that the 
nature of this inquiry is in connection with -an incident 
which happened on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation on 
February 26, 1975. I am willing to make this statement 
and or answer any questions. No promises or threats have 
been made to me and no pressure or coercion of any kind 
has been used against me to obtain this statement. 


I was born| , at Pine Ridge, 

South Dakota. I am a policeman witn the Pine Ridge Police 
Department. 

On February 26, 1975 A I was patrolling the Pine * 

Ridge Indian Reservation with I _J Between 10:00 

am and 11:00 am we observed an olive green van with a 
spare tire mounted on the rear outside covered with a can- 
canvas cover. There was a painted design on this cover 
having two feathers on each side of the design. This vehicle 
was parked in front of | | residence in Allen,- 

South Dakota.—The vehicle had Iowa license plates on it. 

Officer!_ [ advised me that the Police Department had 

received a teletype that this vehicle had been reported stolen. 
We drove to Kyle, S. D. to our sub station to verify the theft 
of this vehicle. Our inquiries regarding the theft status 
determined that there was some question as to its theft. The 
F.B.I. Office in Rapid City, S.D. stated that the owner had 
loaned the vehicle to someone and that they were trying to 
determine the theft status. 


I and I started back toward Allen, S.D. and.^ 
were about 3 miles East of Batesland, S.D. when we spotted the 
van heading west toward Pine Ridge. It was about 1:30 to 2:00 
pm when we saw the van. A mar oon car was in f ront of the van 
and a white pick-up behind it. I I was driving the 

marnnn car . Behind t he van was a blue camino driven by a 
I _land I turned around our patrol car and 


roiiowed tnese cars. :to Pine R idge and sto pped in front of the 

^-- u -I L RUSSELL MEANS, and 

hnnt 4 nther people. One 

| from Mission, S.D. 


roiiowed these cars. ;to Pine Ri< 

Tribal Court h ouse building. Q_ 

I | were in the van and 

of these 


There was]_ ( 

know which car s: 


her s in the va n was 
J a l I girl. 

he was m. 


in the group but I do not 


b6 

b7C 
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When the group arrived in front of the tribal court 
building I went home to put on my uniform. I then returned 
to the Police station at about 2:30 pm. 




lw RUSSEI.T,. MEANS 


^aw RUS 

J7 The[ 


ig of the 
iirl, 


_ These people were just standing there. 

As I appro ached the grou p SKI JACOBS, The Chief of Police, was. 
talking to l I trying ■ tn 'Von 1 him pff”. Both sides 

were exchanging words. I told| | and the group to 

get into the van and take off. They finally got into the van 
and I closed the door. Someone inside opened the van door and'- 
I closed it again. I saw nothing in the van like weapons or 
clubs. The window on the passenger side of the van was open. 
RUSSELL MEANS was sitting .in the middip .and directly behind the 
driver and the passenger. | |threw a punch through 

the open window. I do not Know it he hit anyone*. 


The van drove west turned into the BIA parking lot, 

. drove out the East entrance turned toward the 4 way stop sigh. 
At this stop sign they turned East on Highway 18. This was 
the last time I saw the van. 


I came back into the Police Department and while 
listening to the Citizens Band ra rH n — T ho a rd t-h a r angers 
calling back and forth. I think [ailing for 

other Rangers. He sounded hystricai .— al lujls point the 
policemen in the office begangetting into their cars and 
heading toward airport. I got into my personally owned car 
and drove out to the airport. 


f a mile 
[car on 
, and 
told me 


east of the airport road turn off I sawf” 
the shoulder pf the highway. I stopped 

walked toward ! _ I car. T haliey 

that "they had shot at 
were driving toward the Last Attd i 
last car heading East. I followed SKI JACOBS to the Denby turn 
off. We both pulled over the side of the road. I asked SKI 
what happened and he said they were in Wounded Knee. SKI and 
I then returned to Pine Ridge and drove around town. 


car ". me roiice cars 
“saw SKI JACOBS car as the 


]] accompanied me out to the airport in 


I have read this statement, consisting of four pages, 

& intialing the corrections theix—on-_t-hat- jg txue correct to 

the best of my knowledge,""/s/ [ 


— v <3 ~ 







"Witnessed*:" 

"DONALD G. WILEY . SP e&ifil Agent, F.B.I., Sapid City, S.D. 3/1/75" 
| SS, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/1/75". 






Fi^fAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - • Q 


Police Office rl | was telephonically 

contacted as a result of the telephonic inform ation 
previously furnished b l I stated that 

SXEVERT YOUNG BEAR and ! I had come in to 

the Pine Ridge Jail, had asked for a police escort home, - 
and that the police were, as a matter of fact, escorting 
them to their homes at that time and said they had not been 
arrested. 

| | advised that he had stopped the van 

near Wounded Knee, South Dakota, but there were so many 
people around it he was afraid there would be shooting 
so he let it go. He said one of his .officers did get a 
peek inside it and saw a man inside holding a "funny shaped 
large weapon.” - 


- Rapid City, So nth-Dakota -iie 


MP 70-9729 
MP 149-467 
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"Pine Ridge, SD 
"3/3/75 


statement tc£ 


to me as a Special Agent of the F.Bil. 
promises have been made. 


3 e the following voluntary 
who has identified himself 


No threats or 


"I am an Indian Male bornT 

of- dj J— 


at Pine Ridge, 
.dge, SD. 


SD. I l ive at the Cra zy Horse Ridge, Fine K:. „ , 

. 1 3111 the[ | at the Planning Center, Pine Ridge 

Airport, ^5in- 

"I was at work on Wednesday, 2/26/75. I left 
the planning center early in the afternoon, exact time 
not known. I was alone and driving a 61 Chevy pickup, green 
in cnlor,—I drove into Pine Ridge SD, and a friend told 

- 1 _|needed help. I drove to the Court House where 

1—. . I was suppose to be. I parked in the Bureau of Indian 

. Affair s (BIA) parking lot._Ifcexe .,fe y t he c ourt house I saw 

li RUSS MEANS,[[wife, and a group 
ot American Indian novging nr . \ a i t v u nenn i e . I can not identify 


any other AIM* ers except [ | There were about 

25 or so AIM’ers. I didrr c see any guns at this time. 


r 


JACB0S and I 
saying ‘ *-*■>£•« 
go home 
_AIM’ers 


llAbout this time 

—I and others I. Lau nut .recall, ar r ive. — ■ juii 
Were already there. JACOBS was 


no court today,* and that they might as well 
was arguing with someone telling one of the 
ney nad r nn right hns fj ii jig i ni; to nur r . nnr . t| ., etc. I and 


□ L 


c 


the court house. Inside was 
hflr AJMlaasg t -can’t identi ty. T heard [ 


xucjiuxi.j' • x tiearu 

and one other policeman, 
oaring them to throw him out. 


and ab< 


j went into 
iout four or five 
J swe 


swearing at 
I can't recall who. 
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"We then went outside. 1 [ was 

there asking who the white man was at 

was swearing at | | | broke this up. 


’let's smoke 


. "Everybody then said let's go. | ] 

ke these guys' meaning lets fist light. 


t hen sai d 
I I said 


t t. ~ list tignt. sa: 

we can whip them—so what if there are only 9 of us and 20 
of them. JACOBS then said 'don't start anything here.’ ’ 

I don t want anv trrnr»h1*» ho™ * ._,_a 


I don’t want any trouble here, 
leaving.- 


Then everybody started 


I saw the following pickups there: an old pickup*. 

a van, green m color, and a Ranchero or .El Camenp_nr.d »____ 

car. load nf model of car not known. I sad 

and l_[in that car. There were about f We cars or - 1 

more . 

. "I saw one gun when .they were leaving. He was an 

Indian male sitting in the back of the van. I have no idea 
how old he was. He had a rifle, model unknown. I didn’t see 
rJ ? aw , one S^y w ho appeared to be a black with 
a scabbard; I don't know if he had a knife in it. 

The AIM ers then left. I’m not sure of the direction. 


I-1 _ . . then went bark to work. I brought I I 

L—,—think, I_ back'to the airport With me.- 

idon t know wlicu. u±uie in was a I don’t have a watch. 

atm* * g° t . as ^ ar as the airport turnoff and saw the 
Am ers m the driveway. They had about three vehicles on 
each side of the road. I don’t recall any of the vehicle? ex- 
v a n ‘ R1 r - an t eno, a green car and a pickup. . I recog- 

- T -_-I^-th a rifle, model unknown, and RUSSi- 

MEANS, i saw a total of about four AIM*ers with rifles ex- 
cept one who had a pistol. The pistol was a revolver but I 
can t identify the rifles. I also saw about two shotguns. I 
saw a girl pass one rifle out of the old model green car. 
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"I drove on to the turnoff by|| 

I drove to th e right & parked in the ditcTu I saw one car 
on the left. I I was behind it any yelling 'get off the 

road—they re shooting. 

"Just before this I he ad a few ’pop'fjsounds. I got 
down and stayed out of sight. I 3I3n*t hear any more shots. 

“We then got up and walked over to see taut 
didn t get over there. | |was still yelling 'gc k the road— 

they’re shooting.' - 

"None of us had any guns. And someone yelled 'here 
they come. The AIMeJrs were going east on highway 18. b6 

u r _ ^ ^ b7C 

Just before this I saw two cars circle the airport 
and I could hear some loud shots, about two, which appeared to 
be shotguns. X also heard about three small caliber shots. 

"The girls drove through first and parked about 1/4 
mile up the road. ^ There was also another car up there to meet 
them. It was a light colored one, model unknown. 

"Then the AIMers came through. I could hear the 
shots and bullets going over my head so I ducked down. 

I didn t see anyone while they were passing. I have heard 
the sound of an automatic weapon and I believe the AIMers 
were firing automatic weapons at us. There mushbaive been 
a few hundred shots fired at us. 

"They went up pass the other car. Then I heard one 
more shot from the car which was 1/4 mile down the road. I 

saw this hit about 14 feet away from me._It hit in the mud. It hit 

very near | | | and| j 

, ^ "The AIMe'rs took off. I don't know whether anyone 

took off after them. I didn't see any of our people with 
guns. 





Five or ten minutes later the BIA police showed 
up. Two police cars showed up first & they waited around a few 
minutes. JOE JACOBS then showed up with about three police 
cars & they all took off after the AIMe’rs. 


‘ "1 left a minute or two later and went home to 
Pine Ridge, SD. My pickup got stuck in the mud & a group 
helped me get out. “ 


| nf f-hg_j 


*1 sawT 
airport. 


was in,the ca 
it was 


I ~j lvaa> it! a ouiCK, Drown WlCtl wmt< 
was pointed in the direction of Pine Ridge, SD & 
hhA i saw someone talking to him. I think 


_ Jj parked about a - mile west 

was m a Buick, brown with white top. 


day. 


“I did not see any whites or a convertible that 


"I have read this statement of six Pages and it is 
true to the best of my knowledge^ 


“Witnessed: 

3/3/75“ 


“/s/| 

“3/3/73“ 


Special Agent, FBI, 




fO-302 IR£V, 11-27.70) 
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FEDERAL; BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION' 


Dole, of Irantcripllon,_ 


I Iw as contacted behind the Planning 

Center in Pine. Ridge f South naknha. and advised of the 
identities of SAS WILEY and] 1 1 I furnished 

the following information after auvising that he would 
prefer not to give a signed statement. 

He advised that on Wednesday,, February 25, 1975,. 

at approximately 2:00 or 2:30 p,*iiL._heland a bookkeeper^ 

for the Indian Actio n Tr^airu Mr. I [ were in the Sioux 

Nation Market, while!_[cashed a check* They 

had planned to go out to uenav. srint h Dakota^_in^nrder_f or 

I_I to buy seme hay from) Lmcle J l 

He said they were in a 19/4. red and white Ford pickup-owned b6 

by him and they drove to White. Clay, Nebraska to get a six- *>7c 
pack of beer* They then drove toward Denby, South Dakota* 
on Highway 18 driving east* 

At, a point just west of the airport, turn-off he 
saw/ a b unch of cars” a t the airport t urn-off and' he stopped 

and askeq__ I what happened* I l ad vised him that 

RUSSELL MEANS and his bunch shot at thenu He then advised that 
the following individuals were some of the people at the 
airport turn-off: _ 



pickup xn a ditch oi 
airport, across fri 


not reins" 

He did see 

Le road east of 
place. 


He said he saw ! I car with one bullet hole in the 

windshield and a lso saw a white car which he knew to belong 

t q _ Iparked on the left side of the road facing toward 

Pine Ridge and, said that the car had been there most of .the day* * 


Interviewed on- 

g A nnwATn j 
by--S/ j 


T.TTTTTV 


'•Pine-Ridg e, S out h pakota r- RI * { Mp - 7Q- 9 72 < 
\ sb ---- 3/7jf75 


IM* document conloint neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI. 
il ond lit content* ore not to be dijlribvled oultide your agency. 


- 7 ? — 


II I* Ihe properly of the FBI and it looned la yovt agdhey: 
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A 


"Pine Ridge, SD 2/28/75” 


~J hereby 
Cement to 


voluntarily fnrni sh, 


end 


qea scat. 

who have identirxea tnemseives to me 
1 <ab jpeuxax Agents 'for the FBI. No threats or promises 
have been made to me regarding this statement. 


EES 

Pro bat: 


I was born 
race, or a nat; 




^ I am of the 
"reside at House 


orthridge, Pine Ridge, SD, and am employed by 
’robation and Parole, Pine Ridge, SD. 

On 2/26/75,- about 2:00 pm, I noticed a group of 
individuals milling in front of the court house. Pine Ridge, 
SD. 


I tried to go into the jail where my office is, but 
the, door was locked. I went in the south door to my office-. 

| _ _| said the AIM was next door, which would be 

cue cour t nouse. I went over to the court house and sawl I 
|_| and some others I didn’t know. 

I talked,-^ ■ L n front of the r—it 

house. I also sawl _ | RUSSELL MEANS ,1 1 I 

th e wife ofl , I \ This group told 

me|_| came in for a trial. 


I told this group that they should keep it cool. 


i Then 
was dr 


Thetf" 


to the prosecutor 


I came out of the court house, 
rked to him. 

~^\ went in the court house and talked 


Then Und several of his followers came 

into the court 1 hulls e.— ttthtt 'everybody went outside, and the 
AIM people started to head for their vehicles. 


to a f 
you to 


ighlri ^° h f 

I I l-11 tatce bot 


illenged RUSSELL MEANS 
said ’’Come on RUSSELL, 
:h of you". 


and I 

you and me - 


f ANS and I , | ignored| | and got in a 

_ I cam e up to r ne van and jerked the right 

rear door op en and MEANS a nd ! I jerked the door closed 

again. Then [ I punched someone through the right 

front open window. _| continually hollered insults 

at the people in the green van. 







MP 70-9729 “ 
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He. then drove to, Pine' Ridge and cruised around 
town: for a. while and' sometime before- 4:00 p.m«, he. drove ' 
back, put toward the airport .and .observed a green convertible 
with a. broken, windshield and ripped: top -going in. the opposite 
.direction, (toward Pine Ridge)i * 
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Then the green van drove east on highway 18. 

I I said something like "let's go get 

them" and went and got i n ,a 1 975 4 d oor Chevrolet car, 

orange color. | | ^ n d |_then followed 

the green van. 

When RUSSELL MEANS an d I were wal king 

to get in their van, I tried to restrair] [from 

attacking them. 1 - 1 


I drove out to the Pine Ridge Airport in my 
light green 1968 ford. I observed the green van to be 
parked at the entrance t o the a irport. I stopped and 
talked tol | I told] |to be careful. 

was Holding a rifle wnxcn nad the barrell 
cut Oil! ana shortened to a pistol. RUS SELL MEANS in thft 
green van. | |was in this van. 

was driving tne wmte pickup. 


The van and its occupants then drove east on 
highway 18, and I got in my car and turned around. My wife 
got in the car with me. 


b6 
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I didn't hear or see any shooting. 

I do not know anything about any plane being shot 
up at the Pine Ridge airport, 

I do not know anything about any beatings of 
individuals outside of the Planning Center, Pine Ridge, SD, 
on 2/26/75. 

On 2/26/75, around 4:30 pm, I was parked in the 
BIA parking lot, Pine Ridge, SD, when j ~ I walked up • 

to me. I was talking to police officer!1 j 

I said you. had nn business stopping me trom hitting 

RUSSELL MEANS. |_| said I should get out and get what 

RUSSELL was supposed to get . | I had I ' i 

| an3 | p nxil mm. - 

I I challenged me to fight the five of them 

and X refused. 


I_| then hit me in the face through my open 

left front car window. . This blow hroke my nose and gave me a 

black eye, right eye. AfterL _Ihit me, he continued to 

holler threats at me. | | said I don't want to see no police 









report, if you do. I'll kill you. 

Whed. loriginaily walked'up to me, he asked 

the police officer, I_1 if he was full time or 

part time. | l told the police officer that that badge 

and gun don't mean a thing to me get the hell out of here. 
The police officer said "o^sf* and walked off. I have read 
• the above statement of six (6) pages and now sign it because 
it is true to the best of my knowledge. 1 * 


"/s/I 


”2/28/75" 


Special Agent - FBI 2/28/75 
SA, F5T7 Kapid City, SD 2/28/75". 


'l-.Ti t-Tiflggod 






”l, I l hereby vnlnntari 1v_. 

. furnish . the following signed statement to|_| 

I _I who has identified himself to me as a Special 

Agent tor the FBI. No threats or promises have been 
made to me regarding this statement. 

I am an Indian female, born 3/22/53, Pine Ridge, 

SD. I am employed as a Secretary at the PI pn-mnp ^A, rLt^ '~ 

Pine Ridge, SD. 

On 2/26/75, there was a rumor in the Planning 
Center that AIM was coming. 

About 3:00 pm, I observed a green van pull into 
the entrance tp the. Planning Center. I saw RUSSELL MEANS, 

| _J1_ \ and about 3 others, get out 

or cnis van. | | ~was carrying a rifle. 

I observed my husband, | |, pull up 

beside this van. My husband was driving a iy68 ford, light 
green. I was, afraid for my husband’s safety,, so I ran up 
to the van. 

_ I talked to I [ who is my cousin. I I 

|_[was drunk, j _| shook ray hand, said ’’There 1 uul — 1 

to get me . RUSSELL MEANS got back in the van. 

Everyone got in the van, the van returned to highway 
18 and headed east.. I got in my car with my husband and we 
turned around to go to Pine Ridge. I didn’t hear any shots or 
see any shooting. 

I went in the Planning Center and got my purse, then 
my husband and I drove to Pine Ridge. 

I don’t know anything about any shooting of an 
airplane at the Pine Ridge Airport on 2/26/75. 

I don’t know anything about any individuals being 
beaten up at the Planning Center .on 2/26/75. 

On 2/26/75, about 1:00 pm, I observed about 4 indivi¬ 
duals get out of a blue and white airplane at the Pine Ridge 
airport. 


A group of people at the Planning Center were holler¬ 
ing at this group of people that got out of the airplane. The 
group of people that got out of the airplane were met by two 
cars, one a green convertible. 
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I have read thees above statement of 3 pages and 
now sign it because it is true to the best of my knowledge. 



SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 2/28/75". 







'March 4, 1975 
Pine Ridge , SD 


"1,[_| make the following voluntary 

statement to John E. McCarty & Philip Enlow, who have 
identified themselves to me to be Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

"I am aware I do not have to give this statement 
and that it may be used in court. 

"I am counsel to the Oglala Sioux Tribe and a 
member of the South Dakota bar. 

"On February 26, 1975 I was at a Tribal Council 
meeting at Pine* Ridge, which was presided over by | 


"Around one thirty to two P.M. 
someone took a note to I ' 


^Jand 


About the same time □ 


brought me a note that said "Small AIM caravan 
spotted east of town, heading towards Pine Ridge" or words 
to that effect. 

"The meeting continued for a time then about one 
half to one hour later we heard sirens | | and 

I went out of the meeting. 


then came over and 


said he had seen Russell Means and some others at the Court¬ 
house and they were drunk. The council was then dismissed, 
although I was not in the meeting when it was adjourned. This 
was around three P.M. 
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|_[ and I then got itj_| 

car and we drove to the airport to see what was going on. 

I remember seeing a plane at the airport as we went by, but I 
didn't see any group at the airport itself. 

"Just past the turnoff into the airport I saw a 
white pickup in the ditch on the south side of the road, facing 
west. There was a group of people around it. I saw a bullet 


hole in the truck. I recall seeing 





— 

! _I and several others whose names I don’t 


remember, standing near the truck. 

"There was just general talk. I gathered there had 
been an altercation at the Courthouse, that | j 

had followed Means, and that Mean * s group had shot up the 
pickup and | | car. I don't recall seeing |~ 

car at the scene right then, but there were several vehicles 
around. I got the impression from the general conversation 
that there was gunfire only from the Mean's group toward 
the vehicles. 


"I stayed at.,the scene maybe one half to one hour, 
ther ] | and I started back for Pine Ridge. 

:o flowed us ir | | car. Near 




the Sundance grounds about four PM. Joe Jacobs approached 
us in a police car. We stopped.! Showed Jacobs bulle 


holes in his car. 


and I then drove on into 

Pine Ridge. I assume 


am 


followed us on in 


although I don’t recall actually seeing them behind 

M - 
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“In Pine Ridge I left| 
was going to take] 


I think | |_| 


_| back to his place of employment. 

"I went on to White Clay, Nebraska, then returned 
to my office in Pine Ridge. The Tribal office building 
was empty at that time. 

“I then drove east out of Pine Ridge. Near the 
old filling station I saw several people maybe six or 
eight total. .These-included Dick Wilsch, Sr. _ 
and | | that I recall. 

"They said there had bden another confrontation 
at the airport with long haired-, hippie lawyers. No one said 
who had had the confrontation with them". Someone said the 
lawyers had been showing a film on Wounded Knee, and that 
they had got into it with them. I-saw no weapons in possession 
of any of the group. This took place about five P.M. 

“I then decided I had better get to my home 
near Porcupine to get my kids, so I drove on home and stayed 
there. 

"I saw no gathering at the airport as I went past 
it this time, at least I don't recall seeing it. 

‘"To go back, when I got to where I saw the pickup 
in the ditch, I don't recall seeing |~ [ vehicle at the 

scene, although it had to be there because -it later followed 
us back to Pine Ridge. I saw no weapons in the possession 
of anyone in the group near the truck. 


-/a - 
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"While I was with the group by the gas station 
someone, I have no idea who, said that as Means group 
drove east, the group had shot at them and the bullets went 
into a plane. There was a lot of general conversation at 
the time, and I have no idea who made this this comment. 

"No one indicated who the plane belonged to, 
although' somewhere along the line I got the impression the 
plane belonged to someone associated with the Means group. 

"No one, in my presence, ever indicated they were 
personally involved in any altercation. 1 personally never 
saw any altercations. 

"I did see | | and a short girl at The 

council meeting the morning of February 26th. I*m not at 
all sure they were there in the afternoon. I saw them 
handing papers to and Sievert Young Bear 

at the meeting. 

■"I have read this statement contained in four pages 
and it is a true and correct statement to the best of my 
knowledge. 

"/s/l 


"/s/John E. McCarty, Special Agent; FBI Pine Ridge SD,3/4/75. 

"/s/Philip F. Enlow, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, FBI 

Minneapolis.Minnesota, 3/4/75 


~?9 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU-OF INVESTIGATION * 


3/11/75 . 


State Bar 1 


a member of the South Dakota 
attorney for the Oglala Sioux 


1 aim a xegar - set vjLues _ 

Tribe advised he was in_a p robate hearing on February 26, 

dame in and told 


1975, and at about 2:45 PM ^ . _ __ 

the Judge that she had received word the building was to be 
cleared out. The probate Judge then recessed the hearing. 


■ He talked to his clients briefly then returned 
to his office at about 3:00 PM. About 3:15 - 3:30 PM 
RICHARD WILSON, Tribal President, called upstairs to his 
office which is in the Tribal Building and asked everyone 
to leave so that the building could be closed. He then 
returned to his home. 


About 4:00 PM his child woke up so after going to 
the store at around 4:30 PM he drove out to see what was 
going on. He saw some people stopped near the old drive-in. 
There were two or three people there he did not 


Name Unknown)," age about 55, and either | 

, he is not sure which. There were also other 
people ac the scene but he could not identify them stating 
he does not know many people by name in the area. He stayed 
with the group about 15 - 30 minutes then went home and 
stayed there. 


During the time he was wit h the group no one left 
except that on one occasioij drove up, said he was 

worr ied about his children ana tnen left. About the time 
j | left he also left and went home. 

--' I I arrived about the time he was leaving. 

I _|did not have much to say a nd iust s tated that there had 

been sogte trou ble at the airport. freft abq ut the 

time th at I I di d. He does not know where ! | came from 

but sai d I did state when he was leaving that he was 

going home. 


whatsoever. 


denied any personal knowledge of any trouble 


3/4/75 Pine Ridge, South Dakota .MP 70-9729 

tnleo'Scwed on___ol _p;[ e -_ 

SA JOHN E. MC CARTY/JEM/pms 3/6/75 

bv---- - —- - nnift dictated_;_ 


Tbit document contains neither rscommendolion* nor conclusions of ihe FBI. It Is tSo property of ihe FBI ond fs (coned to your ogency; 
it end its Contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogenty. 
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"Pine Ridge, SD 
"3/3/75 


Itl 1. make the following voluntary 

statement to\ _ _| who has identified himself to me 

as a Special Agent of the FBI. No threats or promises have 
been made. 


"I am an Indian Male born||in the State of 
Wyoming. I am a registered Oglala Sioux at Pine Ridge, SD. 
I live in Pine Ridge, SD. I am an Oglala Sioux Ranger. 


"I was in a 

Wednesday, 3/3/75, wit!_ 

in the afternoon. I do not recall the time. 


ip, green in color, on 
also a Ranger. It was 

We drove up to. 


the Planning Center but we didn't drive in as we saw AIHe'rs 
in the driveway by the stop sign. I saw a green van, a white 
pickup, and a car, color not recalled. I saw one Indian 
Male standing behind the van. I did not see any weapons. 


"As we drove by I heard about 30 shots. I do not; 
know what kind-of weapons were being fired. 


We drove down to house and drove 

off to the right into the dihnn—lhfeiffe Were many cars in the 
ditch. I don t know how many. 


We got out of the pickup and hit the ground. The 
AIM ers drove by us. They were going east on highway 18. They 
were shooting when they went by. I didn't see any weapons, as 
I was on the ground, 

"The AIM 1 ers drove up highway 18 on the hill 
about 1/4 mile away and they fired one more shot at us. 

The shot hit near a Ranger pickup. I saw it hit the dirt. 

"We stood there for a while and then I returned 
to the Planning Center. I stayed in the Cater and operated 
the radio. I went home at 4:30 pm. 






About 3:30 or 4:00 pm I saw one white man with 
white hair and a black brief case. He was probably in 
his 50*s. I saw him in the airport by airplane. There was 
a convertible, green on the bottom and with a black top. 

The convertible was not damaged at all at this time. I don’t 
recall whether there were any people with him. I saw him 
through the window of a door on the east side of the building. 

“Short time later I saw the convertible pulling 
out. ^ I saw the convertible drive to about the stop sign 
at highway 18. I-,;could not see who was inside of it. 

There were about three cars parked there. I don’t recall 
seeing any people by the cars. X did not see anyone with 
weapons. A call came in about this time and I returned to the 
office. 


Earlier i n the d av I was in Pine Ridge, SD, in the 
Ranger pickup with | \ I don't recall the time. I 

don t have a watch, l saw about three men with red hanker- 
chiefs on their head & with long hair. I did not see any 
weapons. 


"I have read this statement of three pages and it 
is true to the best of knowledge. 


"3/3773" 


Special Agent, FBI, 3/3/75” 


’Witnessed: 



'February 28, 1975 
’Pine Ridge, South Dakota 


“I, 1 I Clerk of Court, Oglala 

Sioux tribe, Pina Ridge. Smith Dakota have made the following 
statement to | | t and DONALD G. WILEY, 

who have indent!tied themselves to be Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of investigation and that they both wanted 
to discuss- the disrubtive incident that occurred at the 
tribal Court office on Wednesday, Frebruary 26, 1975 at 
. annrnv imately 1:55 pm. I am an indian female, D.O.B. 

I_I an American citizen and can read and understand 

the English language. 

"At approximately 1:50 pm, I went to my house, across 
the street from the court house to check my children and make 
a telephone call and then returned to my office. As I returned- 
and entered the front door which leads to my office I saw 
approximately 10 people. All of these people were making 
loud noises and nc-i ng profane language . Of thes e 

people, I k new L RUSSELL MEANS, anal | 

I I After seeing tms, I didn't know what was going 

on and decided to go into my office. I saw an indian male 
with his back to me standing in front of the doorway that 
goes into my office. I said excuse me, he didn' t move, so 
then I walked around him and entered my office, f I 

[ | was sitting at her desk when I entered. I then looked 

at the indian in the doorway who stood there wi th another _ 

indian and saw that he looked familiar. I askec| 

who he was and she said that it was RUSSELL MEANS and then 

I knew who it was. 

"At this time both MEANS and .thp nt-hor -indian left 
the office and walked down the hall to | Toff ice 

where a comotion was going on. After a rew minutes during 
this comotion the police arrived at the front door and entered' 
the office. 


-?3 - 
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Amoung the Police officer’s, who were in their 
juniforms, were |nQwn to iaa_a&CHTef nf-JE^ li ^e. SKI JACOBS. 


| | was not wearing a umtorm, but wearing a gun 

ana a oaage. I then saw all these nffi^arc 

walk past my office and go to I office. they 

all stood by_1 office for a rew minutes and then I 

saw SKI JACOBS walk back into the front room and look out 
the front window of the do or. SK I JACOBS was there alone 
for a few minutes and both ! 1 and myself were still in the 

office. 

’’Suddenly a Indian, male, who was -- 

came into the front:-rnntn-T wag .later told by] | 

that his name was lor I I i saw this- 

person go up to. JACOBS who still had his back turned and 
this person with his right hand took hold of JACOB’S coat, 
this person grabbed JACOB’S emblem* a patch, on his left 
shoulder, in his jacket and began to pull JACOB’S around, 
this person was saying something to JACOB’S and laughing. 

This went on for about one-half a minute. As this was going 
on, I began to get scared and concerned and didn’t know 

what was going to happen._L then saw this pe rson let JACOB’S 

go and walked back tJ_ '*'** * * 1 1 


for a lite and said to"! 


1 off ice and asked [_ 

| oh! your to young. 


”At this time approximately six women came in the 
front door and asked to use the bathroom stating ’ they* 

would npt let them use the one a t the iail._I knett, I 

|_1 also known a] | andj to DO 

among the women. At this time Doth] [and i, got our 

coats, shut the door to our office ana walked out of the 
office outside. X wal ked through a crowd of people outside 
t-h a <W and saw ! [T | and 

I I I saw a green van parked in front of the phone 

both and a blue and white El Comino pick-up with number eleven 



South. Dakota plates on it. ' I saw land t w<)[ 

boys get into the El Coming.—T sawf 1 RUSSELL 

MEANS and | _ lor]_|get into the green van. 

I- saw both o£ these vehicles drive off and drove toward the 
airport. 


"Il.then went over to the Police Department to 
conduct business. 


"I have read this statement of five pages and 
initialed all corrections and sign it because it is true. 


It 

ft 


hi 
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"Witnessed: I f, SA FBI, Rapid City, SD 

L} ZC>/ / J.- 

DONALD G. WILEY, Special Agent, F.B.I. Rapid 
City, SD 2/28/75" 









"Rapid City S.D. 

Mar. 7, 1975 

"I, furnish the following voluntary 

statement to George D. O’clock who has identified 
himself as a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. I reside at | . Rapid 

City, South Dakota and I am employed as the j ~| 

| for the Colonial Research Chemical Co of 
Norfolk Nebraska. 

"On Feb 26, 1975, at approximately 1:00 PM I 
was in Pine Ridge, South Dakota making some business 
contacts. Shortly after 1:00 PM I left Pine Ridge S.D. 
driving east on U.S. Highway 18 towards Martin S.D. about 
two miles out of Pine Ridge in the vicinity of the 
airport I noted a caravan of five vehicles driving west 
on US Highway 18 towards Pine Ridge, S.D. These vehicles 
were closely bunched and travelling at a high rate of 
speed possibly sixty or seventy miles an hour. The lead 
’ vehicle was a green van type vehicle possibly a ford 
which was the enclosed cargo type van, this vehicle had 
a vent near the top which was opened. The van was 
followed by a white vehicle possibly a convertable, a 
70 or 71 dark Ford and two pickups. 
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*’I turned around at the airport as X decided 
to make another business contact at the Pine Ridge Nursing 
Home upon driving past the Pine Ridge Court House, 
located adjacent to the Pine Ridge Police Dept. I noted the 
green van and the other four vehicles that I had previously 
seen east of Pine Ridge S.D. parked in front of the 
court house. I noted a group of people male and female' 
near the enterance to the Court House in a semi circle 
and one male individual dark complexted wearing dark 
clothes standing on the Court House steps either making 
a speech, or giving directions. X could not hear what 
was being said as I was just driving by the area towards 


the nursing home. I did note] 


who I personally b 7 c 


know standing on the sidewalk across the street from the 
Court House. It appeared he was observing the activities 
of the group in the Court House area. 

"I returned from the Nursing Home in approximately five 
minutes as my contact was not available and I noted the 
same group at the Court House and | 


> 


still across the street observing the group. I then drove 
around the block and parked approximately one block south 
of the Court House on U.S. Highway 18 where I could 
observe the activities at the Court House. Approximately 
five minutes later a large group of people who seemed to 
be coming from all the buildings in the immediate area 






walked towards the Court House and the group that was 
still assembled there. The large groups of people 
by their mass movement forced the smaller groups towards 
their vehicles which they entered, without incident. I 
noted one unidentified individual pull back his arm like 
he was going to strike someone however I didn't see 
this individual strike anyone. X didn't see any individual 
with any type weapon in the vicinity of the Court House. 

The individuals in the van and four vehicles proceeded 
east on U.S. Highway 18 out of Pine Ridge S.D. towards 
Martin S.D. I noted the driver of the van appeared, to 
be a white male who had long shoulder length 
light brown or blonde hair. 

"The larger group of individuals at the Court House 
continued to mill around the area for approximately two 
or three minutes, they seemed confused. Then approximately 
five vehicles with individuals from the larger group 
also headed east on Highway 18 towards Martin S.D. I 
only saw one policeman in the group at the Court House. 

I noted that | | did not become involved with 

either group at the Court House. 

"I then proceeded east on Highway 18 towards Martin 
S.D, In the vicinity of the Pine Ridge airport I saw 
several cars parked along the highway with several people 
milling around. I did not see the van or anyone fighting. 







I didn't hear any gunshots and didn't see any individual 
with any type weapon. X noted a Cherokee "6" Blue and 
white airplane parked near the airport fence however I 
didn’t note any damage to the plane, I remained at the 
airport for approximately five minutes then drove back 
to Pine Ridge. 

1,1 saw _ driving a late model brown 

Chevrolet 4 door which he parked in front of the Tribal 
office. I asked ^ [ "What was going on?" | | 

made some remark "Fun and games". I checked | | 

car which appeared to have two bullet holes in the left 
rear hubcap, the left rear vent window was shattered and 
three or four bullet holes or what appeared to be bullet 
holes were noted in the back cushion. The bottom portion 
of the windshield was shattered which appeared it was 
hit with a rock or blunt instrument that did not penetrate 
the glass. I noted ) [ was very nervous and shook 

up * I l said " h e pulled up along side of them and they 

opened up with a machine gun." He did notv. elaborate 
on w ho he me ant by "they" or "them". I was only in contact 
with ) [ for approximately one minute and then I drove- 


to Martin, S.D. 






§ o 

”1 came back to Pine Ridge S.D. on Feb 28, 1975 
at approximately noon. I noted a civil air patrol plane 
landing at the Pine Ridge airport and being a member 
•of the Civil Air Patrol I wanted to find out what their 
mission was. I was advised they were searching for a 
lost- girl in the Pine Ridge S.D. area. I then checked 
the Cherokee "6" Blue and white plane that was still parked 
in the same area where I had seen it on Wednesday Feb 
26, 1975. I noted the fiber glass on the wing tip and 
the glass on the passenger side of the plane was shattered. 

M 0n Feb 26, 1975 while driving towards Martin S.D. 
at approximately 2:30 PM I noted Richard Wilson the 
Tribal President on the highway about a half a mile east 
of Pine Ridge S.D. Wilson was in his car heading west on 
Highway 18 and would stop and talk to individuals from 
his car. I did not see Wilson who I personally know in 
the area of the Court House or at the Pine Ridge airport 
area on Feb 26, 1975. 

"/sj | fa6 1 

Mar 77 19/5- : 

Witnesses: 

"/s/George D. O'clock, Special Agent F.B.I., 

Rapid City S.D." 


—/CO " 
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I, I P i hereby voluntarily furnish 

the following signed statement to|__1 who has 

identified himself to me as a Special Agent for the FBI, and 

to|_ Criminal Investigator, BIA, Cheyenne River 

Agency, BIA, SD. No threats or promises have been made to me 
regarding this statement. 


I am an Indian male, born | | Pine Ridge, SD. 

I am a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribal - Council, Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge, SD. 

b6 

On 2/26/75, I was attending an Oglala Sioux Tribal b7c 
Council meeting at Billy Mills Hall, Pine Ridge, SD. At 
approximately 11:00 am, a lawyer for the Wounded Knee defen¬ 
dants came into this meeting. This lawyer is described as a 
white male, thin, long blond hair, and regularly attends meet¬ 
ings of the Oglala.Sinnr Tribal Council. This lawyer handed 

a manila folder to|_land handed a manila folder 

to SEVERT YOtjNG BEAR. This- lawyer said something to YOUNG BEAR' 
and | | Right after this lawyer left, a girl, short, 

long black haTr, who I have regularly seen with this lawyer, 
came into this meeting. We recessed the meeting at noon and 
met again about. 1:30 pm. This meeting was chaired by Oglala 
-Sioux Tribal Chairman RICHARD WILSON. This meeting lasted 
until about 2:45 pm when we heard police sirens. The meeting, 
was recessed because of a 10 minute coffee break. 


-At-appr oximately 1:30 pm, Judge THEODORE TIBBITS told 

_| the | of RICHARD WILSON, that a caravan 

of cars, lead by KUSBEnmEANS, was coming from the east. Chair¬ 
man RICHARD WILSON told me to contact the Ranger Station, 

Planning Center, Pine Ridge airport, and inform them of this 
caravan, and to tell them to watch for this caravan and then 
inform WILSON if the caravan came into Pine Ridge because WILSON 
thought this caravan might disrupt the council meeting. 


I relayed this information to the planning center. 

- 1 At the coffee break at 2:45 pm, I was told by j ^ | 

_|that they were shooting up the Rangers out at the airport. 

I went back inside and told RICHARD WILSON what was 
happening. I told him I was going to go see what was happening, 
and I grabbed my briefcase and went to the airport. 

When I arrived at the airport, I observed several 
people on the south side of the highway in vehicles. They were 
on the edge of the road and in the ditch. These vehicles were 
about 50 yards east of the turnoff into the planning center. 
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X talked to 

bullet hole in his pic] 
it had been shot. He 
RUSSELL MEANS and his' 


l and he showed me a 
right back part of cab, where 

said they, meaning 


brew, snot at tn e vehicles in the 


ditch as they drove east out of Pine Ridge, SD. 

1 had attempted to stop 
M guys shot up the car 


_said 

ua tus cre w, ana the Alfa 


Then my brother, . 
ad wanted tn home, so I,[ 


=£ 


“L 


1 1 came up and sa| d 
took mv father to his BaC651and residence. 


my 
and 
My 

We were gone about an hour and a half, when we 
returned to Pine Ridge, SD. 


X was driving 
white topper. 


a green and white Chevrolet pickup, 


I know nothing about any shooting of an airplane at. 
the Pine Ridge airport. 

I have no first hand knowledge of any beatings 
inflicted on individuals at the Pine Ridge Airport on 2/26/75. 

I have read the above statement of 5 pages and now 
sign it because it is a true to the best of my knowledge. 11 
”2/28/75” 

"M n 


I SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 2/28/75”. 

] ASO, Cheyenne River Agency, Eagle Butte, S.Dak, 


b6 

b7C 
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"I, THOMAS CONROY, SR., Tribal Land Manager, 
furnish the following voluntary statement to RONALD A. 

WILLIAMS who has identified himself to .me as an Agent 
of the F.B.I. I was born on March 23, 1911_ at Bates land, 

S.D. I have a complete high school education. 

On 2-25-75, beginning at 9 AM I spent all day 
at the Billy Mills Hall making a report to the Tribal 
Council. 

Between 2 and 3 PM DICK WILSON announced a recess 
because of a disturbance at the Planning Center. WILSON 
said RUSSELL MEANS and his gang had shot up the Planning 
Center. WILSON had been at the meeting up to that point and I 
do. not know how he learned of the shooting. 

I left the Hall and went directly to my office, 
picked up my briefcase, and went home east 24 miles from the 
Planning Center. 

When I got to Planning Center I saw one Ranger 
pickup and one civilian pickup (blue or black) parked off 
.US 18 immediately East of turn-off to Planning Center. 

--I nntir.pri three boys by the pickups, recognizing 

onlyj_[a Tribal Ranger. This was as I was leaving. ^ 

When I arrived I saw no one inside or outside the 
building. I saw no evidence of disturbance. I was in the 
Planning Office Building for only a couple minutes. 

I read the above statement consisting of this and 
one other page. 

I have initialed each page and correction and signed 
it now because it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge." 

"/s/ THOMAS CONROY" 

"RONALD A. WILLIAMS, SA, FBI, 3-4-75 Pine Ridge, SD". 
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"Pine Ridge, SD 
"3/2/75 


„ ”1*1_I-Lmake the follow ing 

-szoluntary statement to | Land | f 

I who have identities themselves to me as Special 
Agents of the FBI. No threats or promises have been made* 


"I am an Indian Male_hrvrn Lt 

Pine Ridge, SD* I am the I _|or tne ugiaia bxoux Kanger 

program on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 


"I was at work at the Planning Center at the 
Pine Ridge airport on Wednesday, 2/26/75, from approximately 
8 am to 9 am. At about 9 am I flew to Scenic, SD, & 
remained there until about 11 am. I returned to the Planning b6 
Center until about noon. b7 < 

"I returned to work about 1 pm after lunch at home. 

I recall seeing a blue & white Cessna aircraft land about 
1:30 pm. I saw about 4 of 5 people get out of it* I 
appeared that all the people were white except for one who 
was darked skin. They were met by two cars, an older model 
convertible & a second car I fail to recall a description 
of. There were about three women & a man who met them, all 
whites. Those two cars drove off. 


"Approximately 2:15 X went to Onap accounts which 
is located in Pine Ridge. SD. X was there 15 or 20 minutes. 

I Im et me at Onap’s. Together we-drove into 

tne intersection of town. This was about 2:30 or 2:45 pm. 

At the intersection we saw a caravan of about 4 or 5 car_ 
and a van. The van was blue. The cars were as follows: 
a gray Buick, a white picfriro trar.fr. and others I don't 
recall. I recognized driving the white 

.pickup truck. I did Aot tetognxze anyone else in the other 
cars. Each car had 4 or 5 in each car. X saw at least 
3 people in the pickup. 
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I then circled Billy Mills Hall. X was driving 
my 72 Willys Jeep, blue in color. I drove to the Planning 
Center but saw the caravan parked there so I drived right 
by. I saw about 20 people standing around the cars. I 
saw one fellow, an Indian Male with long hair inbe tween 20 
& 25 years old, standing inbe tween the van and a. car parked 
behind the van; he was standing off to the right side. 

He was- armed with a deer rifle. I did not see any other 
weapons. At this point I did not recognize anyone in the 
crowd. 


"I drove home to my trailer which is located about 
300 yards east of the Planning Center. At this time parked 
in the driveway which leads to mv t-rai la r was a red—Bnick, 

a newer model, with I inside and]_[ 

standing outsiue uu unu urivers side. -There was also 
an oiaer pickup on the other side of the highway across 
from the driveway. | |was ipside dp -ivi -fncr wit h two 

Indian male passengers! 1 stopped byIland!I I 
said ’they’re armed and they’re shooting at us. * i did 
not se e apy w eapons in or around the red Buick or the pickup. 

I told I _ J l would drive to the trailer and telephone 

•the police which I did. I was unable to contact the police 
as the phone was busy. 


While I was in the trailer I heard inbetween 
15 & 20 shots. I am a former Marine in the U.S. Marine ■ 

•Corp • and have served in Viet Nam. I have heard automatic 
weapons fire. The 15 or 20 shots I heard were either small I 

weapon semi-automatic or automatic. The firing was quite 
fast. . j 

"I stepped outside the trailer and saw the van about 
100 yards east or the trailer. The other cars, approximately 1 

four, were with the van. I also saw a white car, model 
unknown, parked down the highway about 500 or 600 yards east. 

I heard one shot at this time which I thought came from the 
white car. I did not see any weapons in the van or ether four 
cars in the caravan. 


-/os'- 
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M I got into my jeep and drove to highway 18 
where my driveway comes in. The police were just arriving. 

There were four or five police cars a-rrireina--J recognized 

JOE JACOBS, the chief of police, &| l- I did 

not recognize any of the. other policemen, une of the police 
officers said stay here and all the police cars drove 
towards the caravan. I did not hear any shooti ng after that. 
There were four or five cars here then including I 

| | X sa*Q_p.t their car. ^- 

- “I saw the winshield on the driwra n r 

car was shattered. I also saw I 1 pickup 

wicn a hole on the passengers side rear in the cab, about 
ten minutes later. 

"I then followed J t p Bateslartd fa king 

highway 18 east. With me w er| [ . I 1 

THOMAS CONROY, Sr. He was alone driving a 1973 Chevrolet 
4 w heel drive pickup, red & white i n color. Also with us 

~~1 driving a 1973 green &_ 

white Chevrolet pickup with a white camper on the back. I I 

I _ [”? as with him. This was about 2:45 or 3pm. At this 

time there were 20 to, 3Q peo ple at mv driveway & highw ay 18. 
DICK WILSON, S R J T| ~^ w4re all 

I can recall as being here at this time, i did not see any 
whites in this crowd. I did not see any whites or the 
previously mentioned gray convertible at the Planning Center 
either. 


drive east. 

I heard no ran 


the caravan or police cars in the 
was in my driveway when I left, 
after this. 


*’I know nothing about any whites being roughed up 
or any aircraft being shot up. 

"(I have read this statement consisting of 
five pages and it is true to the best of my knowledge. 



Special Agent, FBI, Rapid City, 
]sA, FBI, Rapid City, SD. 


— /OCo - 
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"Pine Ridge, SD 
’*3/4/75 


"I.I I make .the fnflnwintt trrk lunt-ar y 

s tatement to I l anq | | who 

have identified themselves to me as Special Agents 45T the 
F.B.I. No threats or promises have been made. 

"I p m Indian Male bom| |at Pine Ridge, 

SD. I live at|_|Crazy Horse Housing^ Tam a construction 

worker and work for Ecoffey Maintenance. 

"I was working on my car in Pine Ridge, -SD, on 
Wednesday, 2/26/75, when I heard a policeman sav a caravan 
was coming into town. I took him, | |who is mv 

brother, down to the jail, driving a j.ybU GMC pickup, 
gray &. white in color. This was after dinner in the afternoon, 
time unknown. 

*'I visited people I know in the jail for a while 
and then saw everyone heading put towards the airport. I 
saw RUSS MEANS, | I | and others, standing 

around at the court House* I saw a van, blue in color and a 
ranchero, gray & black in color, there. There were 15 to 20 
people in this crowd. Most looked Indian but there could have 
been some whites or part whites in the crowd. I did not see 
any weapons. 

"After the police went out to the airport, I 
followed the police out. I arrived after everything happened. 

I was still driving the pickup. I recall now I took my pick¬ 
up back to my brother so this had to be before noon. 

"I did not see anyone with weapons at the airport. 

The police had already left. I saw one pickup with a hole in 
the back by the window. Someone said 1 they opened up on us 
and then hit their own airplane,* but I don*t recall who 


— /O'? - 






said that.. .1 drove over to the airport & looked at the 
airplane. The airplane was a one engine aircraft, color 
not recalled. It was later in the day when I looked at the 
airplane and it had holes in the window. I did not see 

|_ p ut there. I did not see any whites out there 

except two guys in a car with an antenna. 

"1 have read this statement of 2 pages and it is 
True To The best of my knowledge_ 

Vs/T 13/4/75 


Special Agent, FBI 
SA FBI Rapid City, SD 3/4/75 


"Witnessed: 
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"March 4, 1975" 


•%£ 


1 have made the following 
who has identified them- 
ederal Bureau of Investi- 


statements tof 

selves to be Special Agents of the 
gation and that these agents wanted to discuss the disturbance 
at the Court House on Wednesday, February 26, 1975_ at approx¬ 
imately 2jiKJ_Dm_aiid_the later shooting incident involving her 
husband l l at the ai rport at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 

I am an Indian, female, D.O.B.| | an American Citizen and 

can read and understand the English Language. 

• On 2/26/75 at approximately 2:00 pm I was working in 
my office; the Clerk’s office inside the Oglala Sioux Court 
House at Pine flidge, South Dakota. I was alon e and sudd enly 

_ I came into Court House lobby. I l asked 

I for a jury trail and I H said that he couldn't have 
it her . anse they rrmldrrT . nav a , iurv. Then I saw RUSSELL MEANS, 




_] an_ an unknown 

These people ca me in with a 


later saw 


mnr & 

Janq_ 


] 


indian wearing a - can Colored cap 
group of approximately twenty people 
sitting in a chair in the lobb y. Thi 

outside the Court. Hquse namelv T _ 

with All of these people w er'y being loud asking 

"where xne i?ucKing Pigs were"_ Some of. these people were pound¬ 
ing on the outside of the door that went to the jail. The 
people inside the Court House were disrubting the court as the 
court wa s rnndnrt-inrr offi cial business, at th<? time nf th<a distur- 

bance as|_[also known as| [was 

attempting to get a marriage license. - 


I- saw 

one responded. 

two times. These people were inside the Court House at least 
ten minutes before the Police came in. 


ask these people to leave and no 
tried to call the Police at least 


7 


1KI JACOBS,Q__ j 

All of these men were in umtorm. These Police 


I 


Jand 


ortleers checked out the Court House and stood in the lobby. The 
Police stayed in the Court House for about five minutes. This 
group continued to swearing acTcall the Police names while they 
were in the Court House. 

All during this disturbance I was scared and afraid 
for the other people in the Court House . At this time I decided 
to leave my office and both | and I left the Court House. 

As I walked out 
saw my husband 

■' fa 


le front door of the Court House I 

„ . — _ standing across the street on the 

sidewalk near his car which was parked in the parking lot facing 


~/09 — 
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South. I saw my brother]_| sitti ng in t he front 

seat of the car on the passenger side. I saw I I standing 

at this location talking with RUSSELL ME ANS and the indian who 

was wearing the tan cap- t T.-r-J ked on by| land sat in the 

front driver*s seat of]_| car. --— 1 


I looked over toward the Court House and mwF 


c 


my hus band, tho inHiar . wit h the cap7 RUSSELL MEANS,[ 


land] 


ten others gathering near 
of "AIM" peoj " 
mouth, pjj f to 


p 


. and approximately 
the tront o£ the Court House. Many 
hing off and the: ~ ' 
and then I sawf 


At this time after the punch by| | everyone b6 

started to break up. I then saw everyone head toward the green *>ic 
van, with dark r . ol orerf cu rtains on the back. I saw RUSS ELL 
MEANS, and| |walk toward the van. I did see| [ 

| get into tne van. I then saw the indian, male who was 
wearing the tan cap driving the van as it drove through the 
parking lot... I saw RUSSELL MEANS sitting in the front passenger 
seat with an unknown female indian. I then saw the van drive 
East on Highway 18 toward the airport. After all of this I then 
went back into the office. Everyone was still shook up and X 
decided- to go home.' 


Before I went nut-side the Court House .prior to the 

fight outside involving ! _(came up to me 

inside my office and said "that l ~1 |was. jerking SKI .around 
by. his patch on his arm". 


While at my house, my husb and. 

i^ing his car. My huSDHTid kaid thatj_ 


home ri-riy i-np; j 

\ |shot him up. I then looked at the- car and saw bullet 

noies m the car. X saw bullet holes in the front windshield, 
' and o ther bullet h<j>le s on t he driver si^ de of the car. I then 


j^hct at them 


X have read this statement consisting of five pages .and 
have initialed all corrections and have given this statement fully 
and voluntarily. X now sign it it is true." 


f _ 1 "/s/| 

WIT; I ~1 SA, FBI 3/4/75". 

SA | I FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/4/75". 


~//o~ 





'March 5, 1975 
Pine Ridge SD 


"1, 1 | make the following statement to 

John E. McCarty & Philip Enlow who have identified 
themselves to me to be Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

"I have been advised I do not have to make this 
statement, and that it may be used in Court. 

"On February 26, 1975, I was at the Tribal Council 
meeting in Pine Ridge, where Dick Wilson was presiding. 

I arrived about two to two thirty PM. While I was there 
:ame in and told me Russell Means and them 
were at the Courthouse. 

"About half an hour after I got there I heard 
sirens going off. About ten minutes later Wilson recessed 
the meeting, so I went outside. 

was outside and she said, "They're 
shooting at the goons out by the airport". 

"Dick Wilson, ! I and me then drove out to 

the airport. When we passed the airport I didn't see 
anything unusual, but just past the airport across from 

pickup in the 


the herd camp I sawj^ 
ditch. 






a 


Q 


"There were about fifteen to twenty people 


around the pickup. I saw 


=□ 

1 

i-1 



andj 


]and several others there. I did not see[ 


I there. 

"Someone said there had been an argument at 
the Courthouse, but that the cops told- them to take 
their fight someplace else out of town. They thought they 
were going out there to have a fight, and that they were 
waiting for Means, | | and them to come out. 

"They waited by their cars, but that a group of 
cars came out. There was a van, two white pickups and 
two or three older cars. When the van went by where 
they were waiting, the door on the van came open, and shots 
were fired at them from the van. One of the older cars 
wenton to a hill past them, there stopped and shot back 
at them. They all ducked behind their cars and no one 
said who did any of the shooting. 

"I saw two or three shoulder weapons in the ■ 
group, but I didn’t notice who was holding them. 

"I looked at the pickup and saw a bullet hole 


"After about five minutes Dick Wilson,|_| and 

me left and started back to Pine Ridge. Near the Sun Dance 
entryway we saw | |ana| I toming 


b6 

b7C 


towards us from the west. We all stopped and got out. 

- //2 - 
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| 1 talked to Dick and I looked at 


I saw a vent window on the rear drivers side door was 
broken and so was the windshield. I didn’t notice any 
bullet holes, but someone said there were bullet holes 
in the hubcaps. | [ said they were on the approach 

to the. Herd camp when Mean's bunch shot their car. 

"I saw no weapons with anyone at this time. 

"Joe Jacobs came up and started to check the car, 
so Dick, ! ] and me went on into Pine Ridge. | | got 

out at Billy Mills Hall. Dick went into the Tribal Office 
and I went to my office in the B.I.A. building, but it 
was locked up. This was about 3 P.M. 

_and | ~| were still talking to Jacobs when 

we left. | | was pretty upset, but Dick and | | 


were pretty calm. 

When I saw the B.X.A. building was locked X went 
home for about fifteen minutes, then went up to the Post 

I ~~| for about five minutes 


office. I sat with [~ 


b6 

b7C 


listening to his C.B. radio. There was no unusual talk 
on it. 

After about five minutes I drove around, and saw 
a group in front of the pottery shop. They were just talking. 
—□ and | j on the street talking to someone, 

but I didn’t talk to them. I did not see Sievert Young 
Bear or I 


bt that time. 


"After just a few minutes I drove on alone, and 


then went on home about 4:30 PM.- 
-//3- 
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"I have no personal knowledge, of any. trouble 
that day. I never did hear anyone say who had done any 
of the shooting or who was involved in any fights. 

"I have read this statement of four pages and it 
is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

"/sf 

V/s/John E. McCarty, Special Agent, F.B.I., Pine 
Ridge, SD 3/5/75 

"/s/Philip F. Enow, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, 
Mpls, Minn 3/5/75 * 



-w * - 










"1, 1 ] hereby voluntarily furnish 

the following signed statement to 

who has identified himself to me as a Special Agent for 
the FBI. No threats or promises have been made to- me 
regarding this statement. I was bora | ^ Pine 

Ridge, SD, and am employed as an agriculture specialist 
for the Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine Ridge, SD, 

"On 2/26/75, I was attending an Oglala Sioux Tribal 
council meeting, Pine Ridge, SD. 

"On 2/26/75, around 3:00 PM, a person identity 
unknown, came into this council meeting and talked 
to Richard Wilson Oglala Sioux Tribal chairman. Then 
Richard Wilson told us "AIM is out at the Planning Center 
shooting"and the council meeting was adjourned. I 
then went to my residence in Pine Ridge, SD. I drove out 
to the Planning Center around 4:30 PM, and observed 
no activity other thaii a lot of cars driving up and 
down the road. 

"I have no knowledge of any shooting at an airplane 
on 2/26/75, at the Pine Ridge airport and have no knowledge 
of any beating of individuals at the Planning Center, 

Pine Ridge, on 2/26/75. 





"I have read the above statement of two pages 
and now sign it because it is true to the best of my 
knowledge. 


"/s 


March 3, 1 $15 


v h 


SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/3/75" 
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"Gordon, Nebrask 
"3/4/75 


> 

to 

1-4 


r ake 
and 


the following voluntary 


have identified themselves to me a j bpatiai Ag&ftts of 
F.B.I. No threats or promises have been made. 


who 

the 


"I j 

SD. X live at 
employed. 


ian Male born| 

St, Uordon, Nebraska, 


Ja t 


Pine Ridge, 
am un- 


"I arrived in Pine Ridge, SD, last Wednesday, 2/26/75. 
I arrived at the Pine Ridge hospital about 2:15 pm. Right after 
we arrived someone said RUSS MEANS was in town. We had a flat 
tire to fix and on the way to the car, a Ford , maroon in b6 

colpr— we msspd M| e Court House. My brother | b7 

and|__ |were with me. At th e Courf-. Housp i gaw— 

a grO UP Of' gUVS intnm*no- ■? n "f sawl I 

anothed L | ] | ! 

| | and others I can not recatn *■ - 

"Out car, a 65 Buick, white in color, with the flat 
tire, was parked on the south side of highway 18 in the 
ditch with a flat tire. We were headed that way and approaching 
the airport. At the airport we saw a van, light blue I believe, 
about 3 or 4 cars, I don’t recall what kind, and a pickup, 
white in color I believe. These vehicles were parked in the 
Pine Ridge airport driveway. X saw 4 or 5 Indian Males 
standing around these cars, long haired. I did not see any 
weapons. No one shot at us. 


"We went by our car with the flal 
ahjOIlt 1/4 mile further east pr.-rnss f-rnm 


was 
I saw 

I MEANS F _I_ 

10 or 12 guys standing around, 
and about four cars parked here. 


X 



lined 


| anu auuui: anuunsr 
There were about three pickups 






0 
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"We drove right by this group and parked on the 
hill another 1/4 mile east on highway 18. We saw another 
car, maroon in color, small, model unknown, drive out of 
the airport. It stopped by us and parked. An Indian 
girl, young 20 years old maybe, got out of the car. I think 
the car was a Ford Falcon. The car was full of 7, 8 or 
maybe 9 girls. The girl who came over- to:?'the car said there 
was trouble at the Court House. She said when they came out 
of the Court House there were all these guvs frnp Pine Ridge 
around threatening them. She saidStarted trouble b6 
by punched RUSS MEANS. She was crying• She said it looks like b7c 
there*s going to be a shootout so they sent us away. Then 
one of the other women said /hurry up - they’re comingi* The 
girl then jumped in the car and they went east. 

"Then the van and other ca rs drove o ut- of the 
airport an d headed towards us. X saw| fear down by 

I I back up trying to block the road, but it 

went too far* Just as the van got to them I heard 
shots. The firing sounded like an automatic weapon. I also 
heard what sounded like a shotgun. It looked to me like the 
firing was coming from the cars parked at the road block. 

I couldn*t see whether any firing was coming from the van. 

"The van & other cars, probably two, and the pickup, 
went around the roadblock and drove up the hill and drove 
up towards us. • The..s.hnntine-lasted around 30 seconds while 
the van was passing|_] 

"The van and other cars did not stop by us but went right 
by. I heard no more shots. We were ducking down when the 
van went by. I could see the windshield of the van but I 
couldn't see any one in the van or other cars. The van 
had a cover over a spare tire on the back of the van with 
some sort of Indian design painted on. 





© © 


"We then went down 
car with the flat tire. I saw 


I to our 

Jwith some sort 


t_... 

of new weapon. As we approached] [pointed the weapon 

at us but someone said no they're aii right. We changed the 
tire then. I did not see any other weapons. I have no idea 
of the time - 2:45 pm maybe. 


"T saw one car leave with 
Jand |_1 take after the 1 van. — Every muy was 


saying ’those guys are leaving and going after the van 
and they don’t even have any guns.* 


“About thi: 


■-j time the BIA police arrived and the 

car withj_|came back and [ |complained to 

the police aoout tne Pullet holes in nxs car. Then one 
police car went east after the van. Then a couple more 
police cars drove by after the van. 


‘Everybody was leaving then, going back to 
Pine Ridge. We fixed the tire and then went back our¬ 
selves. It was about 3 or a little before when we left. 
It was around 3 pm when we got back to the hospital. 


I didn't notice anyone at the airport when I 
went by. The only white person I saw was one about 45 
years- old, with gl asses an d a l ight blu e suit, 
who was talking to ! I after| |got back. This 

man was six foot tall or more, l saw no other white people. 
I saw no convertible. 


b6 

b7C 


"I have read this statement of 5 pages and it 
is true to the best of my knowledge_ 


"Witnessed: 


H 3/C^- 


Special Agent, FBI 3/4/75 
«SA, FBI Rapid City, SD 3/4/75" 







“Rapid City, S.D. 

3/3/75 

"I, make the following voluntary 

statement to | | who I know to be a 

Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
I am an Indian female, bom | | at Pine 

Ridge, S.D. and I am 5*3% tall, weight 123 pounds and 
have brown hair; green eyes. I hold Social Security Number 

_and I completed the 9th grade in school 

and have earned a GED equivalency diploma at Batesland, 


S.D. i 

“I am employed by the Pine Ridge, S.D. Police 
Department as a police woman and on Wednesday, February 26, 
1975 I went on duty at 7:30 AM and worked in a radio 
room as a dispatcher. At approximately 2:00 PM, I left 
the radio room to go outside the Pine Ridge jail building 
in order to notify Chief of Police Joe Jacobs that a 
green van was coming to Pine Ridge. I knew this van 
was' supposed to have contained some American Indian 
Movement (AIM) members and the information that it was 
coming to Pine Ridge, S.D. was given to me over the Police 
radio by I 


When I got outside the jail, I 


saw a green van parked across from the courthouse and 
this van had curtains on the side. I saw 5 or 6 people 
who apparently got out of this van (2 or 3 people were 
already outside and one or two (1 or 2) others were getting 

P I 


out of the van when I saw them) . I knowf 










and I saw him and another man wearing a brown vest, 
go into the courthouse. I later found out the man in 
the brown vest was Russell Means. There were others 
who also went inside the courthouse but I did not know 
them. I did not see any weapons at this time. 

"When I went outside to tell Chief of Police 
Jacobs about the van coming to Pine Ridge, S.D., he was 
just pulling up in front of the jail in his police unit. 
After seeing the van and telling Jacobs, I went back 
upstairs to the Radio Room.I 


came over to the 


radio room from the courthouse, and asked me to check 
in the arrest book for the date | [ was supposed 

to appear in Tribal Court and to then call her with the 
answer. After I looked up the date, I called for | j 
at the courthouse but found out she wasn’t there. I yelled 
outside to ask Chief Jacobs if he sawl 


I told Jacobs to tell | ~~| I had the information she 


requested oij 


At the mention of his name, 


who was outside the radio room window, 


•looked up at me. I then went back upstairs to the radio 
room and called the courthouse by telephone and gave the 
information to | | ~| 

' Idrive 


”1 looked out the window and saw 


up across from the courthouse and stand in front of his 
car. While all of this was going on, I was also 


- 12 / - 







answering the radio and the telephones. When I looked 
out the window, I saw the guys who I saw get out o£ the 
van earlier, getting back in the van. I also saw Chief 
Jacobs with his arm on I 


shoulder as if 


put of there. I also saw the 


he was trying to get| 
sliding door on the side of the van close once or twice. 

I did not see any pushing or shoving or punching in the 
parking lot outside the courthouse. When the van left, 
a white pick-up truck also left. I did not see which 
way they went after they turned around in the parking lot. 

After the whole crowd was gone. I'm not sure how 
long after, I heard I Ion the 


Citizen Bank (CB) radio calling for another unit but did 
not hear who he was trying to reach. I do know that 

sounded "shook~up" and excited and seemed to be 


calling for help. I know it was 
because he. is my first cousin. He said something about 
"some rounds fired at the airport". I then hollered to 
some of the officers and they went out toward the airport. 
I told them there’s shooting at the airport. When the 
officers got to the airport, they went 10-6, but never 
came back on the radio to give more information. 


"Approximately ten (10) minutes later or maybe a 
little more, I went downstairs near the front door, where 
X told two (2) FBI Agents that I heard there were shots 









fired at the airport. I then went back upstairs and 
answered telephones and the radio, but X did not hear 
any more about shots being fired. Shortly after that, 

~1 who works as a dispatcher from | | 

PM to | | came on duty. I stayed to type 

reports and work on radio logs. | | was pretty scared 

and told me if there was any more trouble she was going 
to leave. I stayed and helped her until 11:45 PM that 
night. 


”1 answered the telephone when some guy called in 
and reported that somebody stopped an old Convertible 
with a beat-up top and "fought" the driver. I don * t 
have any idea of the time but I made up an incident 
report and it is on file at Pine Ridge Police Department. 

I asked the person who made the report if he recognized any 
of them and he said I I and a tall-built 


guy with short cut hair and wearing sunglasses and, 
at first, said non- Indian and then said Caucasian. He 

~j ?ere standing back 


also said 


and 


and watching them. He didn’t say how many people there 
were. He did say his address was Kyle, S.D. 

"It was after this report was received thatl ' I 


drove in front of the Police Department and pictures 


were taken of his car which had been shot up. I saw the 
car out front, but I didn’t go out. 
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"X have rea:d the above statement consisting of 
this and 3 other pages, and now sign it because it is true- 
and correct. 



-/SrV~ 
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hereby voluntarily furnish 


.the following signed statement to 




who ■ 


has identified himself to me as a Special Agent for 
the FBI. No threats or promises have been made to me 
regarding this statement.' I am a white male, born 
Rapid City, S.D. I am employed as an] 


_| for the state of South Dakota, and work 

out of the Planning Center, Pine Ridge, SD. 

On 2/26/75 about 2:00 PM, I looked out the window 
of the east door and observed several cars parked along 
the south side of the highway just east of the airport 
turnoff. 

"I observed a green van parked at the airport 
entrance pointed south. Two cars and a white chevy 
pickup were parked behind this green van. I observed 


three male, long hair, Indian, standing outside this van, 
loading rifles. There were other individuals still 
in this van. 


”1 observed several individuals standing in a group 
by the cars parked along the south side of highway 18. 

I didn't see any weapons in this group. 


~/c2-S~ — 
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. "Then the guys got back in the green van and shut * 
the sliding door on the right side of the van. The green 
van turned around, followed by the white chevy pickup and 
2 other cars. The green van slowly pulled out on 
highway 18 and headed east followed by the 3 other 
vehicles close behind. Then the green van put on a 
burst of speed and individuals in the green van threx* 
open the sliding door on the right side and started shooting. 

"Individuals standing around the cars on the south 
side of the road dove for cover, and the van and the vehicles 
behind it proceeded on east at a high rate of speed. 

"Then the individuals on the south side of the 
highway then came from the cars and stood on the 
highway. Then a white car, parked near the highway about 
300 - 400 yards east on top of the hill had occupants 
which started 'to shoot at the individuals standing on 
the highway. Then the. individuals standing on the 
highway .all dove for cover again. 

"I heard about 15 shots fired from the van which • 
shots were fired fast. I heard about 5 or 6 shots fired 
from the white car on top of the hill. No shots were 
fired from the group of individuals on the south side 
of the road. 
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"Then several police cars pulled up and talked to 
the group of individuals on the south side of the 
highway then these police cars drove east. 

"Then Dick Wilson pulled up, driving a brown buick, 
white top. Dick Wilson, the Oglala Sioux Tribal -chairman 
talked to the group of individuals on the south side of - 
the road. Then Dick Wilson got in his car and drove 
back towards Pine Ridge, followed by sev eal other cars. 
Some cars returned to the Planning Center. 

"About 10 minutes later a blue pontiac, black 
convertible top, drove into the airport and drove up 
to an airplane at the airport. Two guys and a girl 
out of this car. One of these guys was tall and had 
long dark hair, brown. One of these people walked around 
this airplane, shook his head, then they got something 
out of the baggage compartment then they all got back 
in this car. 

"I then drove to Pine Ridge, and went to the Post 
Office. I mail a letter, and.the time was shortly after 
3:00 PM. I then drove back towards the airport and 
met the blue pontiac convertible driving towards Pine 
Ridge, SD. The guy driving this pontiac was. big had 
bushy black hair, and was wearing sun glasses. The 
windshield of this pontiac was smashed and the convertible 
top was ripped. I didn't notice anything about the 
occupants of this car. I returned to the Planning 



Center and the Planning Center was deserted. 1 
observed nobody in front of the Planning Center and 
didn't see any cars around. 

"I.then returned to my residence in Pine Ridge, 


"I have no idea how the plane at the airport was 
shot on 2/26/75, and have no idea who assaulted 
individuals at the Planning Center on 2/26/7.5. 

"I have read the above statement of 6 pages and 
now sign it because it is true to the best of my 
knowledge. 


SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/3/75 
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"I. 


Jhereby voluntarily 


furnish the following signed statement to[ 
] and | 




who have identified 


themselves to me as Special Agents for the FBI. No 
threats or promises have been made to me regarding this 
statement. 

"I was bom Pine Ridge, SD. I am the ] 


lExecutive Board, Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine, Ridge, 


"On 2/26/75, T was at my office in Pine Ridge when 
I heard a rumor that AIM was coming into Pine Ridge, SD. 

"On 2/26/75, middle afternoon or late afternoon, 

I- got in my car, a Chrysler, light vi nal top, 

purple bottom. I dr^Ve tc the vicinity of the Pine 
Ridge jail and observed a green van parked in front of 
the jail. The green van had £ or 3 people in it and 
about 6 to io people ^tandind around the van. I recognized 



Russell Means,]_ 




| an unknown| | boy, | 


1 1 1 =1 

plus other individuals who I < 

blue and white El Camino that 

=an 1 t remember. 

There was a 
| was driving 


There was a blue pontiac and a chevy pickup possibly 
white in front of the courthouse. 


"I pulled up by myself and saw | [ who 

was standing on the sidewalk across the street from 


-/ay- 
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the court house. Russell Means walked up to me 
and said "how are you doing, said I was getting a 



went in the court house and saw 




in the 

Court 


House. The|_ 
because! 


said they came there 


jwas supposed to go to court. 


"I walked back outside. Then Joe Jacobs, the Police 
Chief, came out from the Court House and told the group ■ 
that court had been postponed to a later date. I walked 
over by the green van. The sliding door on the right 
side of the van was open. Russell Means pushed aside 
a blanket covering the sliding door and I observed 
2 or 3 peo ple siting ther e holding rifles'. 

"Then Russell Means ,| 

(driving), 


got in the van. Then the 


green van, the El Camino, the white pickup, and the 
blue pontiac left Pine Ridge and drove east out of Pine 
Ridge. Then X and and got in a 


dark green chevy pickup and drove out to the Pine Ridge 
airport. We had no weapons with us. At the airport, we 
observed the green van pulled into the airport entrance 
facing, south. The blue pontiac, the white chevy pickup, 
the blue and white El Camino were parked in the general 
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area of the green van.. We drove by and parked on 
the south side of highway 18 about 100 or 200 yards 
east of the green van | ~| was parked on the 

north side of highway 18, across the road from us right 
at the entrance to the residence of 

[ ?as in a brown chevy, and | | 

said they were shooting at us. All three of us got out 
and hid behind the pickup. Then the green van and the 
vehicles with it pulled out on to highway 18, headed 
east, drove by us, and fired several shots at us. X 
could not see who was doing the shooting. No one in 
our group had any weapons or fired any shots. 

"I stayed there about 10 or 15 minutes then went 
back to Pine Ridge, SD. 

"I have no knowledge of any beatings at the Pine 
Ridge Planning Center on 2/26/75 and have no knowledge 
of any shooting of an arrplane at the Pine Ridge airport 
on 2/26/75. 

’’Russell Means was wearing his hair long and loose. 
Russell Means had a can of black mace in his left jacket 
pocket which stuck out about 2% inches. 





”1 read this statement of 5 pages and it is 
true to the best of my knowledge _ 

(3-4-75) . ”/s[ 


Witnessed: 

”/s 

”/s 


Special Agent, FBI 
SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/4/75" 







'Pine Ridge, SD 
'3/2/75 


"I , I H mnV p the following voluntary- 

statement to I_pho has identified himself 

to me as a Special Agent of the F.B.I. No threats or 
promises have been made, 

"I am an Indian male bom | | at 

Pine Ridge, SD. I work at the Pine Ridge batch plant. 

Pine Ridge, SD. 

"I was at the Pine Ridge court house Wednesday 
afternoon, 2/26/75, at some time in the afternoon, tim e 
, not: recalled. , I recognized RUSS MEANS, | land 

I _|and 8 or 9 other members or the American 

Indian Movement (AIM). They had a green van, a blue & 
white El Camero, a maroon car, a white Chevy Pickup, and 
a few other cars I can’t recall the models of. 

"There was an Indian male, age agent 25 or 26, who 

was wising off to|_| He call| |a white man. 

.1 did not see any weapons down there. 

"The AIM'ers drove nut of t-nwn. X followed in a 
blue Ford pickup with| L We passed the 

Planning Center on highway IS and saw the van and other cars 
parked them.— T . di d n t notice who was there. We went straight 
through to| land parked down in the ditch 

on the south side or the road. 

"We got out of the car & stood around for 2 or' 

3 minutes. Two cars left the AIM - crowd, passed by us and 
drove about 300 or 400 yard_ east and parked on the approach. 

I believe these two cars were full of Indian women. 

"I don’t know the time. The van, El camelo 
and white pickup drove by and they shot at us. The van 
door, side, slid open and someone fired at us. Someone 
also fired from the pickup. I was ducking and did not 
see any weapons. I only heard the shots. I don’t remember 
how many but there were a lot of them. 
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'I heard an automatic weapon when I was in the 
U.S. Army. I would say we were being fired at by 
automatic weapons. 


"When they got to the other two cars another 
single shot was fired from them at us. X r saw_d± 2 it__^ 
kick up r ight in front of us. I was withl 

~^ t the time. 1 - 1 

"I did not see any whites at this time or 
later. I -did not see a ..convertible in the area. There 
must have been 12 or 15 friendly people in our crowd at 
the time of the shooting. 

"I do not know anything about the beating of 
some white people of or a shooting of an airplane. 


"I have read This statement of 3 pages and is 
true to the best of my knowledge. 


7s/| 

"3-2=73“ 


"WITNESSED: 


Special Agent, FBI, 3/2/75" 


b6 
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"March 1, 1975” 

“Pine Ridge, South Dakota” 


••iT 

statement to|_ 

thei 


|make the following 
Jand DUNALD G. WILEY who have 


identified themselves to me as Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation by displaying to me their 
credential cards. I have been advised that the nature of 
. this inquiry is in connection with an incident which hap¬ 
pened on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation on February 26, 1975. 
I,am willing to make this statement and or answer any ques¬ 
tions. No promises or threats have been made to me and no 
pressure or coercion of any kind has been used against me 
to obtain this statement. 


I was born) | at Pine Ridge, S.D. I 

am presently employee as a patrolman with the Pine Ridge, 

S.D._ Police Department and have been since September of 1974. 


On February 26, 1975, I was at home when I received 
Word one to report to the police station. I arrived at the 
Pine Ridge Police Station around 2:00 pm and was told to go 
into the court room next door to the Police Department. I 
went in the front door of the court room building. Near- the 
front door were standing three Indian females who ask me where- 
they could find a bathroom. I advised them .to try next door 
at the jail. 


I then proceeded down the hall to the dop 
into the court room. A man, I later learned to be 
trying to get into the courtroom. I told him to wait m tne 1 


lobby to which he replij 
At this same time 1 saw| 
The Tribal Prosecutor 


I 


was trying to.harass him, 
talking to thej^ 

At this point 


ms orrice. 

n area of the doorway of the Prosecutor’s of fice 
'as in the hallway looking for the bathr oom.T 


came 


in and . talked fin th tha . Prr>Qprnt-m- } Mr.[ 
—I was I—. | whose maiden n* 

J to me, appeared to be • 


]—WTtK - 


i name is 
’’high on something”. 


About 15 minutes after I arrived in the courtroom, 
RUSSELL MEANS who was at the prosecutor's door said "Hurry up 
they are coming". The group that was inside the court room left 
and went outside in front of the court building. 

A green van was parked in the street in front of the 
court building and near the telephone booth located in the BIA 
parking lot. - The Van was pointed to the west. W hen the group 
went outside, I saw RUSSELL MEANS, | | get into the 
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van. I believe that| | may have been the driver 

driving the van. As tne p eople wno were in the courtroom 
were getting into the van, | | and others tried to 

hit the people in the van wrtn tnerr nsts. RUSSELL MEANS 
may have been hit or was preventing from being hit as he 
covered his face with his hands. I got between the van and 
the group to prevent any fights. As I was trying to close 
the van’s sliding doors, I observed blankets on the floor of 
the van covering something on the floor. 


The van drove west down the street turned into 
the BIA Parking lot and came out the east side of the parking 
lot. The van then turned south and stopped at the four way 
stop sign. The van was being followed by a blue and white 
camino which I learned later was registered to a | 

of Rates!and, S.D. |_|works at the Denby Store. | | 

k as driving the camino. There were about 10 people 
in the van and five people in the camino. As I was going into 
Police headquarters someone hollered, "The Van is going east”. 


I then got into a patrol car wi th I I 

and drove up to tb^ I0CS School to pick up f I 

On our way back .^o the Police station we received a radio call 
to go to the airppriv ; Me went to the airport. East of Pine 
Ridge and just beydacf the airport road turn off we saw a white 
car changing a flat tire. 


As we stopped near the white car. I Ip ulled 

up in a Maroon Chevrolet. As he stopped I saw two bullet holes 

in his windshield. One was near the p assenger side and one_ 

he driver's side. I I was in the car with] 

1 said -*■ --- ---»*- -— — 


"They shot at us - you cops won’t do anv tjhing ^ 


STe - 


rest of you get your guns, we’ll get the m for th is". , 
said the shooting had come from the van. I 1 apparently nad 

followed the van east of the airport as he came from the east 
when he stopped to tell us of the above shooting of his car. 


About this time three other patrol cars and mine headed 
east to the Big Foot Trail and then north on Big Foot Trail. We 
were looking for the van. 

About 2:45 or 3:00 pm 2/26/75, I saw a green converti¬ 
ble, the van, the camino and a white piick up stopped at the 
Junction of Big Foot Trail and the Handerson road in Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota. The green convertible had no damage such as a 
broken window or torn roof on it at this time. The people were 
out of the cars. A man dressed in a red shirt, tan work pants, 

long blonde hair__ white_ male and carrying a beaded nunrh from-. 

his belt on the left side was talking to patrolman I_ I 

This man said he was an attorney and was telling | [ one van 
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belong to A.I.M. in Iowa and that it was not stolen. This 
man said that he was going to Pine Ridge to make a telephone 
call to verify the van was not stolen. 

Police Officer l i nay have looked in the 

van while it was stopped at Wounded Knee. Someone was in the 
van. I do not know who. As I tried to get into the van or 
open the doors 2 male strangers came up to me and told me to 
get away from the van. One of these men wore a snap brim 
billed cap white in color and dark sunglasses. He was Indian. 
There were about 50 peo ple around va n whpn i i- stopped 
at Wounded Knee. I saw||and r | Ground 

the van. - - 


The camino was behind the van at Wounded Knee and a 
Red car like a Falcon having a South Dakota County 11- balance 
unknown on it. This car was being dri ven by 
, I The white pick up was being driven b^J 

Jas l saw him drive off the. road aways to fix a tiat 


. I saw ~1 turn the green vart arnnri f 

it was ^heading south on the Manderson Road. | | 

glasses up. 


id so that 
asked 


me if I remembered him as he raised his sung! 

. The group, the van, the camino, the red car, and the 
white pick-up then drove off toward Porcupine, S.D. Pi?-™- t-n 
~~meone in the group said the van would be at 

place. -— 


Station. 


We then came back to Pine Ridge and to the Police 


About 4:00 pm 2/26/75 I was sent to the airport as 
someone had reported a fight was going on. I drove to the air¬ 
port and beyond but found no one fighting. The only thing I 
saw at the airport was a red and white pn»nn j^i th a rack'. 

I recognize this pick-up as belonging to| | | This 

pick up and another vehicle belonging to the Rangers was parked 
near the Ranger s office upon finding no fight I then returned 
to the Police Department. 


. T have read this statement consisting of this page and 

six others. I have iniatal the corrections there on and the 
statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge." 


'Vs/ 

"Witnessed: DONALD G. WILEY, Special Agent, FBI, Rapid City, 
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S.D., 3/1/75”. 


SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/1/75". 
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Indian Action Team 


Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Date of Birth|_ 

make the following voluntary written statement to] 


and Ronald A. Williams who I know to be FBI 


agents. bg 

. On the afternoon of 2/26/75, I was driving-towards b7 
the BIA Equipment yard at Pine Ridge, S.D. I was driving my 
1.974 red and white Torino. As I passed the Pine Ridge 
Courthouse I noticed about 15 - 20 persons including 
Russel Means standing in front of the courthouse looking 
at it. I noticed a van with out of state plates and with 
a wheel cover carrying a design parked in front of the 
court house. I also noticed 2 pickups. I parked on the 
left hand side of the road west of the Pine Ridge 
jail and walked back to the courthouse. 

As I arrived at the courthouse I saw Russel Means 


Und about 6 others come out of the front 


entrance of the courthouse with their arms linked. They 
were yelling, "No court today". They almost walked 

Ibackhanded a short guy who was 


in the line. The persons with Means including Means 
appeared to be drunk or stoned. 

At this time arguement started] land 

Russell Means. r 


told Means to get a job.| 


U and 


present. 


-/ 3 ? - 











The AIM group (Mean's group) began to get in the 
van through the front and side doors. * | "j 


and Russel Means got in the van. Russel got in front on the 
passanger side. | [ hit Means through the open 

window. Means had his head turned to the rear when 
the blow hit. He was hit on the left hand side of the 
face. At this point Ski Jacobs came out the jail and 
calmed | * 


down. Ski stepped between 


I l and Russel. Ski also grabbed 


1_H- 

at 

least 2 pickups 

t. 1 

a 


some others followed. I followed after the Pine Ridge 
drivers; however they were out of sight. 

As I reached the airport I saw a group of cars 
and began to pull in thinking they were Pine Ridge people. 
I then saw. the van and a group of men armed with shoulder 
weapons and pistols. The shoulder weapons were pointed 
directly at me. I drove past looking forward. I then 
drove to Indian Action Team Main tance Building which 
is west of the planning center. Enro ute I saw one 
airplane parked at the airport. When arrived at the 
main tance building I talked to | 1 1 then 

drove back east of the planning center and stopped at 
this point the man and vehicles with it were turning 
east onto Hi-way 18. The right side door of the van was 
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was open and a person wearing a sweater of the same 
colors as Russel Means was wearing was standing in the 
side door. Mean's was wearing a white sweater with black* 
and brown markings. There were a group of Pine Ridge 
peopleparked east of the airport at the Herd Camp turnoff. 
As the van passed these people, they quickly scattered 
jumping behind cars and into the ditch. One vehicle 
which was with the van stopped near the top of the hill 
east of the Pine Ridge People. After a couple of minutes 
this vehicle drove east. While this was happening the 
windows of my car were up and I heard no shots. After 
Mean's group left I drove to the Pine Ridge people. Present 
were! 1 


and others. They told they had been shot at but did not 
have any guns to return fire. I saw no guns. X saw 
bullet holes in | [ red car and in | | 

[ pickup. A short time later the Pine Ridge 
Police arrived and then they proceeded east. I remained 
at the scene of the shooting for a while then drove alone 
to Pine Ridge college center where my office is. Later 
I drove around Pine Ridge checking to see what had 
happened. 

I did not see any beating at the airport and 
was not involved in any beating. 


b6 
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I have read this statement consisting of this and 
four other pages. X now sign it because it is true 
& correct. 


/s( 


_|SA, FBI, 3/4/75 

Ronald A. Williams, SA, FBI, 3-4-75 Pine Ridge, S.D. 








© © 


I 


Jmake following 


I and Ron Williams who I 


voluntary statement to | 
know to be FBI agents. 

On Wednesday, 2/26/75 I was driving my 1974 Ford 
pickup. My wife | ~| was with me. We were going to 
Gordon, Neb. from my home. I stopped to get gas at 
Buckman's Husky station. While there I saw about 
10 - 15 long haired male Indians go into the Pine Ridge 
courthouse. They came from a green van parked near 
the courthouse. I filled with gas and then drove south 
past the 4 - way stop and parked by the white catholic 
church. At this time I saw a group of people milling 
around. I did not see any fighting. The van and 
several other cars left together. The van was first. 
Other cars followed. I followed in my pickup. As I 
drove past the airport I saw the van parked at. entrance 
to the airport facing south. The side door of the van 
was open and people were getting out. My wife said, 
"They've got guns". I saw 2 men with rifles. These 
2 persons appeared to loading these rifles. I drove 
away from the area and turned intoT 


ranch to get out the line of possible fire. I did not 
have a firearm . I took my wife into! 


home. As 


I started to come out of the house, I heard shots so I 

dropped to the floor of the porch. After the shots stopped 

I got up. I heard 15 - 20 shots .• When I looked up I saw 

the tailend of cars with van going east. 

~/Y3 - 
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There were cars parked at the entranceway to 

] My wife and I got back- in the pickup and left 



I saw a hole in the back part of the cab on the right 
hand side. They said they had no guns and I knew they 
did not carry guns. I drove back to Pine Ridge with my 
wife and stayed home until kids came home from school. 

I picked up my children about 5 pm at my mother's home. 

I did take part in any assault at the Pine Ridge 
airport. 

I read this statement and it is correct. 


SA, FBI, 3/5/75 


Ronald A. Williams, SA, FBI, 3/5/75 Pine Ridge, SD 


?* - 










’’Pine Ridge, S.D. 
March 5, 1975 


"I, 


statement to 


and 


make the following voluntary 
r_ I who 


have identified themselves as Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) . I am aware that 
I am being interviewed in regard to the incidents which 
occurred on February 26, 1975 at Pine Ridge f S.D. I 
am 27 years of age, having been born I —— 


Pine Ridge, S.D. I have had 12 years of education. I can 
read and write the English language. No promises or 
threats have been made to me and no pressure or coercion 
of any kind has been used against me. 

"Between 2PM and 3PM on Wednesday, February 26, 
1975., I was driving a green Ranger pickup, 1974 Ford 
back to Pine Ridge, S .P. | | ^as with me. 

I heard over the 2-way radio in the pickup that! j 


|_| was at the Court House alone and there were several 

American Indian Movement (AIM) guys there also J | 


was calling someone else with this message. 


I was just leaving the planning center when we heard this 
message. 

"I drove to the BIA parking lot and parked directly 


across from a green van parked in the street facing west 
on the south side of the street. This van had a vent 
door on top which was open. 
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When I arrived there were several people standing 


Jacobs, 


standing around. 1 


| sister,j 


J were sitting 


. We sat in the parking lot about 15 minutes 
and left and went to the ONAP office. We were there a 
couple minutes and started back to the BIA parking lot. 
As we passed the tribal cafe, we met the same van that 
was previously parked by‘the court house. This van was 
headed east on hwy 18. I don't recall any of the 
vehicles following the van. 



“When I approached the airport driveway off Hwy 
18, .1 observed this same green van parked near the first house. 
The back doors were open and I observed- approximately 
20 to 25 people around the van and some 6 other cars in 
the area. I observed one individual, a .foreign Indian 
male, with long hair with a rifle. 

"I observed] 


]car parked in the approach to 


J>lace. The car was backed in. 


pickup was parked on the right hand shoulder. 









| _| pickup, a light blue Ford, was parked 

in front of "[ pickup. I pulled into 

the ditch in the vicinity of these two pickups. We sat 
in our pickup for several minutes and then got out when 
| | said they were coming. This meant the people in 

the van were coming our direction. I got out of my pickup 


and got behind |_pickup, a green Chevrolet, which 

■was also in the area. 

b6 

"The green van and about 5 or 6 other vehicles then b7c 
came east on Hwy 18. There were approximately 15 rounds 
fired from 3 of 4 different guns. I was not hit and the 
pickup I was driving was not hit. 

"I got -in my pickup with ] ~| and we started 

back, to Pine Ridge. Before leaving the area I had conver¬ 
sation with | ~| and about how 

close we came to getting hit. I got to the vicinity of 
the large fenced in area,- heading toward Pine Ridge, to 


and we started 


get some rifles. 


also was with us. We 


didn't know where we were going to get the rifles so we 
turned around and went back to the airport. We parked in 
the ditch on the west side of the approach. I stood by 
the pickup and was listening to the 2-way radio. 


"After about 20 minutes 


and I.went to 


Batesland id 


I blue jeep.|_ 


_[followed us. We were in Batesland about 10 

minutes and started back to Pine Ridge. We met 

at the Wounded Knee turnoff of Hwy 18. We asked 
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and a road block at 


about a roadblock at 
the Wounded Knee junction with the Manderson Road , | | 

said there were no road blocks. also told us 

about the airplane at the airport was shot up. We went to 
the airport and looked the airplane over. I did not see 
any bullet holes. 


told me there were some 


in it though. 


•1 

] 

L_ 


were at the planning 


center. I stayed at the Planning Center until 4:30 PM 
and then went home. 


"I have read the’above statements consisting of this 
page and four other pages. I have initialed any corrections. 
I have initaled each page. This statement is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 



- 4* - 
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FO-302 (R£V. 11-7,7*70) 


( 1 ) 


FEDERAL * BUREAU- OF INVESTIGATION 


Oole of transcrlptloi 


3/10/75. 


City Resident Agency of the Fddera. 

_ j - ' _j i-t_* j_ l.£m __/r 


appeared at the Rapid^ 


and was advised of the identity of SA [ 
furnished the following information: 


Bureau of Xnyes 


tigat: 

^phei 


;ationj 

sn 


On Wednesday, February 26, 1975, at about 3:00 pita, 
or perhaps a little later, he drove past the Court House in 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, on Highway 18, heading north. He 
stated he did not see a large group of people in front of the 
Pine Ridge Court House. At the Husky Service Station he 
turned east tow f^g ffog*- tHntr a Housing to go to his^mother- 

in-law’s house, 1 __l He said he is. certain 

it was after 3:00 p.m. because his little girl gets out 
of school at 3:00 and he had waited for her to get home. 

When he arrived atl_| and found cut that his mother- 

in-law was not home he went back to BILLY MILLS Hall to 

upen up the gym for the boxing team. He said the Tribal Council 

Meeting being held that day was over b? r thp time he t-L pre 

and the only council member he saw was! L _I 

| [was looking up and, s he a] | asked him -, 

replied he did’ not know. |_ _ p old | I 

that they were locking up because, "There was Am trouoie.” 


went on to state that he then went home to 
“check on t ne kld s c and to tell them to stay home* - He then 
drove to the Planning Center near the airport, k because his^ 
brother-in-1 aw was suppos e to fly in to deliver some trophies 
for the basketball team. | a dvised bis brother-in-law 

did not arrive and he went into the Planning Center, found 
there was no one around and decided to lock up the offices. . 
He said thi s nrobablm aln^ e to 4:00 pwm* While a t the 
Planning C enter,[ 1 


were subpoenaed to appear an 
March 2, 1975, for the trial of] 


tse co p*uu wiiu-K f — 

he^and[_ 


j | stated that he had been at the airport 

•earlier that Cay and did not see a dark Pontiac converti¬ 
ble at anv time that day. He also stated he did not see 
[ k m til later'that same night. He did hear that' 

a. green van turned off into the airport access and that shots 


- 3 /3/75- ol -Rapi4-Ci-tyv-So ath-Dakot a- F;le *M P .-- 7 0 - .9 7 . 2 9*. 
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■were fired* He does not know anything about a beating except 
what were heard from "some, people*” 

I ^ 1 said that he remembers seeing a bunch of 

guys standing around and cars parked in front of the old 
filling station on the north side of Highway 18 when he 
was driving out to the Planning Center. He does not have 
a Citizen*s Band (CB) in his vehicle but does have one at 
home which he only turns on at night. He stated he had no 
way to hear about accar loaded with AIM people at the airport* 


-/S-O- 
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I _ _ _| was contacted at his 

place of employment. Pine Ridge Water D evelopment-. Shnn , 
a quanset building, east of Pine Ridge. | [was 

apprised of the identity of interviewing agents and was told he was 
being interviewed concerning his knowledge of'incidents 
which happened in Pine Ridge on February 26, 1975. These 
incidents included the shooting of an airplane and vehicles 
at the airport ,in Pine Ridge and the assault on several 
members of 'the Wounded Knee Defense/Offense Committee* . b6 

I-1 b7c 

I _J advised that he was at the quanset. 

across from the moccasin factory, ea st of Pine Ridge on 
__t^__afternFebruary 26, 1975. 1 I 

&nd. j J were at the quanset with himo I | 

| c.5ar,K, by and told them there were eleven American Indian 
Movement |AIH) car s coming from the Wounded Knee Junction. * ' 

A short time later [~ I observed a green van and several 

oi-hor Vflhirlac hea ding east on Highway 18 from Pine Ridge. 

J- - j —Chevrolet pickup was in this group. • ’ ’ 

I _ l an d [ jumped into the tribal pickup, a 

Chevrolet, 1974, white over blue, bearing South Dakota license 
|_| They followed this group east on. Highway 18* 

As I | approached the entrance to the 

airport, off Highway 18, he observed a green van, a white 
pickup, a blue and white El Camino and another car parked 
in the entrance to the airport facing north. These vehicles 
ware in the vicinity of the first house, off the airport 
entrance.’ 

As | ~b rove by this group of vehicles, he 

observed two or three Indian males with guns. He also.observed. 
two individuals grabbing an Indian male who was wearing a 
red jacket or vest and throw this individual into the van. 

After passing the airp ort mfranra t he van started to come 

out on to Hi vbwav 18.1 ---[pulled off the road and 

parked nea^ j _| blue pickup. There were other 

vehicles parked off the road in this vicinity including 
car* 


^/Zl/7 
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| | got out of the pickup and' laid down 

beside his pxtKup xn cne ditch. All five vehicles including 
the van which were previously parked in the airport entrance 
left apd rrrnreprWl e ast on Highway 18. As these vehicles 


heard several shots,, some appearing to be 


passed_ 

from an automatic weapon. [ 
and feared for his life. As the 
pickup drove up the hill easf_o£ 
shot was fired which knocked 


sses off and mud was spatfr 
k as lying on the. ground near 
just- missed him. 



Jadvised he was scared 
the white 
position. A 
re d~orang e can and 
face. | 1 

and the shot 


ad left ] | got up and 

They drove back to the Water 
the pickup over for bullet holes 
mented, "Lucky I didn’t get 


After the vehicle 
got. into his pickup withj - 
Development Shop - They. 
and found n on a 1 

killed,” to l _| then left the" quanset and drove 

to their old office which is near the Road Department yard in 
■ ^flwntown Pinf the’quanset and observed 


viduals parked near the quanset. 
involved with this group. 


land possibly some otter indi- 


_] denied being 


A C 

yonS 


|left work and headed home about. 4:30 
p.m., everyone mac was meeting at the quanset also left. 


1 | was questioned as to specific times 

and definite incidents which occurred on February 26, 1975. 

Vi» 'sArr-i V»-o A wao.ll __* -CZ _ 


he advised he could not recall anything more specific. 

| _[advised he did not want to get involve drin_thf 

dents as ha feared for himself and his family. 


and 


advised he would not furnish a signed statement concetttlftg hxs 
knowledge of the incidents on February .26, 1975. 


also . 


j | advised his date of birth is| 

andne res roes xn the housing at Batesland, S oucn uaKOta. 


✓ 


/TZ-/0 
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| was contacted at his residence, 

'Pine Ridge, South Dakota, regarding any information he - 
could furnish concerning a disruption in front of the 
Courthouse, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, on February 26, 

1975; concerning a shooting in the vicinity of the Pine 
Ridge Airport on February 26, 1975; a shooting of an 
airplane at the Pine. Ridge Airport on February 26, 1975; 
and a beating of several individuals in the vicinity of 
the Pine Ridge Planning Center on February 26, 1975, 

I l was advised of the identity of the 

interviewing’ Agents and subsequently furnished the follow¬ 
ing information: 


On February 26, 1975, he went to the Pine Ridge 
Hospital at about 1:00 p.m. driving his personal automobile, 
a 1974 blue Thunderbird. He left the Pine Ridge Hospital 
at approximately 3:15 p.m. and drove to his place of employ¬ 
ment_the Pine Ridp-a Planning Center. He noticed that he 

and|_| were the only males at the Pine Ridge 

Planning Center wh ile there were s everal female secretaries,, 
including his wife ? l .1 at the Pine Ridge Planning 

Center. He was told by his wife, I_J that American 

Indian Movement (AIM) was in Pine Ridge so everybody had left 
the Planning Center and went to Pine Ridge. He advised he 
.therefore drove to his residence in Pine Ridge and got his 
rifle, an AR-15 rifle, which is a semi-automatic rifle, and 
returned to the Pine Ridge Planning Center. \ He got this rifle 
to protect the employees of the Pine Ridge Pla nn ing Center 
from AIM. As he approached the Pine Ridge ■ Pla n ning Center, 
driving east on Highway 18,~he noticed a 1965 white Mustang 
and a van pulling out .onto Highway 18. Both this van and the 
Mustang were full of people but he couldn’t identify these 
people. The van and the Mustang drove east. 


He drove up behind the automobile of |_ l who 

had pulled, into t fr« g-»rnnrr .ahea d of him . W hen he stopped 

his car, his wife] $nd| | jumped out of 

the station wagon oi| |ani got. xn ms car. They 

told him what was happening so ne decided to join a group of 
individuals parked on the south'side of Highway 18 east of the 






o 


- 2 - 

MP 70-9729 


d 


At this time the van and the white Mustang were 
approaching a hill about 300 yards east of where the cars ^ 
were parked on the south side of the road. He was still in 
his car at this time and heard about three shots, possible- 
light caliber, fired from the green van. He got out of his 
car and joined the group parked on Hip far siria of the high- 

wav carrying his r ifle. One of thel_, J boys, possibly 

| said “Don 1 1 shootJ |is following them, 

he is the last car”. 

I l advised that they milled around and nobody 

else had any guns. No return shots were fired at this van. 

His’ wife, f | and| f " - \ in his car, 

returned to Pine Ridge. 


theQ 


boy may be[ 


He ad vised he got in a gold Ford pickup with 
1 bn vs and retu rned to Pine Ridge. ' 


5'8" in heigl 
drove to the 



This I 


_.and is described as an Indian male, 

of age, having short black hair. They 

•esidence where this|_Iran in 

his residence and got a'rifle and some shells. Th pv than star ,ted 


to return to the vicinity of the airport when this 
discovered he h ad the wrong ammunition for his rifle and they 
returned to tlie| I resixip.nr.p. ahd I I got another 

TEion. \ advised he th en went 


rifle to match 
sepa rate ways with this 


Jand he accompanied] 


| | to Batesland, South Dakota, in order to escort TOM 

SR. to Satesland, South Dakota, for protection. 

He advised that he did not know anything about any 
heating of individuals in the vicinity of the Planning Center, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, on February 26, 1975, and did not 
know anything about any shooting of a plane at the Pine Ridge 
Airport on February 26, 1975-. 


is described as follows: 


Name 
Race 
Sex . 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 


Indian 

Jiale_ 


c 


Pine Ridge, South Dakota 

e’r* ■ 

190 pounds 
Black (short) 

Brown 
Medium 

| ^ ""[ declined to furnished signed statement on 

the above information. 


—/tsy- 
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Dole of tronscriptloi 


March 10. 1975 


^ | 1 bom I 1 Pine Ridge, 

South Dakota, was contacted at her residence in Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota, regarding any information she could furnish 
concerning a shooting in the vicinity of the Pine Ridge 
Airport on February 26, 1975; a shooting of a plane at the 
Pine Ridge Airport on February 26, 1975; a beating of indi¬ 
viduals in the vicinity of. the Planning Center, Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota, on February 26, 1975; and a disruption of the 
Pine Ridge Courthouse on February226, 1975. 


| was advised of the identity of the inter¬ 

viewing Agents ana furnished the following information; 

On February 26, 1975, at approximately 1:30 p.m., 
she returned to the Pine Ridge Planning Center; where she is 
employed, from her lunch break. There was a rumor in the 
Pine Ridge Planning Center that RUSSELL KEANS an d the Arne ~ 
Indian Mo veme nt (AIK) were coming t o Pine Ridge. I 


a Movement 


]at the Pine Ridge FJLartnihg 


She advised that at that time 


1 center, neard this rumor plus they heard various rumors coming 
over the Pine Ridge Rangers radio which is in the Pine Ridge 
Planning Center. 


the only male at the Pine Ridge Planning ueiiLur auu - Laura 1 were 
several secretaries, who were there, which secretaries became 
fllarmpfi iiApti thp nmin r started that AIM was coining to Pine 
Ridge. |_] locked the doors and said AIM was outside. 


She advised she looked out and saw a green van, a 
blue and white Ranchero, a white Mustang, and a white -pickup, 
all parked at the entrance to the Pine Ridge Airport. Th**?e 
vehicles had all turned in this entrance and were pointed 
north. Several individuals got out of these vehicles but «ha 
didn't recognize any of these individuals. She saw one Of - 
these individuals, who was tall, holding a rifle. The time 
was somewhere between 2:00 and 2:30 p.m. Then she and several 
of the secretaries in the Pine Ridge Planning Center became 
alarmed and left the Pine Rid ge Planning Cen ter and got in a 
green station wagon driven hvl I Five of these 

secretaries got in with]_| identified as follows: 
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Mrs J~ 


|_I saw her husband pull up next to the 

green van so she became alarmed and ran up to this green van. 

j~ advised at this tim q thatF ' 

was also rrTZITLsgreen station wagon. \_ 


then 


attempted to leave the Pine Ridge Planning Center and drove b6 
up behind the green van which was blocking their exit to b7< 
Highway 18. 


She advised that then her husband, | | 

pulled up as he had com e to Pine Ridg e to get ms guns to 
protect them from AIM. | I pulled up a few feet away 

from this green van and when he did, the green van and the 
cars with it left the airport and drove east on Highway 18. 

She got in the car with-her husband. 


Several cars at this time were 
side of Highway 18 east of the Airport. 


south 
. isked 
ot individuals 


us what was going on and then joined this grouj 
who were parked on the south side of Highway 18 east of the 
Airport. 


Jiad a rifle with him. 


She advised she drove to Pine Ridge with | 

-She didn’t hear any shooting-and didn’t return to the Pine Ridge 
Planning Center that day. She advised that she knew nothing 
about any shooting of a plane at the Pine Ridge Airport on 
February 26, 1975, and knew nothing about any beating of indi¬ 
viduals in the vicinity of the Pine Ridge Planning Center on 
February 26, 1975. She advised that she saw a blue and white 
plane land at the Pine Ridge Airport at approximately 1:30 p.inl¬ 
and that two cars were waiting for this plane. Approximately 
five individuals got out of this plane and got in these cars * 
and the cars left the Airport. One of these cars was a dark 
convertible. ' . 


the above 


_[declined to furnish a signed statement on 

i information. 
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Ooto of konicfipMonMSCCgh. ..1019l7.5 

S f~~ ~| was contacted at his 

Northridge, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
he could furnish concerning a disrup¬ 
tion at the Pine Ridge Courthouse on February 26, 1975; a 
shooting at the Pine Ridge Airport on February 26, 1975; 
a shooting of an airplane at the Pine Ridge Airport on 
February 26, 1975; and a beating of individuals in the 
vicinity of the Pine Ridge Planning Center on February 26, 

1975. 


|_| an Indian male. born| 

Pine Ridge,-South Dakota, furnished the following 


On February 26, 1975, he saw a group of people in 
front of the Pine Ridge Courthouse sometime in the afternoon. 

He re coenizedJSUSSELL MEANS as one of these pe onl e - Hi* recog- 

nized l l as Ofta of these people and|_|was 

drunk and staggering around in front of the Courthouse. There 
was a green van narked in front of the courthouse and RUSSELL 

MEANS and]_land several other long-haired Indian 

males got in this van and drove out of Pine Ridge east on High¬ 
way 18. 


He got in a vehicle with l _|and they drove 

east out of Pine Ridge to see where this van went. They saw 
that this green van was stopped at the turnoff to the Pine Ridge 


Airport, pointed south. He observed a wh 
parked near this green van. He observed |_ 
RUSSELL MEANS and several other individua 


rolat^ickup 
ing oy this 


green van. He didn't stop but drove by and didn't see any weapons 


He saw a group of cars parked on the south side of 
Highway 18, approximately 100 yards east of the green van. He 
stopped and joined this group of cars and individuals. 


There were several individuals in this group on the 



Then the green van, a white Chevrolet pickup and a blue 
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and headed east on Highway 18. These three vehicles drove by . 
himself and the group of people with him, who on 

the south side of Highway 18. As the green van drove by, 
individuals in the green van started shooting at them 
couldn* t see who was doing the shooting because he was ducked 
down to avoid the bullets. They fired several builetsfrom 
the green van, which bullets were fired fast. 
nobody in his group had a gun and, therefore, no return fire 
was made. 

. He advised at this time that before the green Van 
went by, a 1963 Ford Fairlane, maroon m color, drove by them 
on Highway 18, headed east with a woman driving and some other 
peoSlf toWcar. This rcaroon car pul led off the Highway 
about 350 yards east on the north side of the road. The occu 


„ UUU1 . ___ _n.e nortn biub ui - 

pants of this car fired^ sh ot at the m, which shot k i cked up 
mud between the-feet of |_|-|a^d|_ 


He advised that after this Shooting a group of them 
stayed there for about a half hour and they saw three or four 
police cars go east on Highway 18 ax ter the shooting had 
occurred. 

He then went back to Pine Ridge, South Dakota.. 
advised he knew nothing about any beatings at the^ Pine Ridge 
Planning Center on February. 26, 1975, and had no idea who was 
responsible for. shooting up an airplane at the Pme Ridge Ai 
port on February 26, 1975. 

He declined to furnish a signed statement.' 
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“Feb. 27, 1975 
Rapid City, SD 


, , "I_l make the following 

stacHmsnr to juhw nu CMTY who has identified 
himself to me to be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. I have been advised I do not have to 
give this statement if I don't want to and that this 
statement may be used in Court. 

„ "? an °S la la Sioux Council representative from 

the Wappamni .District on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 

™ of -J rlba i $ ouncil was session at Pine Ridge 

on Feb.. 26, 1975, and I was present. - 

"About 71 M I Judge TIBBETTS came in and 

said something to and Tribal 

R!CHARD WILSON. fchSON then told the Council “We'ifrecess ’ 
until tomorrow. RUSSELL MEANS is in town and raising hell 
at the Court." The meeting then recessed. 

J . " " [then asked me for a ride to Porcupine. 

The two of us then drove east. As we passed the airport we 
saw a road block of cars, but one lane was open. I saw a 
group of men rjrnnnd f-ha ni rknn rnid° t R ecogniz ed 


£= 


x 


3 |_k_suiMi tci n—i ^ ^ 

nd possibly some other peopEnr 


I 


? 


1 - , T — Dome ox tne men 

were holding rifles. We drove through the group, but I 
think I saw a group of weapons stacked up in Military fashion 
I was driving fairly slow. 

"We went on toward Porcupine. Near Wounded Knee 
we saw a light colored green van, some Polce cars and some 
. Nebraska auth orities parked at the intersection. We saw 

L-r—— - i there, j* stopped., i stayed for less then, two 

minutes, and I left]_| there and went on alone. 


b6 
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"X wanted to get SIEVERT YOUNG BEAR, the 
chairman of the Law and Order Committee and for ns to 
meet with the Reservation Superintendent and the 
authorities and to try to calm the situation. 

”1 met SIEVERT, and the two of us went back 
to Pine Ridge. Some guy from the Washington Star and 
another white guy and two Indians who had been talking 
to SIEVERT followed us for aways, but they left stopped 
enroute to talk to someone,“then followed on into Pine 
Ridge. I don*t know who they were. 

"In Pine Ridge everything seemed quiet. We 
got there about three thirty P.M. 


We parked at the B.I.A. building, and sat there 
very briefly talking about where to go. We got out and 
stood for a minute, then saw JOE JACOBS of the B.I.A. police 
come out of the jail toward us. 


nothing was going 
across th e street 


'We asked JACOBS what was going on. 


f 


JACOBS said 

| jked 

] girl and a guy I didn’t know 


were rn the cars wa !tch! mg 115 . 

“SIEVERT and I had no weapons with us. 


“Then both cars pulled up b y us. w ith us in 
the middle. All of them got out, and] [said to 

SIEVERT something like yo iilr e a . tough guy hu h, let’s . 
fight. JACOBS then told | [ to knock it off. 

| | said, ’I’m American citizen and you 

guys are Communists. * | [also told JACOBS ’You give 

us one minute; and I’ll kill this guy’ indicating SIEVERT, 
and then said ’We’re going to get you guys. We Y ll kill 
both of you. ’ He also told us to leave the reservation, and 
that the world wasn’t big enough for both of us. He cursed 
the B.I.A., the F.B.I. and TRIMBLE. He said they had enough 
people to handle their own investigations. No one struck any 
blows. 


- 





JACOBS took ] | group off a ways, and I 

heard JACOBS tell them ‘it you guys are going to do 
anything take them out of this B.I.A* parking lot* 1 


|_| then told SIEVERT and me that even if 

we had a police escort they would kill us, that *It*s 
a small reservation,* 


I , I s group got in their cars and backed 
off onto the highway, and JACOBS walked off. We saw tm 
criminal investigators from Nebraska walk over to 


"SIEVERT and I decided we should get an escort 
out of town because we were afraid we would get shot. 

We went to the jail -to get an escort. 


"As we got tow the jail all the police came out 

flnfl The nnlv norcnno •?■*•> iail 


The only persons in the jail 

““"* dispatcher,[ 



fa 


duu we 11 se e 


land a policeman who came ini 
They said something like waic - 
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"We waited about three and a half hours. During 
■ t-haf time vario us Policemen came in and left. We asked 
I I for an escort and he said *We*ll see about it. 

We'd be glad to take you guys back, * We asked JACOBS after 
two or three hours waiting, when he came in, for an escort, 
and he agreed to give us one. This was three or three and *a 
half hours after we had gone inside. 

"During this time we could see) circling 

around, and about sixty or seventy pe ople gathered slyty 
to seventy yards from the jail. Alsol Icame in 

once and said *How come you guy*s aren’t going home?* He 
also told us to go up and sit in the juvenile cells. After 
about five minutes he left. 


-/tea-* 
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going on. 


come in just to see what was 


see a pi s ' Loi in ills puctd 
there. 


Dr 


|was in the crowd, and I could 
This is the only gun I saw 


Finally ray wife, sister, and Grandma came looking 
for me. I told them what was going on, and that we had 
been threatened, and that they were going to kill us. We 
told the women to go tell some people what was going on. 

"A little after this | 

and some-other policemen told us they would escort us 

home. L_-1 told us to lay down in the cop car, so SIEVERT 

and I did. My wife drove SIEVERT*s car back to Porcupine, 

"Then the police took us to where my car was parked 
at Procupine and we got out. 

"We were not held by the police or arrested. I 
could have left the jail if I had wanted to, but I was 
concerned about the group outside, I was afraid they would 
kill me. 


I-l^When we did leave the jail| j 

I _ I l and the fourth guy i dicin' t know were the 

only ones outside the jail. They didn't try to bother us at 
that time. There were cars circling around the area though. 


"As I arrip 
follov?ed me around, 
recognized in the two cars. 


City today two cars 
is the. only one I 


"I have read this statement of 5 pages, it is 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

■w r 1 


"JOHN E. MC CARTY, Special Agent F.B.I. Rapid City,, SD 2/27/75" 
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’’Pine Ridge,.South Dakota” 
"February 28, 1975” 


I- T I | | make the following statement 

to|_land DONALD G. WILEY who have identi¬ 

fier cnemseives to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation by the display of their- credential cards. I 
have been advised the the nature of this investigation concerns 
an incident which happened in the Tribal Courtroom, at Pine 
Ridge, S.D._ on February 26, 1975. I make this statement on 
my own free and voluntary will. No force threats or coercion, 
has been made to me to obtain this statement. 


I am presently the 
Tribal Court System-. 


of the Pine Ridge 


On February 26, 1975, at approximately 1:45 pm, I t 
was in the court room studying for a case. I lo oked nr> to see 
a male individual whom I later was advised was a] 5’ 10" 

lanky ‘long stringy hair and having only one tooth when he 
smiled, proceeding into Chief Judge THEODORE TIBBITTS office. 
This man said something to the Judge to which the Judge replied 
"You keep a civil tongue when you are in here". The Judges 
door was then closed. I t hen heard the door bang against the 
wall and looked up. I saw I I RUSSELL MEANS, 1 

and another Indian male, young in appearance with long hair and 
wearing a hat. RUSSELL MEANS came over and shook my hand and 
then went back toward the door of the court room. RUSSELL MEANS 
did not go into t he Judges office, he did glance toward the 
Judge s door wheri | [ was talking to the Judge. 


I-^^^r the Judge had closed his office door a second 

tiraej I _RUSSELL MEANS and the other man left the court 

room and went nut into the lobby area. I went toward the lobby 

area and saw _ [ in the Prosecutor’s Office. There 

were about 4 or d girls trying to get into the bathroom area, 
which is for employees only. These girls were saying they tried 
to use the bathrooms in the jail area but were told they were out. 
of order. The'girls said the toilet in the courtroom corridor 
are probably out of order too. 


From the Clerk of Courts window I observed a green 
mini type bus parked on the street in front of the Courtroom. 
There were several people gathered around this bus and area. 

I recognized i _ | [a mong the group. Someone was hanging 

on to him for what reasonl do not know. Some of the online 
officers were standing among the group. 

_ tor Pine Ridge Police Department— was ditu autuug cue - 

group. | |appeared to be trying to cTose the doors of the 

mini bust- 


When the group was in the Court room the Pine Ridge 
Police had been called to come to the court room. They responded. 









after some delay however made no arrests. From my observation 
of the men In the courtroom, they appeared to have been drink¬ 
ing. |_|' was £o drunk to appear in court. 


19.75 


I was scheduled for court on February 26, 
hoW evei ne uemand ed a jury trial. This he failed to 
indicate to me when I arraigned him almost a month earlier. 
Since he failed to indicate this during his assignment he was 


not 

meI i " I appeared 

was demandin p his 
held because ] 


curt February 26, 


uring hi 


with 

ial to be held but no trial would have 
Iwas too drunk. 


On 2/26//5[ 


.£ arraip 
land] 


After the group left the court room I do not know 
where they went. 

Later on in the dayf 
and another young India 
court lobby. I heardP 


mi Lw e nui.es uame lulu _ 

, | say to one of the clerks | | 

you should have seen me oixe the dust”. I assume from this 
statement he had been in a fight. The younger m ale said "they 
shot up the airport as they left town”. | I said one of my 

car. windnwg broken. I did look out the court room window 
saw|_[car and a window was broken in it. 


I have read this statement consisting of four pages, 
initoling the corrections as I read. 

And it is true & correct' to the best of my knowledge.” 


*7s / |_| , 

"Witnessed: 

"nnNAT . n a — WTTFY — Snor-U l Agent, FBI, Rapid City, S.D. 2/28/75". 

|_| Special Agent, FBI, Rapid City, SD 2/28/75 
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■% 


^hereby 


voluntarily furnish 


the following signed statement t<J 


who has identified himself to me as a Special Agent 
for the FBI. No threats or promises have been made to 
me regarding this statement. I was born on j | 

Rapid City, SD, and no reside in Pine Ridge, SD. 

'.’On 2/26/75, I was working as a | | at the 

Planning Center, Pine Ridge, SD. On 2/26/75, around 
2:00 PM, I heard that AIM was parked outside. I got my 





were also in this station 


wagon. We pulled up behind a green van which van went 
east on highway 19. I saw one guy from this green van 
with a rifle. I didn’t hear any shooting and didn't 
recognize any body in this green van. 

"I then went to Pine Ridge, SD, with 
and didn’t return to the Planning Center. 


"I have no knowledge of any shooting at a! plane 
at the Pine Ridge airport on 2/26/75 and have no 
knowledge of any beating of individuals at the Pine Ridge 
Planning Center on 2/26/75. 












"I have read the above statement of 2 pages 
and now sign it, because it is true to the best of 
my knowledge. 








0 


xy 


“Pine Ridge, SD 
“3/3/75 


ment to| 

as a Special Agent ot the 
been made. 


make the following voluntary state- 
who has identified himself to me 
FBI. No threats or promises have 


"I am an Indian Female bn-rw it Pine Ridge, 

SD. I live in the new housing,|_l 1 Fine Kidge, SD. I 

work al for Youth Development at the Planning 

Center, Fine Kidge airport. 

“I was at work Wednesday, 2/26/75. At about two 
oclock or sometime around then someone said members of the b6 

American Indian Movement (AIM) were coming. I looked out b7c 

the middle east door window and saw a green van parked 
crossways in the entrance of the droveway. I saw some 
other cars too but I don’t know what they looked like. I 
saw at least one Indian Male, age unknown, with a rifle. 

I went back into the buiTding. 


got intcQ 

, in rnlm- 


“T rn t 


on and ran out the back door. I 

Cr-ra op 


oat 

_[ station wagon, modej unknown 


3 


•thus 




Th 


| and [ 
We saw Mr. & ] 


-little toy. we Started to drive out. 

I | talking to the people in the van. The van drove out.' 

It went east. There were cars with the van, number unknown, 
and they went east with the van. I think.they were ahead 
of the van. 


“I did not hear or see any shooting. 


-/&e- 








I 1& I sav] Arrive from 

Pine Ri dge. 5 D t in a Thuriderhlrdj nine in onlnr. We got 
■— in wit-M I ah thi s time. We drove down to my mother’s house* 

I _ I We. si-nnnpd out in the road. The van had - 

already gone through. tayed there ft and I went 

back into Pine Ridge, Sir;- - 


"I did not see any white people nor did I see a 
convertible. 


b6 

b7C 


"I have read this statement of (2) pages and it is 
true to the best of my knowledge. 


"Witnessed: 


'3/1/75 I 

] Special Agent, FBI, 3/3/75” 





—s<Z>9- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU- OF INVESTIGATION 


Dele of trontcripilor i— March-3.,—1925 


Branch o L jjmeau ui inuiai! Aitairg, ^lne Ridge 

Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, upon 
interview advised the following: 

On February 26, 1975, at approximately 2:30 
p.m. he was returning to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and 
was east of Pine Ridge on Highway 18 between the airport 
and Pine Ridge. Between the airport and Pine Ridge he 
observed a van type veh icle heading East followed by 
several other vehicles. | l advised that fihfe 

| ^ r a V> ™'p he observed which he recognized was that oq j 

L,_,_ Y advised that he did not see any police Cars- 

In the group. 


b6 

b7C 


_ . I I advised that he continued on to the 

Road Shop m rine Ridge, South Dakota, and upon arrival 
there observed several police ca rs leaving the area of 
the police department. I (said he went to his per¬ 

sonally owned vehicle whicn is equipped with a citizen’s 
band two-way radio— nnd h eard that there was some shooting 
at the airport. | | stated that he drove out to the 

airport area about 2:30 to 3:00 p.m., however, did not see 
anyone around the area so he returned back to Pine Ridge. 


. „ , Continued that about 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 

p.m. his suu came nome and—Lold_him someone had been beaten 
U P at the airport. said he got into his 

vehicle and drove out tb — cn5 — axzrport and again saw no one 
at the airport. He stated that he did observe what appeared 
to be pieces of canvas similar to that of a convertible car 
top lying on the ground along with an outside rearview mirror. 

I_ 1 advised that the only other things he can 

recall about me airport is that on his way in from the east 
and as he passed the airport, he observed a blue and white 
airplane parked near the planning building. He also observed 
an old green 1961 pickup truck backed off into the ditch on 
Highway 18. He could not recall if this x*as before he approached 
the airport turnoff or after he passed the turnoff. 


1 


:efused t o give a .signed <;UhpTiipnt-. 


-3/2/25- 


SAP 

~SPJ=L 


°'Rine_Ridge,_South Dakota # MP 70-9729 

- 3/3/75 


and 

DGW/amj 


IhtJ dotun 


at <oalain» r 
a»i»nlt or* 


silhw tetommendoliont no- conclusions of lha FBI. [i lj the property of the FBI ond it looned tc 
not to be distributed outside y<n»r ogency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of Ironuription; 


March 7. 


, ■ 1 resident of Pine Ridge, South 

Dakota, subsequent to the identification of the interview¬ 
ing Agent furnished the following information: 


According to| | on Wednesday, February 26, 

1975, sometime around z:uu p.ra., he was driving a tribal 
vehicle, most specifically a 1974 Ford^_blne^izaxL_h£a 2 iing 
Sout h Dakota t-o mporary license nlat d Ij s tated 

that I _ I was the only passenger and that he was driv- 

ing inta_.Pine Ridge» As he drove the van into Pine Ridge, 

I-1 saw a van with several other cars following-heading 

towards the airport at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. | f 

stated that he saw the green van being driven by a Mexican 
or Indian, approximately 25 years of age, with a full beard 
and that he could identify him at a later date. 


According to j I they were one of the last 

ones to arrive out at the. airport. As they arrived out in 
the vicinity of the airport, he parked the van in a turnoff 
nn the s outh side of the road across the street from the 
|_[residence. 

According to | I as he was standing along¬ 

side- the front driver’s door, the van came by headed towards 
the Wounded Knee Junction w ent by his location, 

someone started shooting. Stated that he was scared 

and ducked down in front o l tne van, then saw the van and the 
caravan drive on out of town towards the Junction. 


, ._stated that this was the last time he saw 

the van that oay and later determined that the van in which he 
was driving had two bullet holes in the right rear portion of 
the van. 


jieclined to furnish a signed statement. 


-3/5/Z5— 


by- _SA. 


g>JEine_Rldge,_&o uth Dakota Pi ,„» MP 70-9729 

affij _.Dote dictated _ 3 /6/75 


Ih» document contains neither recommendolions nor conclusions of the F8I, It is the property of the FBI ond Is looned to your e 8 ency : 
» ond i«* contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of IrontcrialiQft MflTT Ch. 7* 1975 


, ,_r resident of Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 

subsequent to the Identification of the interviewing Agent 
furnished the following information: 

advised that on Wednesday, February 26. 1975. 
he was a ^assdiger^in the 197 4 blue F ord van with South 
D akota fcpirmrrra-nr li . cens fe platd— . I which was h e inf d-ri^r* 

. . „„ J According to| | both he and l | 

drove into Pine Ridge and saw the van and caravan leaving - the 
four ■ comers in Pine Ridge driving east toward the airport* 

_,_I stated that they turned around and then followed several . 

other cars who were following the van and the caravan. 


According td I they pulled Tip to the area 

directly south of the! |residen ce and parked their van 

in the provided turnoff facing smith. I l«*ated that he 
got out of the van along with] pnd went to the 

front part of the van tn s ee Ivnau was going on 1 . Moments 
later, according td_| he saw the van and the caravan head¬ 

ing towards his van driving east toward the Wounded Knee Junction* 
As the van approached his location, he heard shots, 
he ducked down as he was scared and didn* t -realize 
that the van and the caravan were shooting at him. 
that he did not see anyone in the van nor could he 
one from the van. 


at V7hich time 
it.nl: i 1 ..later 
_[stated 

identify any- 


1 1 stated that they later checked their van after 

learning of the shooting incident at the airport and discovered 
that there were two bullet holes in the right rear p^=^pn of 
the van. After seeing the bullet holes in the vanj [went 
to the rear of the van, looked inside the rear s tor ease areata, 
the van and found what he thought was a .45 caliber slug* I 

stated that he picked up the slug,, put it in his pocket ado- 

Whe n ha we nt downtownilater to show someone, he could not find 

L__| further stated that he believed that he had lost the 

s lug ^ but would check in his clothing at home to see if he still 
had it. ‘ ... 


1. 


n 


declined to furnish a signed stat em ent. 


Interviewed on 


- 3 / 5/75 


-M 


, _P_ine Ridge. South Dakota Fi i.» MP 70-9729 
dicloted ___ 3/6/75 


IKU doeum.m contains neither recommendations nor conclusion! of the FBI.“it It the property of Ihe F8I ond is loaned 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. 


your ogeocy; 


-/7a- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




3/10/75 -• 



said slie was at a weirare 
1975. During the aftemoon| 
said that, "they just shot up the airport. 


when the welfare meeting was over, she went 


Crazy Horse Housing area 
February 26, 
ame in and 
About 3:00 p.m. 


Office bul 
and asked 


found i t was closed. She then saw 


: t found i 


if she wanted to go riding with her. 


" She an d H drove to the Pine Ridge Airport, 
but found no one there. She did not notice anv airnlane_ 

They then drove back into Pine Ridge and saw I I 

car in the B ureau of Indian Affair? fRTA) park i ng l ot . ' 

"SKI" JACOBS J \ |] | 

and SIEVERT YOUNG BEAR were also there. She saw no trouble of 
any kind take place at that time. 


and said that AIM 


. | came over to she' an d I ^ __ 

had shot up tnexr car and made some comment about a van. 

He did not name who had shot at them. She just glanced at 
the car. 


She. ■saw Ynm iG BEAR and||going toward the 

• jail so she and!_ Jleft and-parked jin iront of the Catholic 

Hall. While they were there a lot of people ^^0 Ky They 
were lust talki ng- and afte-p a while she-and left. 

She did not see _ YOUNG B EAR c ome out o f .the 

Tribal Jail. She then tooiq [home and picked up 

- -aunt. She has no idea as to what time this occurred. 


She had seen DICK WILSON, SR., at the Tribal ■ 

Council meeting at about 1:00 to 1:30 p.m. that date. She - ' 

did not see him again on that date. She stated she saw no 
trouble of any kind on that date. She advised no'one has indicated 
to her that she should not talk to the FBI. She said she just’ 
does not know anything. She also volunteered tl? comment 
that the problems on the Pine Ridge Reservation will never 
be solved. 


-3 /37 - 75 - 


- ol —P-ine—Ridg 


- Sou - th -D a k- & t-a- F11 e 


HP 70-9734 
- HP — 7 0-9- 72 .-9- 


Assistant Special Agent in Charge PHILIP F. 

"" * ‘ " “ ' *- -— - diciol*d_ 


-3 -/-7-/-T 5- 


This (jorum 
<1 ond its 


neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II 
■ not to be distributed outside your OQcncy. 




the property cf *hc F31 ond 


looofd 


yowr ogency: 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


« • '“"Doife oHfonicttotion -^SJTCll 10 , 19.75 

I l bopi on | | Pine 

Ridge, South. ruaknta — wac rnnfart ed at his residence, the 
residence ofl | approximately 300 yards 

east: of t he Fine Kidge Airport, Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 

; *as advised of the identity of the interviewing 

Agents and was asked if he had any knowledge regarding a 
shooting in the vicinity of the Pine Ridge Airport on 
February 26, 1975, and a beating of individuals in the b6 

vicinity of the Pine Ridge Planning Center on February 26, b7c 

1975. , . 

] ladvised that on February 26, 1975, he was 

at has place of employment at the Pine Ridge Planning Center 
where he is employed as an artisti At approximately 3:00 p.m. 

| hania ivrt t o him and as he wasn* t feeling 

very good, he and went to his residence at the 

| residence for a brief break. 

They were sitting in the] [residence, 

just the two of them when an unknown, rnaivxauai. caUSebanging 
on the door and said "Can I use your phone, the AIMs are shoot¬ 
ing at us*’. This individual was tall, black hair, dark, 
approximately 26 years of age. This individual tried to make 
a phone call but couldn’t get any body —an_he, called • 

the Pine Ridge Police Department. | | then looked out the 

south door of this residence and saw three cars, two of which 
were station wagons. People were standing outside these.vehicles 
and had guns. Then, six'police cars drove by heading east. • 


the house or j _ 

He advised that] 

dent took- placed H5 as 

the above information. 


. he didn’t--hear any shooting and 
Idid not receive any gunfire. 

was not around when this inci- 
ro furnish a signed statement on 
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’’Pine Ridge, SD 
”2/28/75 


| i - 1 maVo t-hq following 

voluntary stafcantent to | _ [ who has identified 

hxmself to me as a Special Agent of the FBI. No threats 
or promises have been made. 

"I was at work at the Planning Center, Pine Ridge* SB, 
axrport on 2/26/75 from approximately 8 am until approjti- 
mately 3 pm when I left for home because of a disturbance 
that was going on at the airport. I stayed inside the Plan¬ 
ning Center building during the disturbance. b6 • 

"At approximately 2:45. pm I looked out of the ■ b?C 
east window and saw a green van, model unknown, drive into the 
airport entrance road inbetween the first and second house.- 
I observed an Indian head painted on a tire on the rear 
of the van. I saw about four Indian males get out of the 
Y an *, I can not identify any of them. .They were all young - 
in their 20*s or 30's. I did not see any guns. 

"I quickly ran into the interior of the building 
as I wanted to avoid whatever was to happen. I did not observe 
anything else. I did not hear any gun shots. 

"I left about 3 pm to go home. Outside of the 
building I did nct/.'.rsc o gniz e anvcme except employees and the 
husband of a co-worker,]l who was there to 
pick up his wife. ' 1 - r 


”1 have read this statement consisting of two 
pages, and it is true to the best of my knowledge. 



-y'PS' —■ 





'Pine Ridge, SD 
'3/4/75 


''iJ_L_L_paka_-Frtii t-rr ^inntary 

statement to |_jencj [who 

have identified themselves to me as Special Agents of the 
FBI. No threats or promises have been made. 


■ ”T am an Indian Male, bom | 

SD; I livel_| Crazy Horse Housing. iSi2 

Sioux Tribal Council. I .go by the namej^ 


|at Pine Ridge, 
t- ^ o, Qg lala 


pp Qp l 


"I was in Pine Ridge,SD, on Wednesday, 2/26/75. 

I was in a Tribal Council session from after lunch at 1:30 
pm. We were in session for o ver an h our. An white girl ran 
in once & talked tc| |but nothing else 

unusual Happened. 


"I V7ent to the quanset hut by the Moccasin 
factory and saw a car with holes in it. I went out to the 
airport later in the afternoon but did not see anyone 
there. I don’t know what time it was. 

”1 did not see any vzhite people out by the air¬ 
port. I did not see a conventi hi p—_JL_did not see any 
AIM members in town. I saw| \ across the road from 

the moccasin factory. I saw nxm come up from the dire ction . 
of the Tribal Office. I do not know which wavll I 
went after this. I did not see any weapons. 


"I have read this statement of two pages and it 
is true to the best of. my knowledge. 


7T 

SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/4/75 
Special Agent, FBI, 3/4/75.” 




" 3/47 





"I, 


hereby 


vnlnnhfiri 1v 


furnish the following signed statement to 
I I who has identified himself to me ks & special 

Agent for the FBI. " *’ * 

to me. 


No threats or promises have been made 


I am an Indian female, born Pine Ridge, 
SD. I am employed at the Planning Ce nter, rift e Ridge, SD, 
as a Community Health Representative. 


On 2/26/75 

th l“ 


I wag a t the, Planning Center. 

_ [ at about 2:45 PM, said 

la van outside. 1 looked out and saw the van, 


there was an 

a green van, parked‘at the stop sign to the entrance to the 
Planning Center. The van was pointed South. 


Then T I 


It 


I 


and some other girls unrecalled, got m a green station wagon 
and tried to leave. Some cars and a white pickup temporarily 
blocked the exit to highway 18, then these cars and the green 
van pulled out and went east. We drove west to Pine Ridge, 

SD. I didn't hear any shooting. I sav7 several cars on the 
south side of the highway east of the entrance to the airport. 

I didn't recognise any individuals in the green van 
or the other cars. I have no knowledge of any shooting of an 
airplane on 2/26/7.5 or any beating of individuals on 2/26/75 in 
front of the Planning Center, Pine Ridge, SD. 

I have read the above statement of 2 pages and now 
sign it because it is true to the best of my knowledge." 


■ *7s/ 


- 3-3t75" 


SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/3/75". 









"3-5-75" 


"I, lake the following 

voluntary sig' neu statement to kunalu 7TT WIL LIAMS who has 
identified himself to me as an EFdL^gAnt. I am a BIA police 

officer and was born on | _ 1 at Pine Ridge, SD. 

I completed 9th grade and .the G.E*D. 

On the day the trouble occurred at the Courthouse 
and the shooting of the airplane and car took place at the 
airport I did not come into Pine Ridge from Oglala until 3 PM. 

I bought gas and went into the Pine Ridge Police Station. I 
saw about 12 people standing around the Courthouse and 2 India n 
’ . in,the Station. One was SEVERT YOUNG BEAR and a l I 

They told me there had been some shooting but not where. 


I went back to Oglala which is my patrol area. I 
did not go to the airport or involve myself in any police work, 
related to the incident that day. , 

I have read the above statement consisting of this 
and one other-page. I sign it now because it is true and 
correct '* 


”/s/ [ 


"RONALD A. WILLIAMSj SA, FBI,. 3-5-75 Pine Ridge, SD". 


—/7 






o 


£ 


I _| he rphv voluntarily furn ish 

the following signed statement to who 

has identified himself to me as a' bpeciai Agent tor tf ie 
FBI. No threats or promises have been made to me regarding 
this statement. 

I- T t . ’ag hrvrn I I jPine Ridge, SD, and am employed 

as an|_| Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine Ridge, 

b6 

On 2/26/75, I was attending an Oglala Sioux Tribal b7c 
Council meeting inline Ridge, SD. About 2:00 PM, this 
meeting had a 15 minute' recess and during this recess word 
reached the council meeting that AIM was at the police station, 
Pine Ridge, SD. I then heard AIM was at the airport and people 
then started leaving the council meeting and heading for the 
Pine Ridge Airport. 

I got in my car, a Toyota, gold, and drove out to 
the airport. I observed several cars on the south side of 
highway 18, about 50 yards east of the airport, turnoff. I 
turned into the Planning Center, went into the Planning Center 
for a couple of minutes, then returned to Pine Ridge. 

I didn’t observe any shooting at the Pine Ridge Plan¬ 
ning Center on. 2/26/75, and didn't observe any beating of indi¬ 
viduals at the Pine Ridge Planning Center on'2/26/75. 

I have read the above statement of (2) pages and now 
sign it because it is true to the best of my knowledge." 


3-3-75" 


jSA, FBI, Rapid City, SD. 3/3/75". 



-/? 9 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' 



Program, 


J Johnson-0 ’idalley 
usiness, the 


Planning Center, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Airoort, was told the 
identity of the interviewing agent and the- purpose of- the 
interview, which was a shooting at the Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota,- airport on February 26, 1975, and a disturbance •' 
at -Pine Ridge, South Dakota, on the same date, at which 
time he provided the following t r>f o ttos) ti^ nr 


He preferred not to sign, a statement. ' b6 * 

b7C 

He was in Gordon, Nebraska, the moraingof 
Wednesday, February 26, 1975. He arrived back in Pine Ridge,- 
South Dakota,, about noon. He spent, most of the afternoon 
at the TribalrBuildings... He was not at the Tribal Council 
meeting. He did not see any weapons or witosss anything " ■ * 

else unusual. * - 


Ha returned to the Pla nn i n g Center at approximately 
3:30 or 3:45 p.m. He saw no weapons there-tiei,' did he see 
anything unusual. He saw no white people nor did he see a 
convertible. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of tronieriplion 


3/10/75 • 


i- 1 J _j advised she is 

I _[Tribal President RICHARD WILSON. £ne was at ma 1 

Tribal Council meeting the afternoon of February 26, 

1975, at which Mr. WILSON presided. Somewhere between 
about. 2:00 and 2:30 p.ra. WILSON announced that there 
was a disturbance at the airport and that the Council 
would meet again next week. She then took her property- 
back.- to the office and went home. She claims she has 
no other knowledge of any trouble at all, and she did 
not deliver any message to WILSON or anyone else about 
any trouble.. She did not pay much attention to who was at 
the session and could not say who was there. 


-—-—-;--HE_ZQ.-9.73A. 

HP 70-9729 

■nt,>vi« M ed M 3/4/75 _ ol Pine Ridge, South Dakota F . t ~ # HP 149-467 


Assistant Special Agent in Charge PHILIP F. 

ENL0W and SA JOHN E. MC CARTY JEM/lec 3/7/75 

■ Jk»Q fgd 


Ihit document conloini neither recommendoliom nor toncloilons of Ihe FBI. It is the properly of Ihe FBI ond 1$ loaned 
U ond if* ere no! to be distributed euU*de your ogtn<y. 


yo vi ogrncy: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Data of frantcripllon. 


March 10. 1975 


I was contacted at his residence 
in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, for any information he could 
furnish concerning a disruption at the Pine Ridge Courthouse 
on February 26, 1975; a shooting in the vicinity of the Pine 
Ridge Airport on February 26, 1975; a shooting of an airplane 
at the Pine Ridge Airport on February 26, 1975; and a beating 
of individuals in the vicinity of the Pine Ridge' Planning 
Center on February 26, 1975. 

I_advised he was not at the Pine Ridge Airport 

on February .2b, 1975, and knew nothing about these- incidents. 

He declined to furnish a signed statement. 



Interviewed or>_ 


-3/4/75 




i>.Pine Ridge^SoutIi_Bakota_Fiie * MP 70-9729 
.Dole dialed 3 /7 /7 S _ 


any-. 


ih»s dorv/oen* contort neither retomntendoNonj nor conclusions oi the FBI. It i* the property of the FBI ond is locoed to ycur OQency; 
it ond its ico^ienir crc not to be distributed outside your cgency. 


- 
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I *|_(employment assistance 

office, BIA Pine Ridge, S.D. was in the BIA Building 
at Pine Ridge on the afternoon of 2/26/75 & did not, 
leave until about 4:40 PM. I stayed as employees 
had sent home. I stayed to secure building. 1 

. During the afternoon I saw a group of people and 
a van in front of the Pine Ridge Courthouse. I saw no 
fight. I did not see Russel Means and I saw nothing 
unusual. I saw the van from a window of the BIA 
building. 

■ I have no direct knowl ege of any shooting or beating. 

The above is correct. 



SA, FBI, 3/4/75. 








<=0402 (R6V. 11-27-70) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dc 


| I Economic Development Planning, 

was T-nt-AY^ riewed at his place ojEo u s ine ss, the Planning Genter, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Airport, was told the identity 
of the interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview, 
•which was a shooting at the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, arrport 
on February 26, 1975, and a disturbance at Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, on the same date, at which time he provided the 
following information; 


He was in Rap id City, South Dakota, all day Wednes¬ 
day, February 26, 1975, and did not witness any happening 
at the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Airport* 
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ment, was Leervxesgg at cafe Placing Center, P TnI°Sidg^ lQfi ~ 
£?"^ ri Da3a ? ta » airport, was told theidentityof theintei- _ '• 

vxG.-Tirig agent and^ the purpose of the interview* which was a 

26°°T97f at T ^ he ■ ,^ f dge > South airport on February 

Sj? a at Vij2& ***&* South Dakota, on 

£foration^* &t '* xch time she provided the following 

, * ’* *£ **■ 

l . b6 

TJoe ♦. She . isaa ^ employee at the- Planning Center but b7( 

T^as not at work on Wednesday, 1 Februarv 26 1^7^ ok_ t 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota, dirfng tSTLy.’howeTCr S h jtl 
she witnessed nothing nuJsuS^r did sfe ST^\J!j£ns. 
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b6 1 

Project Recovery, -was . b7c 

s-, the Planning;- Center, 

Pine Ridge, South. Dakota, airport, was told the identity 
of the interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview, 
which was a shooting at the Pine Ridge, South Dakota airport 
on February 26, 1975, and a disturbance at Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, on the same date, at which time, he provided the 
following informations . ~ 



He was in Martin, South Dakota, on Wednesday, 
February 26, 1975, from about 9:00 a.nu until 5:30 p.m. - 
He was on the Pine- Ridge Indian Reservation previous to 
9:00 and af t e r 5:30 p.nu and witnessed nothing 

unusual nor did. he see any weapons, - 



T/ec,- 



1 
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>»3texiebJSUJ&lS ■ 


|_Jwas contacted at her residence 

which is a house near the Pine Ridge Planning Cen ter at 
the Pine Ridge Airport, Pine Ridge, South'Dakota. I I 

was asked if she had any knowledge of the following 
incidents- which occurred in the vicinity of the Pine 
Ridge Planning Center and the Pine Ridge Airport on 
February 26, 1975:- 

-A shooting of several vehicles in that vicinity, 
a shooting of an airplane at the Pine Ridge Airport, and 
a'beating of white individuals. She advised that on 
February' 26, 1975, she was at .work in Pine Ridge and knew 
nothing about these incidents. - 








MP 70-9734 
JEM/araj 


On March 4, 1975, SA DONALD G. WILEY telephonically 
contacted Sheriffs MEL LARSON, Pennington County, and JOHN 
MANKE, Fall River County, regarding weapons which were seized 
by their offices in connection with arrests of RUSSELL MEAN S 
and two companions at Scenic, South Dakota, and| | 

_[and a group of companions near Hot Springs, South Dakota. 


Both Sheriffs advised that weapons seized by their 
offices are needed for hearings to be conducted in their respec¬ 
tive cases. Both agreed, however, the weapons would be made 
available for examination at such time as they are no longer, 
needed for legal activities in their jurisdictions. 


■- 1 On March 10, 1975, r 

[ [, RUSSELL MEANS, apdL 

custody of his office with[_ 
Felon in Possession of a,_Ei 
and Abetting Murder; and 


RSON advised | 
Jare currently in 


[ pexng held on a charge of 
ITIEANS charged with Aiding 
charged with Murder. 
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Date ot Iranscripllon_ 


place 
a. quanset 


__ p as contacted at his 

employment. Pine Ridge Water De frQTnnmpnt Shop , 

: building, east of Pine Ridge. |_ I was 


apprised of the identity of interviewing agents and was told he was 
being interviewed concerning his knowledge ofdincidents 
which happened in Pine Ridge on February 26, 1975. These 
incidents included the shooting of an airplane and vehicles 
at the airport in Pine Ridge and the assault on several 
members, of the Wounded Knee Defense/Offense Committee. 

[ " (advised that he was at the quanset b7c 

' across from-the moccasin factory, ea r*- vine * RifW on — 
the af ternoon of February 26, 19757 1 | I ‘ 

| and | I were at the quanset wrtn nimT|_ 




| came Dy ana told them there were eleven American Indian 
Movement (AIM) <»-«>•« r.rm-inp- from th<* Wounded Rnee Junction. 

A short time later I I o bserved a green van and several 

other vehicles hea ding east on Highway 18 from Pine Ridge. 

i g-rgp-n Chevrolet pickup was in this group, 
landl flumped into the tribal pickup, a 

Chevrolet . 1974. 1 willlu 'over blue, bearing South Dakota license 
| 1 They followed this group east on Highway 18, 

As I I approached the entrance to the 

airport, off Highway 18, he observed a green van, a white 
pickup, a blue and white El Camino and another car parked 
in the entrance to the airport facing north. These vehicles 
were in the vicinity of the first house off the airport 
entrance. 


As 


fr rove by this group of vehicles, he 
hSxan i 


observed two" or tnree xnoxan males with guns. He also observed 
two individuals grabbing an Indian male who was wearing a 
red jacket or vest and throw this individual into the van. 

After, passing the airp ^i- a nt-ranpa i-H e van started to come 

out on to Highway 18.1___fulled off the road and 

parked near l _ I blue pickup. There were other 

ua-rked nit the road, in this vicinity including 
|_Jcar. 


- 3 / 4 / 75 - 


saJ 

, r 

r_SA 

_p 


■ this dor.umei'l confoin* nedher recemmcndolions .nor conrlutionj of Ih. F8I. 
if end iff conl.ntt ore nol 10 bo dislribuled oullide your ogeney. 



utkJ3ato£a_F».» MP 70-9729- 


- 3/7/7 5- 


it Jhe properly of ihc FBI ood H locoed to yovf ogenc 
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( 2 ) 


I IeoI; out of the pick-up and laid down 

beside- his pick-up in the ditch. All five vehicles including 
the van which were previously parked in the airport entrance 
left arid proceeded e ast on Highway 18, As these vehicles 
passed T I hear severa l shots, some ap pearing 

to be from an automatic'weapon*, I l advised he was 

scared and felt for his life* As the v phirlps passed t he 


position. 

;e cap 
ice. 

id the b6 

b7C 

After the vp l^l had left|_"Igot up and’ got 

into his pick-up withl I They drove back to the Water 

~ ' “ ’ pick-up over for bullet 


white pick-up drove up the hil l east nfl 

A shot was fired which knocked_ 

.and Vn«a o-lagges off and groundcwas spatte: 

| _ Iwas lying on the ground near| 

shot just missed him. 



Development Shop. 


holes and found none, 
didn’t get killed," t< 


Irnirimehred, "Lucky I 


_ 0 _, f then left the 

quanset and drove to their old office which is near the 
Road Department yard in dowqtnwn Pine Rlfhe.—He returned 
to the guans et and observed 



land T _, 

;ed near the quanset. 


isibly some oth< 

Jdenied being involved with this quanset. 

] left work and headed home about 


4:30 p.m., everyone that was meeting at the quanset also 
left. 


\ |was questioned as to specifier-times and 

definite incidents which appeared on February 26, 1975, 

. and arluic gd he could not recall anything more specific. 

I _|advised he did not want to get Involve d in th ese ■ 

incident s as he feared for himselr\and his family. | | 

j” I also advised he would not fxh^nish/a signed statement 

concerning his knowledge of the inciahpts on February. 26, 1975. 



* — /S3- - 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JrfoTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - Departmental Attorney| 

Rapid City, South Dakota 
1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

SA JOHN E. MC CARTY Office*. 

MARCH 19, 1975 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Field Office File fi 70-9734 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS: 



UNKNOWN SUBJE CTS; 


- VICTIM; 
- VICTIM 


Character: CRIME ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION - 

ASSAULT WITH A DANGEROUS WEAPON. 

Synopsis: | furnished information, regarding recovery 

or van an a'testtflrlag of wea pons from Gordon, 
Nebraska—I , penied seeing guns in 

van. | |denies having weapons in her 

vehicle, ana claims to have heard no shots at 


ondu»:on$ of the FBI. It i» the property of the FBI and.i* 


V. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICI 










T^iis .document contain* neither recommendations nor .conclusions of. iho FBI. It is the.property of the-FBI .and is loaned to your .agency; 
it and its.'contents ate-not to he distributed 'dutside-.'yogr agency. 
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I _ [advised dher van had been presumed stolen, 

by- r^e Cordon Pbllce Department phased ona radio Message on 
februa^ 26,' 1975> from. ‘Pine Bidge> South Dakota* ‘Hbweyer> 

. he advised, Vhen the vehicle license number was checked on. 
the National Crime 3 hfomaatidn. Center (lICIC) i t -ruvt 
listed, as stolen. He stated he then -contacted 
of the .Bureau, of Indian Affairs (Blil) police department 
at P i ne Pidoe hud le arned t hat the vehicle:was registered 

to] --- J J DeS Moines,. Iowa, and. tad been 

reported stolen hr ] j in the State of Wisconsin during 

the .ihaeridan Indian Moyember (AIM) takeover of the monastery 
near' Creshamy Wisconsin* The vehicle; was .apparently never 
entered jin DClCas the local sheriff/ covering Gresham,- 
Jhscamej- disgiistod oyer the matter, concerning the takeover 
and resigned. Before filing -a stolen report; 


-He advised he 
butcher; knife frgm. 
the nec k of the victim. 


the blood-stained 
| nhg had, removed, it from 
This knife yds cnade available by 


, He advised the: gunS- located, in the yan were a 

.22 caliber reyolyer with the' serial, numbers removed and a. - 
,80 - .30 caliber rifle* He stated nil persons involved if eye 
released with the exception of | [ who i?as tailed and 

charged with being in possession of a fireaxm. with serial 
numbers' removed* Y ' r 


3 
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Oole of tronscriptton 


| | Criminal Investigator, Nebraska High¬ 

way Patrol. u maron. Nebraska,, was interviewed at Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota. 1 | advised that although he does not have 

his notes or report withMmj fie believes that on March 1, 

1975, he examined and photographed a green van which had 
brought a stabbin g vir.Hm to the Gordon Hospital, '' 1 

Gordon, Nebraska. ! I stated that the reason he had examined jpt 

and photographed this vehicle was that it was involved in 
a disturbance at the Gordon Hospital in which the glass 
front door of the hospital had been broken. 

| ^Iso advised that this same van had earlier bS 

on February Zb, 1975, been involved In a disturbance at b7c 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota, in which gunfire had,"'damaged an. 
aircraft and an automobile. 

j |recalls that the Sheriff *s Office at Rushville, 

Nebraska, naa recovered a. .22 caliber weapon with the serial $ 
number filed off and a large caliber rifle. 1 [ stated 

that he. observed a bullet hole in the passenger door side 
of the vehicle. This bullet hole went through the door and 
struck a metal frame behind the passenger side of the front 
seat. 1 [advised that the bullet hole looked new, 

however ne was Tumble to locate any spent bullet in the van. 


|advised he would make photographs available 
to the jbiJi. upon their return from his laboratory. 


Interviewed on 3/12/75 _ ol Pi TIP TH dgp J Spilth _ DflkoTta Fit. # MP-7. Qr 


-SA-DONALD' G.-WILEY/sh_oc. d^ted_3/14/75_ 

4 

•bit document conjoint neither cecommendolions nor conclusions of the FBI. It ft ihe property of the FBI ond It looned to your ogency; 
It ond ■>!$ eonlenlt or, not to, .be distributed out tide your, ogency. 
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3/19/75 - 


| [ Criminal Investigator, Nebraska 

State Highway racroi, advised that on March 18, 1975, 
he test fired and obtained . 22 caliber sings and,' shell 
casings from a weapon recovered by him from the van 
recovered at Gordon, Nebraska. He advised tha t on the ,. 
game da te and : at the same time. Deputy Sheriff I I 

I ^ I .had test fired the .30-. 30 caliber rifle7 ~[ 
made available slugs and shell cashings from the, two 
weapons;’ • 



3 / 18 / 7 * 


Rapid City, South Dakota 

; - • file 


.MP 70-9729, 
MP 70-9734 
MP 149-467 


SA JOHN E, MC CARTY/lec 3/19/7$ _ 

6 

this document contotnt neither recommendation* not conclusion* ol Ihe-FJM, It it Jhe property of jhe f;8l.ond i* .loaned Jo youc agency; 
Jl. oiid, itt contenit ate. not to be> dittylbgled ovitide your ogency, t - 






I |_[ was contacted -at the 

.Sheridan County jail, b j _^ho identified 

himself as a Special Agent (SA) of' the Federal jBureau 
of investigation iEBI). jft-was* stated by interv iewing Agent 
that the purpose of thd^ interview was to- discuss ] | 

.khdwiedae of' a stolen 1.971 Chevrolet van bearing Iowa .license 

|_ 1 and also his knowledge of a stabbing incident in 

which]__|was' stabbed on the Fine Ridge 

Indian Reservation, He was advised- of his rights as outlined 
oh, the. Waiver of Rights." form,, .but declined to sigh this/ 
form, 116. furnished the .following information:, 4 ■ 

, Hp: advised he was at an unknown personas residence 
in Bateslahd, .South Dakota,, on. the evening -of February 26, 1975, 
and. was minding his .business when| |ras' 

stabbed in the neck with a knife, He did not see who stabbed 
her,, but :stated- they decided to bring her down, to Gordon, 
.Nebraska, to the hbspitai as the' wound looked serious „ 

Several of the persons in the house .at the time 
had be en dHriVinrr .and were, in ho 'Shape to drive, so, they 
loaded ] l ihto a. van which was sitting at the .house 

with the key in it -and he drove her -to Gordon, Nebraska, 
where they put her in the hospital, 

Nheii they arrived in Gordon,, the -Gordon Police 
Off icers, arrested him. stating the' vehicle, was. -stolen,. He 
denied knowing the. yah was stolen stating he only saw it at 
the. house where the incideht.-took place and was concerned 
only -$bpdt getting the victim, to the hospital,- 







OM 70-1799' 
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•He ..stated he, did not know who had Iparked the. 'van 
at, the; 'hotted hud denied knowing. about: the Vehicle ,bdingr 
stolen" or about the. guns found" under the sell .'of -tie Tfehidle. 
by the police. He. slated he had never seen the guns,: before * 
and did not inow who -they belonged to 

When asked .about .others.: at the ‘residency or 'if he' 


knew 

continue me rnxerview ana 


1 he advised ’he, did not: wish to; 
"the interview whs terminated, ’ 


regarding 


a-ring background, information was obtained 
I through; questioning and observation: 


- Ifame. 

late of birth- 
Place, of lirth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair • ; 

JEyW 
Tattoos: 

Scars', _ 

.Address 

iterl of kin’ 


.Uhicago, Illinois 
5* ll" ' • *. 

1Y5 pounds 

Long, black (shoulder length) 
Brown 


General. ODeldyery 
Rosebud, South Dakota 

1 —1 • 

Rosebud, South Dakota 
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I _ I [ was interviewed in room 210 

of the Gordon Me morial' Hospital by Special Agent (Sit) 

| > hg identified himself as -a SA of the 

Federal Bureau of investigation (FBI), It was explained 
tie purpose of the interview was to discuss, the assault 
which had 'taker* place in Batesland, ;South,. Dakota, on the 
Pine Sidge Indian Reservation, which had resulted, in a 
■knife wound in her neck. She' furnished tlie. following information: 

Sh e stated she tra-ge Ted to Batesland, .South 

Dakota, with ^_ _J>n the evening of. February 26., ; 1975, 

and arrived at an. unknown person's residence .at .approximately 
6 p.m. She- began drinking, as: were several, other .persons b6 

who camp arid wen-b-d-nri-nrr -Fhe erm-r^e of the: evehingv She . b7c 

stated| who she had, formerly dated 

up until approximately February iff* 1975, was at the; house 
and several times during the even ing kept making threats 
to her. On .pne occasion ] I t old her he would slash her 

up if she did not come back to him. She .advised she did not 
take the threat that serigusly at the- tlmei 

. Later that, nig ht, she ent ered the kitchen .area, of ., 

the house, at which. time|| grabbed her and she started 
pulling away from him. He then grabbed a butcher knife and 
made a swing at her, kitting her in the- left, side of the neck. 


She recalled seeind 


then ;run from- the* room 


as- she fell 
Fh a , c tatedl 


_| loaded her into a, van and, brought 1 her 

the hospital .in Gordon, Nebraska. 
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She advised, she wasbeing transferred by- ^ 
ambulance .f rom. <3ordon. 16 the 'hospital at Pine Ei&ge^ 

•South Pafcotai lii the .afternoon of- February ,27, 197.5', 

She stated .she. appeared to have no paralysis 
or nerve damage f^can bh£ wound,- but felt weak, from the loss 
of blood and, 'shocks - . - 


- - - «■ - * 

-- She stated she; wbiild def initely -testify' againht , 

__.she thought her life would be in danger as long 

as he was. allowed to be freer 

. Thb -Pr>11 m.Hn g- background information was- obtained 
regarding_• - ; 


Name 

Address: 

bate bf birth 
Place qf biith 
JSace, 

Jlfrest record 
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Dole of transcription. 


3/18/75 


I 1 advised that* on February 26, 

1975.^ she rode fromt Porcupine to Pine. Ridge, South; 

Dakota?:7in her own-1963 red Nova,, a four door car. - 

I _ 1 , who - is .the same ' as I _ | drove 

the?car."for her. .Thevan which had been with her group 
hadifleft: ^Eorcupine.-ahd went to Pine Ridge ahead of them. 
Upon^arri ving at. Pine..-Ridge they went-to the home of 
| p other anduthen-to. the courthouse-,where;, they saw^ 



(phonetic), | "[ 

wereT^ih-Xthe car witnXsUe and I 

- ' yirfMK- , L 


name s he thinks .is_ 

id some other.*'women. • : 


M 


ner.Ri 

H-pickup truck -were al\ . there.. When 


^ __ . . k -were all 

her - carr'pulled into-the airport ,| told the occupants 

of her- car to get the 'hell out or there. She saw no plane 
at the-*-airport and said she had heard no shots fired, at 
air. 


1_|said she will not sign any statement, 

that she- does not. want to talk about AIM, and does not 
want to have anything to do with any hearings. She said 
that.-this just is not relevant to the assault on her. 

She also said there were no weapons in her car whatsoever. 


r 


J | advised that when her car left the 


Pine Ri,dge Airport they drove through a bunch of goons 
by a turn-off past .the airport, drove onto the top of a 
hill/.and-. stopped to see what was happening. She 'saw a- 
rust colored car back'up out of a driveway and try to 
stop./the-van. She* again said she heard no shots and-saw 
nothing.-else, and her only concern was for her son. ^ 

Isa id the night before the stabbing she 


xz 

isatrl 


. know[ 


1 and f~ 


house together with RUSSELL ME ANS, 




with the group. 


(phonetic). 


_ md 
‘She does 


TttP- 


3/14775 f 


' Rapid City. South Dakota pii. 


MpT^lflZ” 

>IP 70-9729 


Assistant..Special Agent- in Charge 
PHILIP ,F:- *.ENL0W and SA* JOHN E. MC CARTY 
by--\ • '---—JEM/-lec -o 


- 3/18/75 


ISIs document conform, neither recommendolions nor'conclusion* of 
it ond it* contents ore -noj to be distributed outside you/, agency. 


11 

FBI. It Is Ihe properly of the FBI ond-it loaned to your agency: 








MP. 1*49-; 467 
‘ MP 7 70-9734 
MP 7QH9729 


‘,-^rSha stated that when her car got back to-' 
WpuhdecL Knee after leaving Pine Ridge, all she-did was V 
get out and check the oil in her cari':. She does not .know 
anything about, a white car which, was with her group ,. „ 

She has no idea as to why the group even -went to Pine* 
Ridge ; ;4 v jShe-herself _went’ in: just, .to wash some clothes ./, . 


.She does: not'know what time the group went to’ " 
Pine Ridge or who- all went. Then she said that her car 
went to Pine Ridge long before the others left Pircupine. 
She does not know why the occu pants of her car went to 
the Tribal Courthouse. | [ just went there. 

* ' * At the courthouse she and tried to use the 

bathroom, but could not get in soJ may wa nt >to the nearby 
jail. At the jail no one would let them use the bathroom 
there. ' ' 


At this poind U a id she 

headache and asked- toJ iuave. — Mie ^ aid she 
to talk to the FBI again. She stated thatf 
li v i ng i n Roseb ud and. she herself stays wit 
at | | Lacota Jlomes in Rapid-City. 

* •. '** 

■ <. .. '' . 

/S&. .. ^ •-K.-v.v. *. - 


baid she had a severe 
said she -prefer s not 
ted that| |is now 

stays with tier mother 


12 
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, Data oHronscrlption_ 


J .Small Business Administration, 


advised he was ui Pine Ridge, South Dakota i on business 
on February 26, 1975V He stated he -was 'hot, however, 
at either the Pine -Ridge Airport 6r the Pine Ridge 
Courthouse. . , * . 

bated he had heard general talk that 

-V.J ._. _-I__ J . 


4==3 


, , id nis bunch had been involved' in some problems . 

duc spaced he has no. personal knowledge of any of the 
incidents thatLalleaedlv occurred in. the Pine Ridge area, 
on that date; ] a lso stated He could provide no 

.names of anyone who might have-any personal knowledge 
•of the shootings, or assaults. 


Mg 70 - 9729 - 


3/18/75 


MP 70-9734/ 

Rapid City , South Dakota p,', a . ft MP 149-467 ■ 


SA JOHN E. MC C&RTY/lec 


3/19/75 v 


I Si is document contain,* neither r*coin"me"odajiont nor conclusions-ol the'FBI. II Is the properly of the FBIond, is loaned to yoor og cncy; 
It ond lls contents ore nbl. Jo’rbe distributed tJbislde you t ogency. - ' ' l t , . ' ' 
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Oelrichs, South Daknt 

was received from|_ 

vehicle belonging tof 


March 3, 1975 


_p£ the Standard Station, 

, available the following receipt which 
I on February 28,1975, for the 


Oelrichs, South Dakota 


MP 70-9729 


Thlt documenl -<ontoii 
tl ond lit tonlenli « 


ol the f81 ond It loaned lo your agency 


ibe FBI. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERN MENT 

Memorandum 


•INSTRUCTIONS - Reverse side 



DATE: 4/7/75 


teifil Investigative Division 

MINNEAPOLIS (70-9734) 


m Initial Submission 

(—( Supplements FD-65 dated _ 


<S> 


f~t Photograph not needed 


SUBJECT: RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS. 

, ET AT. ._ 


indicate following: 
f 1 Extremist (Black) 


y' 


ET ALi;- 

CIR - ADW 


(~~1.Extremist (WhitfflT? 


'Yp 


-1 I 1 Rev. Act. 

n I . . v-w ^ □ Other Security background 

r.t-M P mr Q None of these 




NAM Sex SEXtRaceRACj 

_ Male 1 fD 

ight HGTJ Weight WGT- 


I Caution' 


•Eye Color 'EYE, 

Brown 

.Hair Color 

Black. 

HAI 

FBI No. 

FBt 

"Sion Tone -^ 

- me 

Scars,. Marks, Tattoos^ etc. 






SMT 


5 f 11” 175 


NC1C Fingerprint Classification 


FTC Other Identifying Number 

Enrollment Number 


j>ciai Security # SOC 
^OlTs]Year Expire T OLY 

ML 
. imr 


Operator’s License Number 


OLNirdperator’s License State 


Offense‘Charged 0F| 
u: S. Code,.Title, 


Warrant:issuedBy Clerk, USDC, Rapid City, SD 

Date PBV.or.Bond Default Case, Referred to Office 


4/4/75 


F. O.'Filc # 0CA| 

70-9734 * 


Miscellaneous Including Bond Recommended 

$2500 bond. 10% 


Ml S I Fingerprint Classification (Henry System) 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


LICENSE PLATE,AND VEHICLE INFORMATION 


License Plate Number L1C State" " " 

WZ.tD<Pk 

License Plate Type LI T 

Vehicle Identification U YIN Year VYR Make YMA 

mZ 

‘Sftfg ■ YST Color VcG 

_____I_ 

Aliases' 

Additional Identifiers ~ | 









U. S. QppfM 

INSTRUCTIONS '° Fj HSTlC, 


1 . Caution (MKE) - Insert “C” in block if caution statement indicate 
Miscellaneous block, o.g. aimed and dangerous. ' ' 


e in this block. Aliases are not,to be entered in this bloc) 


f^caution statement must appear,.in^ 


Mil} in: 


be placed in, 


3. Sex (SEX) • Sex will be designated by one letter, M (male) or F Whude) ■ $ £.C c* r > 

4. Race (RAC) - Race will.be,described by one letter, W (white), N (N^BiWWtflar^yjG.fChinese),. J.(Japanese), 
0(all other). Mexicans who are not definitely Indian or other nonwhite fftiW 1 $ kfy Dcrit/cCd as “W". 

5. Place of Birth (POB) - Indicate city and state or, if foreign bom, city and country. Where, multiple birthplaces 
are reported, list verified birthplace or that which appears most logical.in.this block. 

6. Birth Dale (DOB).- Enter as month, day and year. Where multiplo birth dates are reported, enter verified birth 
date or that which.appcars most logical.in'this block. ‘Place'othcr date's of birth.in Additional Identifiers block. 

7. H eighfjHGTJ^sExijress-jnrfce^'and inches, e.g., 6’ 0*. Round off fractions to nearest inch. 

8. Weigh'! (WGT) - Express in pounds. Omit fractions. 


9. Eye Color ItTE) - Use. appropriate three character symbol, 

10. '’Hair'Colo i (H Xl)^- if inappropriate three character'symbol. 

ll-> Skin Tone (SKN) - Use appropriate three character symbol. 

12. Scars,.Marks. Tattoos, etc. (SMT) - Place in this block only.appropriate NCIC coding for scars, marks,*tattoos, 

birthmarks, deformities, missing body parts and artificial body parts as defined in NCIC Opernting'Mnnual. ( ( If , 

.more than one SMT is,to be entered, use Additional Identifiers block for additional, appropriately coded items’." Ao'. 

Use Miscellaneous JJlocKCtoi'describ'ffall) scarsCrowk’s,"tattoos, etc. which\i( e '\nol>defined in the NCIC Operating 
Manual and to more fully describe SMT’s which have been entered in SMT block. For example, an' appendectomy 
scar, not being readily visible^**would-b^ described'inlthcTMiacellfmeous block.- A tattoo on right arm, shown-as 
TAT R ARM in block, mfght.be further doscribedin/Miscellaneous block as a rose tattoo on .inside of lower right 
arm. VUciSlii-p u rsTU-Al/LuilU ^OaoClI 

13. NCIC .Fingerprint Classification (FPC) - Enter NCIC, fingerprint classification. 

14. Other IdentifyingNumber (MNU) - Miscellaneous numbers may be entered with appropriate identifiers (prefixes) 

as shown below. For first miscellaneous identifying number, use MNU block. When military service number is 
in fact Social Security Account Number, the number should be entered in both MNU and SOC blocks. 'Additional 
identifying numbers are placed in Additional identififcrs'.brofKiGThfe ittontifi%e)(prefix}{sJiojjid (precede the • 
number, and be separated from the number by use. of a hyphen., ~* 

AF • Air Force Serial Number 
AR - Alien Registration Number 

AS - Army Serial Number, National Guard Serial Number or Air National.Guard 
f’XOAUJ Serial Numbejj regardless of State) 

CG - U- S- Coast Guard Serial Number 

MD - Mariner’s Document or Identification Number 

'-IttGvJiarT^'eS^s S&oSWber D ili., 

MP * Royal Canadian Mounted Police Identification Number 

NS - Navy SeriaT^um^er* > J'J » , ' .‘»r> 1 ' 

PP - Passport Number 
PS - Port Security Card Number 
Cl S5 r Selecllve Service Number 
L*'VA! - Veterans Administration Claim Number 

15. Fingerprint classif icatibn'fHeniy’System)- 1 -^Tho Henry System fingerprint classification's to be placed in this 
block, when a^aildbie. Do nor enter in NCIC. 

16. Social $ e cy rity, Numb e rt(S 0 C)rv*Placo jsubje<j t’s Social Security Account Number in this block. 

17. Operotor’s License Number-Place subject’s operator's license number in OLN block. Also show licensing 
statc (OLS) and year license expires (OLY). 

18. Warrant Issued By-pn:(DOW),-. ( .ln,Escaped Ijeder^l^Msoner cases enter date of-escopc in DOW block. 

19. Miscellaneous (MIS)- Enter additional pertinent lmomfntion in this block. Ifcaution statement usedi basis for 

statement must be set forth as first item in this block.* x 

20. License Plate and-Yehicle Information • Place information.concerning license piste and/or vehicle known to be 
in the possession of subject in appropriate blocks under License Plate and VchiclQ..lnformation heading. 

21. Additional Identifiers - Enter infoimation concerning additional license plates (numibek^slal^', year expires, and where 

applicable, typo): Social Security Numbers; operators license number, state and year expires; vehicle infomTation 
(VIN, VYR, VMA, VMO, VST, VCO); MNU’s (see list in item 13 above);,visible scars, marks, tattoos, etc.; and dates 
of birth. Clearly identify what data isbeing'set forth; e.g. Social Security ft 423-56-3294; Michigan operator's license 
234567, expires 1972; DOS’s 4/5/32, 5/3/32; etc. V 

22. Changes and deletions should be, so indicated in the appropriate blocks. 


o 


0 






FD-65 (Rov. 7-9-731 ^ 

cm ami rat* NO. to , ' mio-io« 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Director, FBI 

/ Att: Special Investigative Division 

^^'MINNEAPOLIS (70-9734) 


suBjLfcCT; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS 


ff Place of Birth 

““*" r * Rosebud, South Dakota 

- Eye Color , ,EYE Hair Color 

-Bib T fell/- 

Scars, Marks, Tattoos, etc. 


INSTRUCTIONS - Reverse side 


DATE: 4/7/75 

(XI Initial Submission 
I—1 Supplements FD-65 dated - 
I—I Photograph not needed 

Indicate following: 

* CD Extremist (Black) .. 

□ Extremist (White) lO D 
f~~l Rev. Act, | 

CD Other Security background 
7@~/1 (—y fione of these 


I 2*^7 


yi lm. te 

OB* Birth Date D0fB Height' HGT Weight WGT 

•A Miii I/tq 

FBI I Skin Tone 1 5KFT" , 


] NCIC Fingerprint, Classification 


Operator’s License Number 


Offense Charged 0 F F _ 


U- S. Code. Title and Se 


FPC Other.Identifying Number 

Enrollment Numberj 

•OCR Operator’s License State 


lerk, USDC, Rapid City/ 


Date PBV;or Bond Default Case Referred to Office , 
Miscellaneous. Including Bond Recommended 

* $250.0 bond 10% 


MMU I Social Security U SOC 

~~1 - 

DUS Year Expire OLY 

_ /Ann 


Ml S j Fingerprint Classification (Henry System) 


.ARMED. AND DANGEROUS. 


I License' Plate Number - UCj Stole 


LICENSE PfffcE AND VEHICLE INFORMATION 


/IN I Year VYRUlakc 


.15 Yeai^Expwos .LIT LiccnseJJmc Iype 

HITtodSi VMO Style VST I Color 


|1 Identifiers m ftpR J.Q 1975 


■Riel 






S£<c |A/a%«X 


FD-65 (Rev. 7-9-.7.3). ^* 

MAT IMI iSITtOW ^ J 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


INSTRUCTIONS - Reverse side 


TO : Director, FBI 

A k^Atl: Special Investigative Division 

FuMm^^MiNNEAPOLIS (70-9734) 


AjECT: RUSSELL. CHARLES^MEANS 


CMdmfc. ‘dMa 


DATE: 4/7/75 

(X] Initial Submission 

f I Supplements FD-65 dated_ 

m Photograph not needed 

Indicate following: 

f~1 Extremist (Black) Q > 

(~~1 Extremist (White) 

I I Rev. Act. 

■" O Other Security background 
I I None of these 


Pine Ridge, South Dakota 

Eye Color EYE Hair Color 

' T?£& 1 SU<L 

Scots, Marks',.Tattodsi etc. “ * 


H K le ffei. 

' POB Birth Date DOB Height- HGT Weight WGT 

I Co" 140 


INCIC Fingerprint Clnssific 


Operator’s License'Number 


FPC Other Identifying Number 

- - Enrollment Number [ 

~OlTR Operators License .Slate' >• 


MNU | Social Security ft ‘SOCl 


Offense Charged 0| 

U. & Code,,Title aj_„_ _ 

Warrant,is sued rv. Clerk, USDC, Rapid City, SD 

Date PBV. orsBond Default Case Referred .to Office 
Miscellaneous.Including'Bond Recommended 


. 1 *76 

MIS j Fingerprint ..Classification (Henry System) 


$2500'bond 10% 

ARMED.AND DANGEROUS^ 


JEG40. 


*?oY- 


j License Plate Number LICI State 


LICENSE PLATE,AND VEHICLE INFORMATION 


j Vehicle. Identification ft ' VIN j Year VYRjMake VMA Model UfK flpf} " 


51apr • 


2 - Minneapolis JEM:arw (3) 


u h ^ 













fory Transmittal Form I 

& <? — 

/>&!..■ LABORATORY ^ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 'J- 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 J t 

To: SAC, Minneapolis (70-9734) June 16, 1975 

From: Director, F BI FBI FILE 70—64787 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 


PC-L7498 MT 


Examination requested by: Minneapolis 

Reference: Letter 4/4/75 


Examination requested: 


Firearms - Fingerprint 


Special Agent John E. McCarty, of the Rapid City 
Resident Agency, advised June 9, 1975, that none of the 

=_ weapons in the possession of the Fall River County, South 

\ Dakota, Sheriff's Office would he comparable in caliber to 
-J / specimens Q6 through Q9. Therefore, it will not be necessary 

UfA'iy to obtain test bullets and cartridge cases from the above 

|z | weapons for submission to the FBI Laboratory. 

I You are being separately advised regarding the 

3,()resuits of the requested latent fingerprint examinations. 

^ All of the submitted specimens are being returned 

to your office under separate cover by Air Express. 


JUN161975 


DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE 
i PAGE(S) INFORMATION IN 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 


-E*~ilosures (2)/{2 Lab report) 

* 4rfe (4) / 

•7 AiTTWR 1 Q 7 R / ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

/ V J U l” QD TELETYPE UNIT CD 








■Mr- 


REPORT f*. 

of the 0 O 


. 'LAB ORATORY . 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


.SAC, Minneapolis 


June 16 i 1975 


Be:. RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS 
. F.T AT/;_ __ i _ 1 __ 

ET AL; .- 

CIR - :ADW 


l 


FBI,FILE'NO. 70-64787 

" lab.no. PC-L7498 MT 


Specimens received' 


Ql 
Q2 
Q3 
Q4 , 

Q5 .. 

Q6?Q8 

Q9 

,Q10 

.Qli , 
Kr 


R2 


Bullet fragment 
Bullet *jfrcket fraj_ 
Metal fragment fro'i 


Metal fragment from rear sea' 
Lead fragment from hubcap of 
Three, cartridge cases from f: 
dam turnoff 



tst approach east of 


Bullet from first approach east of dam turnoff 
Cartridge from south side of the first approach east 

of airport, turnoff .--- 1 

Lead fragment found by I___„_I 

Two bullets and two cartridge cases, test fired in 
a *22 caliber Iver Johnson revolverho serial 
number 

One.'buillet arid two .cartridge cases; test fired in a 
*30-30 caliber rifle 


Result of examination: 


, Specimen Ql is a lead bullet fragment and specimen 
Q2 is a fragment of a bullet jacket from a. jacketed bullet. 
Due to extensive fragmentation and mutilation, it is not 
possible to. determine the’ caliber or calibers of Ql arid 02* 
Fiirther, it was riot possible' to determine the general rifling 
characteristics of the barrel or barrels from ; which they were 
fired arid they bear no microscopic marks of value for 
identification purposes. 


Page 1 | | rrk (4) 


(Over) 






9 0 

Specimens Q3 and 04 are magnetic metal fragments which 
do not appear to be bullet fragments. 

Specimens Q5 and Qll. are lead fragments which are too 
mutilated to determine if they are bullet fragments and they 
bear no marks of' value for identification purposes. 

Specimen Q9 is a ,38 Special caliber lead bullet 
which has been fired from a barrel rifled with five lands 
and grooves, right twist. Based on diferences in caliber, 
the Q9 bullet could not have been fired from the two weapons 
represented by specimens K1 and K2. Among the weapons producing 
rifling impressions like those present in the Q9 bullet are 
models, of Smith ahd Wesson, I.N.A., Huger and numerous , 
Spanish-made revolvers* The Q9 bullet bears limited individual 
microscopic marks of value for comparison purposes should a. 
suspect Weapon be found. 

Specimen Q10 is a *30' Carbine caliber, cartridge which 
bears no marks which would indicate it had ever been loaded 
into a weapon* 

The Q6 through Q8, cartridge cases x^ere identified 
as having been fired in. the same, weapon. However, nothing 
was found to indicate that they had. been fired in the weapon* 
represented by K2 in that weapon's present condition. 


Page 2 . 
PC-17498 






RECORDED 

4/15/75 

sbs 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


SAC, Minneapolis (70-9734) 


Re: RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 


CXR -ADW - ^ . 

/6-f /Ct^T 

' Examination requested by: Minneapolis 


70 - 6*1 7 $ 7 ^ 


PC-L7498 MT 


r /? A ' / 


Examination requested: 


Letter 4/4/75 
Firearms- Fingerprint 
4/11/75 hw 


itynJl u/Z-jZA 

Frs 10 *- 3<i*-iXHL 


c=cr. 


Bullet fragment i-*-i 

Bullet jacket fragm ent from I __|CAr 

Metal fragment from | i 1 raT ~ -i 

Metal fragment from rear seataS_ I car 

Lead fragment from hubcap of_ I car 

Three cartridge cases from first approach east^of 
dam turn off * 

Bullet from first approach east of dam turn off 
Cartridge from south side of the first approach east 

of airport turnoff ■---i 

Lead fragment found by|_| 

Two bullets and two cartridge cases test fired in 
a .22 caliber Iver Johnson revolver, no serial 
number _. , . 

One bullet and two cartridge cases test fired m a 
.30-30 caliber rifle_ 


__ — . ju-jv _ 

J e'a d - ^ <L troi J -- *e*Jl. 


^ J /=^ 

'JU _ I V 








?C-1 > yisw 


- 1 . --------------—-— 

,. :.r—Le^—. -_.. .....— 












































, \ \ otttomjo. fof 

foV/VEsg 

H xj UNITE! 


(« <T») 

UNITED STAT1 


ATlft 


•GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


O 




7 / | 


RUSSELL CHARLES' 

rm at 



DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 4/4/75 

'TN: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION, LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 


MINNEAPOLIS '(70-9734) (P) 
,s ’ 








Enclosed for the Bureau is one (I) envej 
ith ten (10) containers of shell casings and 
fragments. 


On 2/26/75, vehicles being operated byl 
and others were fired at on the Pine Ridge, Souti 
Dakota, Indian Reservation. It is believed the 



shots were fired from vehicles occupied by MEANS and 
various other subjects. 


On 2/26-27/75, a van was impounded at Gordon, 
Nebraska, and two weapons, a .22 caliber pistol 
and a 30.30 rifle were recovered. These weapons were 
test fired and the casings and slugs furnished to the 
FBI by the. Nebraska Highway Patrol. They are enclosed 
in appropriately marked bottles. 


A fragment from a second van, one of the vehicles 
shot, was recovered. This fragment, from a 1974 Ford van, 
is enclosed in appropriately marked envelope. 


Fragments of mej 
owned vehicle operated by| 
boxes. 


vered from the Tribal 
are enclosed in marked 


'£V r /<P7- 


% 70- ~ • 

By communication dated 3/10/75, the Pennington 
County, South Dakota, Sheriffs Office f orwarded:, to the 




/FBI Laboratory one (1) .22^faliber pistor to behest fired. 

J ^ 5 APR WM975* 

% 


? - Bureau (Enc. 

- Minneapolis 
JEMrrjt 
(5) 


1) 


- MJt 


"A I 




Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 






0 


<3 




MP 70-9734 


This gun was recovered from the .vehicle in which MEANS 
was arrested by the Sheriff’s Office on 3/1/75, for the 
murder of MARTIN MONTILEAU. 

On 3/20/75, Criminal Investigator] 1 

Pine Ridge Police Department, made .available three.(3) 
envelopes, enclosed, which contain shell casings and slugs 
believed to have been involved in this ca'se. 

Weapons seized from a van by the Fall River 
County, South Dakota, Sheri ff’ n «»*» ■ £«i h a group of 

Indian militants, including! I were arrested, 

are in the custody of the Snenrr 1 s uttice, and 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) Agents. 

s 

For Court purposes, these weapons are being 
retained by the Sheriff’s Office; however, they will 
be test fired by ATF Agents, and slugs and casings 
will be forwarded to the Bureau. 

The Latent Fingerprint Section is requested to 
determine if legible latents can be fouid on those 
shell casings which are unknown in origin. 

pie Laboratory is requested to examine the recovered 
fragments to determine if identifiable characteristics are 
present, which could indicate they were fired from a 
particular weapon. If the characteristics are present, 
the Laboratory is requested to determine if they were 
fired from weapons from which the enclosed known specimens 
came, if they came from the weapon previously submitted 
by the Pennington County Sheriff's Office, and when 
samples from ATF are submitted, if they came from those 
weapons. 


Results should be furnished to the Minneapolis 

Division. 






F.O-3pi^t*lgV. f 1-37-70J , 



'-•* FEDERAL BUREAU, OFUW,ESTIMATION - \ 



4/3/75 


, | [ Nebraska,Highway Patrol investigator, i. 

-telephpnicaliy contacted about, /the apparent ^ll'sergpajncyy * - , 
in the interview of -March- 12 , .1975 ,' in which he. stated a bullet * 
hole in the passenger door tide of the, van recovered at Gordon, 
Nebraska, had struck a imetal frame and the interview with him 
on March 14, 1975, in which he stated the bullet was fired - 
from, the inside pf the van.to the outside of the,van. ' 

. * f J_[ stated he was in /error on the first interview? 

that he ^ supsequently examined, thd Vehicle^ .ahd found only iohe - 
"■ bullet in it in the right •‘front; door andheis quite positive 
‘-that this was fifed; from the inside to the ojitiside of the’van. 



b6 

b7C 



3/31/75'• 


■ Rapid City; South Dakota Pita -^ MP 70-9734 


by. 


- SA JOHN C. MC 'CARTY/sb 


_^0ole dktaled^ 


;3/31/75 


/ 15 , 

Jf»C document conjoins nillhef recommendotfons n« condo* ions of.the FBI." It ft. lbepfoperly;ol the FBr'dnd'i* loaned 1% your ogency; 
/ v '- v ^it »0n4 it* content} are' not, tg» be '.efis/ribcited oujtidp ogency, ' ' t v , f 

* -i • ! y i si, 








HP 70-9734 


b6 
• b7C 



On. April 3>, 1975, the' Probate and- Census; 
Office, Rosebud Reservation, South Dakota,, furnished 
the following information: 


Date of BirtbL_ 

Enrollment numbed 


Facts concerning this case were presented to 
a Special Federal Grand Jury at Rapid City, South Dakota, 
and on April 7, 1975, ‘Departmental Clerk of D.S. District 

I rt, BETTY BERRY, Rapid City, South Dakota, advised 
t on April 4, 1975,. after Indictments were returnedj 
rants were issued for all subjects charging them with 
count of Assault With a Dangerous; Weapon in violation 
Title 18. Spr.t.i.nn 11 S3. United States Code, .for 

aultingl__ _1 Th, 

ition, a second count Of Assault with a Dangerous 
poh was returned against THOMAS DOOR BEAR for an . 
ault on | H $2,500 

percent bond was recommended. 




7, 1975> Departmental U.S. Marshal 
R apid Citv. - advised he has- placed'a - 

rlin, i b I'liVT'Dri'f lir in - 


_| R apjLQ auvxseu nji iuas- -pxcuieu a 

detainer against I [ who- is currently in Custody 

p£ the Pennington bounty, South- .paUota. Sheriff's-: 
Office, nh:a charge of murder.> / ' 


> On April 8, 1975, ,both| 
were arrested on .the .Rosebud, Sohcn uatcoca. 
Reservation fey Bureau of Indian Affairs Police 
Officersi v 


Ifndtm. 


Mr J A dvised that op April 9,. 1975, the 

three appeared .before 0. S.~ Magistr ate CLIFFORD 4 PAy at 

Pierre, South Dakota. I _ add-1 _Lwere each 

released on. $2,500 bond-. I I was remanded 

to the custody of his office in -lieu of $2,500 bond. 





?E[)ERt 0 BUREAU OF iNVESOSATION 

A Washington, D. C. 20537 


REPORT 

"Tffio 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 


YOUR FILE NO. 70-973** 

FBI FILE MO. 

LATENT CASE NO. B-^OOO 

t> 0 . SAC, Minneapolis 


May 1, 197? 



REFERENCE: 
EXAMINATION REQUEST 
SPECIMENS: 


Letter 4«4«^ 
gp. BY . Minneapo lis 

Three cartridge cases, Q6 through q 8 
Cartridge, Q10 



Specimens were examined, but no latent prints.' 
of yalue appear or were developed. 


You will be advised in a separate Laboratory 
report, of the disposition of the specimens'. 








RECORDED* 0 O 

4/15/75 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

3l s UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Recorded 4-17-75 Recei 



SAC, Minneapolis (70-9734) 


Be: RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 
ETAL; _ 


FBI FILE NO. 70-^</??7-^ 
LAB. NO. / 

YOUR NO. 


PC-L7498 MT 
LC£ B-9680 


Examination 


ET AL.j 

J CIR -ADR 7 - ^ ^ . 

y>C* V/Z^/^S- 


by: f 

J L 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 




Mitmeapolis 
Letter 4/4/75 Noted by: 

Firearms- Fingerprint 
4/11/75 „hw 


Q1 

Q2 

Q3 

Q4 

Q5 j 
Q6-Q8 ^ 


Bullet fragment r 

Bullet jacket fragment frQfflL 


Metal fragment fromL 


Metal fragment from rear seal 
Lead fragment from hubcap of 
Three cartridge cases from f: 
dam turn off 


St 


| car 

.rst: appro eon east of 


Qll 


K1 


Bullet from first approach east of 'dam turn off 
Cartridge from south side of the first approach east 

of airport turnoff i-i 

Lead fragment found by |_| ,* 

Two bullets and two cartridge cases test fired in 


K2 


a .22 caliber Iver-'Sohnson revolver, no serial 
number ' - ‘ 

One bullet and two cartridge cases test fireo in a 
.30-30 caliber rifle 

jK.p ^ 


Examination 


completed /J&IZ-S' V/4?4.rb ictat e d ^/4r/7r T/ l 
Time n Da^cy^/ Sate/ 





F.D-26S (Rev. 1-7-72) 

FEDERAL 


o 

UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Minneapolis report of SA JOHN E* MC CARTY, 4/15/75. 
(P) 


Administrative > 

r --One copy of this report designated for Departmental Attorney 

I I Civil Rights Division, Indian Section, U'. S. Department 

of Justice,. Room 604* Todd Building. 

LEAD 

MINNEAPOLIS 



AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 




















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - USA Sioux Falls, Sou th Dakota -- 

1 - Departmental Attomeyl_1 Civil Rights 

Division, Indian Section, U. S. Department of 
Justice, Room 604, Todd Building, Washington, D.C. 


JOHN E. MC CARTY 
June 12, 1975 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Field Office File #: 70-9734 


H h VICTIM; 

Character: CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - ASSAULT WITH A DANGEROUS 

x&rcsfcx WEAPON 

Synopsis: Identification Records of I I and | | set forth. 

No latent prints of value developed on items ol evidence. 
Subjects arraigned 5/16/75, entered pleas of not guilty and 
released on bond. No date for further judicial proceedings 
yet set. ARMED AND DANGEROUS . 


At Rapid City, South Dakota 

By communications received on May 2 - 12, 19 
mished-the following identi fication records forT 
landl 


i is loaned to your agency; it and its extent 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 13 









Th<» following FBI t '." 
Information thown 


uiHimu bJAlfcS DEPARTMENT OF^IUSTIC£ 
FEP^AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION >• 
A ( IDENTIFICATION DIVISION — ( 

,p> WASHINGTON, D.(j . 20537 Q V 


~ / 75 ‘ 5 56 iA 


rd/ NUMBER 


Information thown on this ld-r>Iif*caHori ‘ , ' * s ?wmsn»d FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
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By communication received on May 5, 1975, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Identification 
Division advised no latent prints of value appear or were 
developed on the cartridge and cartridge cases submitted 
for fingerprint examination. 

On June 9, 1975, Office of Clerk of 

United States District Court, advised ner records show all 
subjects were arraigned before Judge ANDREW W. BOGUE on 
May 16, 1975. Each entered a plea of not guilty to the 
charges pending against them, and each was released on bond. 
No date was set for any further judicial proceedings in this 
matter. 
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Synopsis: FBI Laboratory advised bullet fragments recovered in 

certain instances identifiable. Fall River County 
Sheriff's Office advised no weapons recovered by that 
office similar in caliber to weapons from which recovered 
fragments fired. AUSA advised prosecutive action still 
pending.’ ARMED AND DANGEROUS . 

(?) 


DETAILS : 

At Rapid City, South Dakota 

By communication received on June 18, 1975, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Laboratory advised as follows: 

Specimen Q1 is a lead bullet fragment and specimen Q2 is 
a fragment of a bullet jacket from a jacketed bullet. Due to exten¬ 
sive fragmentation and mutilation, it is not possible to determine 
the caliber or calibers of Q1 and Q2. Further, it was not possible 
to determine the general rifling characteristics of the barrel or 
barrels from which they were fired and they bear no microscopic marks 
of value for identification purposes. 

Specimens Q3 and Q4 are magnetic metal fragments which do 
not appear to be bullet fragments. 

Specimens Q5 and Qll are lead fragments which are too 
mutilated to determine if they are bullet fragments and they bear 
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no marks of value for identification purposes. 

Specimen Q9 is a .38 Special caliber lead bullet which 
has been fired from a barrel rifled with five lands and grooves, 
right twist. Based on differences in caliber, the Q9 bullet' could 
not have been fired from the two weapons represented by specimens 
K1 and K2. Among the weapons producing rifling impressions like 
those present in the Q9 bullet are models of Smith and Wesson, X.N.A., 
Ruger and numerous Spanish-made revolvers. The Q9 bullet bears 
limited individual microscopic marks of value for comparison pur¬ 
poses should a suspect weapon be found. 

Specimen Q10 is a .30 Carbine caliber cartridge which 
bears no marks which would indicate it had ever been loaded into 
a weapon. 

The Q6 through Q8 cartridge cases were identified as 
having been fired in the same weapon. However, nothing was found 
to indicate that they had been fired in the weapon represented by 
K2 in that weapon*-si;present condition. 

On June 9, 1975, I Fall River County Sheriff’s 

Office, advised that her depa r tment uiu 1 not recover any weapons 
comparable in caliber to weapons from which the recovered bullet 
fragments had been fired. 

._On Sentemhpr 1% 1975, Assistant United States Attorney 

(AUSA) | [advised ho further prosecutive action has 

taken place m tms case and at this time no trial date has yet 
been set. 
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UKlMt UN INDIAN -RESERVATION - ASSAULT.WITH A DANGEROUS WEAPON 

-Indictment as to each defendant dismissed by court, 10/29/75 
based on Government motion. ARMED AND DANGEROUS . ' ' 



At Rapid City, South Dakota . 

On October 29, 1975, Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) I 
advised that on that date the indictment as to each, defendent. in this case Was 
dismissed by order of the court based on a motion madejby him because Of suroris 
It was necessary to enter this motion as. the first Ctwo^Go^nhMntlwithe'sses who 
Were, essential to the case failed to testify as expected. ~ 
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